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GIL BLAS 

■ OPSAMTILUKE. 

BOOK THE SEVENTH. 

CHAPTER THE FIRST, 

The tender attackmenl between Oil Bias and dame 
Lorenza Sephora. 

Away went I to Xelva with three thousand 
dticats under my charge, a£ an equivalent to Samuel 
Sitnon for the amount of hie loss. I will have the 
honesty to own, that my fingers itched as I jogged 
along, to transfer these funds to my own account, 
and begin my stewardship in character ; since every 
thing in this life depends upon setting out well. 
There was no risk in piefeningina^nct to principle; 
because it was only to ride about the country for 
five or six days, and come home upon a brisk trot 
as if I had done my business, aitatnade the best of 
my way. Don Alphonso an^^s &tber would never -,, 

"f . I 
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2 eu. BLAS. 

have believed me capable of a breach of trust. Yet, 
«trange to tell, 1 was proof agamst ao tempting; a 
suggestion : it would scarcely be too much to say, 
that honour, not the fear of being found ont, was ihe 
spring of so prEUseworthy a decision ; and aa times 
go, that is saying a great deal for a kd, whose con-^ 
science had been pretty well seasoned by keeping 
company with a long succession of scoundrels. 
Many people who have not that excuse, but frequent 
worshipful society, will wonder how such squeam- 
ishness should have prevailed over my good sense '. 
treasurers of charities in particular; persons who 
have the wills of relations in tbeir custody, and do 
not exactly like the contents ; in short, all those 
whose characters stand higher than their principleqy 
will find food for reftecdou in my overstrained scru- 
pulosity. 

After having made restitution to the merchant, 
who little thought ever to have seen one &nhing of 
his property again, I returned to the castle of Leyva. 
The count de Polaa had taken his departure, and 
was foron his journey to Toledo with Julia and don 
Ferdinand. I foand my new master more wrapped 
up thaU'' ever in Seraphina ; bis Seraphina equally 
wrapped up in my master, and don Cœsar just as 
much wrc^iped up as either in the contempl^on of 
the happy couple. My object was to gain the good- 
will of this afièctionate father: and I succeeded to 
my wish. The whole hoose was placed implicitly 
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under my Bopaintendence ; nottuDg wu doae witk- 
out my special direction ; the tenants paid their rents 
into my hands; the^ disbuTHements of the family 
were' all under my rerision; and the subordinate 
aitoatieoB in the household were at my disposal 
without appeal: and yet the power of tyrannizing did 
not give me the inclination : as it has always hitherto 
done to my equals and superiors. I neither tuined 
ftway the nude servants, becauee I did not like the 
cut of their beards ; nor the female ones, becauM 
they happened not to like the cut of mine. If they 
made up to don C«aat or bis son at once, without 
currymg m} fayouT as the channel of all good 
graces, far from taking umbrage at them on that 
account, 1 spoke out officiously in their behalf. In 
Other respects too, the marks of confidence my two 
meters were incessantly lavishing on me inspired 
me with a substantial zeal for their aerrice. llieir 
interest was my re^ object : there was no slight of 
hand in my ministry ; I was such a caterer for the 
general good, as you rarely meet with in pritftte 
famihes or in political societies. 

While I was hugging myself on the well-eamed 
prosperity of my condition, love, jealous of my deal- 
iaga with fortune, was bent on sharing my gratitude ■ 
by the addition of a hitter zest. He planted, 
w«t«ied, and ripened ia the heut of dame Loreuza 
Sephwa, Seraphina's confidential woman, an abun- 
dant crop of liking for the happy steward. My 
b2 
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Helen, not to sink the fidelity of the historian in th« 
vanity of the man, could not be many months short 
of her finieth year. But for all that, a look of 
wholesomeness, a fkce none of the ugliest, ajid two 
g;ood-looking eyes of which she knew the efficient 
use, might make her still pass foi a decent bit of 
amusement in a summer evening. 1 could only just 
hare been thankfiil for a little more relief to her 
complexion, since it was precisely the colour, of 
chalk; but that 1 attributed to maiden concealments, 
which had eat away all the damask of her cheek. 

The lady ogled me for a long time, with ogles 
that savoured more of passion than of chastity ; but 
instead of communing in the languf^e of the eyes, 
I made pretence at first not to be sensible of my own 
happiness. Thus did my gallantry appear as if 
arrayed in its first blushes ; a circumstance which 
was rather tempting than repulsive to her feelings. 
Taking it into her head therefore, that there was no 
standing upon dumb eloquence with a young man 
who looked more Uke a novice than he was, at our 
very first interview she declared her sentiments in 
broad, unequivocal terms, that I might have no plea 
for ntisinterpretation. She played her part like an 
old stager : afiected to be overwhelmed with confu- 
sion while she was speakingto me; and after having 
said all she wanted to say in a good audiUe voice, 
put her huid before her face, to hide the shame 
which was not there, and make me believe that ih« 
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ms incommoded by the aelicacy of h«r own feel- 
mgfl. There was no standing such an attack ; and 
though vanity had a lar^ shore in my Buirender 
than the tender passion, 1 did not receive her over- 
tures ungracionsly. Nay more, I presumed to 
overlook decorum in my vivacity, and acted the im-' 
patient lover so naturally, as to call down a modest 
rebuke upon my freedoms. Lorenza chid my fond- 
ness ; but with so much fondness in her chidings, 
that while she prescribed to me thé coldness of an 
anchoret, it was very evident she would have been 
miserably disappointed if I had taken her prescrip- 
tion. I should have pressed the afiaù at Once to 
the natural teimination of all such affairs, if the 
lovely object of my ardent wishes had not been 
afraid of giving me a left-handed opinion of her 
virtue, by abandoning the works before the siege 
was regularly formed. This bebg so, we parted, 
but with a promise to meet ^ain : Sephora in the 
full persuasion that her reluctant resistance would 
stamp her for a vestal in my esteem, and myself full 
of the sweet hope that the torments of Tantalus 
would soon be succeeded by an Elysium of enjoy- 
ment 

My affairs were in this happy train, when one of 
don GiCBar's under servants brought me such a 
piece of news, as gave an ague to my raptures. This 
lad was one of those inquisitive inmates, who apply 
«jther an ear or an eye to every keyhole in a house. 
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6 611. BLAS. 

Al he paid his court constantly to me, and aerved 
up some fresh piece of scandal every day, he came 
to tell me one morning that he had made a pleasant 
discovery : and that he had do objection to letting 
me into the fun, on condition that I would not blah : 
because dame Lorenza Sephora was the theme of 
the joke, and he was afraid of becoming obnoxious 
to her resentment and revenge, t was too much 
interested in coming at the story he had to tell, not 
to swear myself into discretion through thick and 
thin : but it was necessary that my motive should 
seem curiosity, and not personal concern ; so that I 
asked him, with an air of as much inditièrence as I 
could put on, what was this mighty discovery about 
which he made such a piece of work. Lorenia, 
whispered he, smuggles the surgeon of the village 
every evening into her apartment: he is a tight 
vessel, well armed and manned ; and the pirate 
generally stays pretty long upon his cruize. I do 
not mean to say, added he with supercilious candour, 
but that all this may be perfectly innocent on both 
sides : but you cannot help admitting, that where a 
young man does insinuate himself slily into a girl's 
bedchamber, he takes better care of his own plea- 
sure than of her reputation. 

Though this tale gave me as much uneasiness as 
if I had been verily and romantically in love, I had 
too much sense to let him know it : but so far stifled 
my feelings as to laugh heartily at a story, which 
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•truck U the rery life of all my hopei. But wben 
no witnesses were by, I made myself full unends 
for having gulped down my rising indignation. 1 
blustered and stormed ; muttered blessings on them 
the wrong way, and swore outright: but all this 
without coining nearer to a decision on my own 
conduct. At one time, holding Lorenza in Utter 
contempt, it was my good pleasure to give her up 
altogether, without condescending so far as to come 
to any explanation with the coquette. At another 
time, laying it down as a principle, that my honour 
was concerned in making the surgeon an example 
to all intriguers, I spirited up my courage to call 
him out. Thus dangerous valour prevailed over safe 
indifference. At the approach of evening I placed 
myself in ambuscade ; and sure enough the gende- 
man did slink into the temple of my Vesta, with a 
fear of being Found out that spoke rather unfavour- 
ably for the purity of his designs. Nothing short of 
this could have kept my rage aUve against the cbill- 
uess of the night air. 1 immediately quitted the 
prechicU of the castle, and posted myself on the 
high road, where the gay deceiver was sure to be 
intercepted on his return. I waited for him with my 
fighting spirits on the fiill boil: my impatience 
increased with the lapse of time, till Mars and 
Bellona seemed to inhabit my frame, and enlai^ it 
beyond human dimensions. At length my antago- 
jfist cune in ùghL I took a few strides, such as 
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bully Mars or Bellona mîgbt hire taken ; but 1 âo • 
not know how the devil it came to pass, my courage 
went further off as my body came nearer; my frame 
was contracted mthin somewhat less than its humas 
dimensions, and my heart felt exacdy like the heart 
of a coward. The hearts of Homer's heroes felt 
exactly the same, when the dastardly doge were not 
backed by a supernatural drawcansir ! In short, I 
was juBt as much out of my element as erer Paris 
was, when be pitted himself against Menetaus in 
single combat I began taking measure of this 
operator in love, war, and anatomy. He appeared 
to be lai^ limbed and well knit, with a sword by 
his side of a most abominable length. All this 
made me conûder, that the better part of valour is 
discretion : nevertheless, whether from the superior- 
ity of mind over the nervous system in a case of 
honour, or from whatever other cause, though the 
danger grew bi^er as the distance diminished, and 
in spite of nature which pleaded obstinately, that 
honour is a mere scutcheon, and can neither set a 
I^ nor take away the grief of a wound, I mustered 
up boldneB»* enough to march forward tovrards the 
surgeon sword in band. 

My proceeding seemed to him to be of the droll- 
est. What is the matter, signer Gil Bias? escliumed 
he. Why all this fire and fiiry? You are in a ban- 
tering mood, to all appearance. No, good master, 
■haver, answered I, no such thing : there never wa^ 
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CIL BLA». 9 

9BJ ûùag more serioua, since Cain killed Abel. I 
àm determitied to try &» experiment, whether as 
little preparcttioB serves your turn in the field of 
battle as in a lady's chamber. Hope aot that you 
will be suffered to possess 'without a riral that hea- 
ven of bliss, in which you have been indulging but 
ihis moment at the castle: By all the martyrdoms 
we phlebotomizer» hare ever sufiered or inflicted T 
replied the surgeon, setting ap a shout of laughter, 
this is a most whimsical adrentnre. As hearen is 
my judge ! appearances are very little to be trusted. 
At this put off, fancying that he had no keener 
stomach for cold iron than myself, I got to be ten 
times more overbearing. Teach your parrot to talk 
better Spanish, my friend, interrupted I: do y6u 
think we do not know a hawk from a hemshaw ? 
Imagine not that a simple denial of the fact will 
settle the business. I see plainly, replied he, that 
I shall be obUged to speak out, or some mischief 
must happen either to you or me: I shall therefore 
disclose a secret to you ; though men in our profes- 
sion cannot be too much on the reserve. If dame 
Lorenza sends for me into her apartment under sus- 
picious circumstances, it is only to conceal from the 
servants the knowledge of her malady. She has an 
incurable nicer in her back, which I come every 
evening to dress. This is the real oocasion of those 
tigits which disturb your peace. Henceforwardt 
test assured, that you have her all to yourself. But 
8 5. 
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10 OIL XljtS. 

if yon are not «adsfied with this expectation, and 
are absolutely bent on a fencing-match, you have 
only to aay so : I am not a man to turn my back 
upon a game at sword-play. With these words ia 
hu mouth, he drew his long rapier, which made my 
heart jump into my throat, and stood upon bis 
guard. It is enough, said I, putting my sword np 
«gain into Its scabbard, I am not a wild beast, to 
turn a deaf ear to tcason : after what you have told 
me, there is no cause of enmity between us. Let us 
shake hands. At this proposal, by which he found 
out that I was not such a devil of a fellow as he had 
taken me for, he returned his weapon with a laugh t 
met my advances to be reconciled, and we parted 
the best friends in the world. 

FVom that dme forward Sephora never came into 
my thongbts, but with the most disgusting associa- 
tions. I shonned all the oppoitunities she gave me 
of entertaining her in private; and this with so 
obvious a study, almost bordering on rudeness, that 
she could not but notice it. Astonished at so sud- 
den a reverse, she was dying to know the cause; 
and at length, finding the means of pinning me 
down to a tëte-a-tête. Good Mr. Steward, said she, 
tell me, if so please you, why you avoid the very 
sight of me? It is true that I made ttie first ad- 
vances ; but then you fed the consuming fire. Recal 
to memory, if it is not too great a favour, the private 
interview we had together. Then you were a magfr- 
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une of combustibles ; now you ate as frozen as the 
north sea. What ia the meauing of all this ? The 
question was not a little difficult of solution, tor a 
man unaccustomed to the violence of amorous 
intenogabwies. The coneequeoce was, that it 
puzzled me most confoundedly I do not precisely 
recollect the identical lie 1 told the lady; but I 
remember perfecd; that nothing but the truth could 
hare aâronted her more highly. Sephora, though 
by her miuciog air and modest ontaide oua might 
have taken her for a lamb, was a tigress when the 
■avage vras rouaed in her nature- I did think, said 
ahe, darting a glance at me full of malice and 
hideoHHuess, I did think to have confeired such 
honour as was never conferred before, on a little 
sconndiel hke you, by betraying sentiments which 
the first nobility in the country would make it their 
boast' to excite. Fitly indeed am I punished, for 
having preposterously lowered myself to the lev^ of 
« dirty, sniveling^ adventurer. 

That was pretty well ; but she did not stop tha»: 
I should hare com^ off too cheaply on such terms. 
Her fury taking a long lease of her tongue, that 
brawling instrument of discord rung a bob-major of 
inTective,ea(di strain more clamorous and confon«d- 
ing than the former. It certainly was my duty to 
hKK received it all with cool indifierence, and to 
have considered candidly that in triumphing over 
female réserve^ and then not taking possession gf 
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13 eiL BL^tS. 

the conquest, I had commuted that sin s^nst tbe 
>ex, which would have transformed the moBt fetnt- 
nine of'them into a Sephorft. But I vas tooirritablp 
to bear abuse, at which a man of sense in my place 
would only have laughed ; and my patience was at 
leD^ exhausted. Madam, said I, let us not rake 
into eaeh other's personal misfortunea. If the first 
nobiUty in the country had only looked at yottr 
back, they would have forgotten all your other 
charms, and have boasted but little of the senti- 
ments they had excited you to betray. I had bo 
sooner laid in this home stroke, than the enraged 
duenna Tisited me with the hardest box on the ear 
that ever yet proceeded from the delicate fingers of 
a woman scorned. Such favours might pall on 
repetition ; so I did not wtùt foi a second, but took 
shelter in the nimbleness of my legs from the clatter 
of casdgation she was going to shower down.on me. 
I returned thanks to the protecting powers for 
having "brought me clear off from this unequal euf 
counter, and fancied that I had nothing further to 
apprehend, since the lady had taken corporal ven- 
geance. It was likeVy too àiat she would be wise 
and hold her tongue, for the honour of her owb 
back : and in point of fact, a full foitnight ha4 
elapsed, without my hearing a word upon the subr 
ject. The very tingling in my own cheek began to 
abate, when I was told that Sephora was taken jlh 
With that forgiveness of injuries so natural to me, I 
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vas suceiely afflicted at the news. 1 really felt for 
Uie poor lady. I concluded that, unable to eontend 
«ritli a passion so ill repaid^ that hapleas viclini of 
ker. ovm tenderness was giving up the. ghost. It 
was with exquisite pain, that I turned thi^ sut^ect i> 
Ely thoughts. I was the cruel cauce that her heart 
waa breaking; and my pity at least was the 
^nenna's, though love is too wayvaid to, be coa' 
trouled by advice. But I was miserably mistaken 
in her nature. Her tenderness had all curdled int« 
acrimonious hatred ; and at that very moment was 
she plotting to be my bane. 

One morning while I was wUh don AlphoBBO.that 
amiable young master of mine «as abseat, Hioody^ 
and out of spirits. I enquired respectfully what was 
the matter. I am vexed to the soul, said he, to find 
Çieraphina weak, uiyust, ungrateful. You are not a 
little surprised at this, added he, remarlcing th« 
expression of astonishment with which I heard him ; 
.yet nothing is more strictly and lamentably true. I 
know not what reason you have given dame Lorenza 
fo be at variance with you; but true it is, you are 
became so unbearably. hateful to her, that if you do 
^t get out of this castle as soon, as possible, her 
jdeath, she says, must be the SHre consequence. 
You cannot but suppose that Seraphiua, who knows 
your value, .used all her influence at first against a 
prejudice, to which she could not administer with- 
out injustice and ipgratitude. But tliongh the best 
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of women, she is still ti woman. Sepliora brought 
her up; and she loves her tike a mother. Should 
her old burse die shortly, she «ould fancy she had 
her deadi to answer for, hod she refused herself to 
any of her whims. For my own part, with tdl my 
affection towards Seraphina, and it is none of âte 
weakest, I will never be guilty of ao mean a comr 
pliance' as to side with her on this question. Perish, 
our duennas, perish the whole system of our Spanish 
vigilance ! but never let me consent to the banish- 
ment of a young man, whom I look i^hmi rather as 
a brother than a servant ! 

When don Alpbonso had thus expressed his sen- 
timenta, I said to him : My good sir, I am bom to. 
be the mere whipping-top of fortune. It had been 
ny hope that she would leave off persecuting me 
when under your roof, where every thing held out 
to me happy days and an unruffled Ufe. Now, the 
part for honour to take is to tear myself away, what* 
ever hankecing I may feel a&xi my continuance. 
No, no, exclaimed the generous «on of don Ctesar. 
Leave me to bring Seraphina to a proper view of 
things. It shall never be said that you are sacrificed 
to the caprices of a duenna, who, on every occasion, 
has but too much influence over the family. Altyov 
will get by it, sir, replied I, will only be to put Sera- 
phina in an ill humour by opposing her wishes. 1 had 
much rather withdraw, than run tbe risk by a longer 
abode here of sowing diviùon between a Bparrie4 
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pair, who are a model of conjugal felicity. Such a 
consequence of my unhappy quarrel would make me 
miserable for the remainder of my dayi. 

Don Alphonso absolutely forbad me to take any 
hasty step ; and 1 found him so determined in the 
întentioti of standing by me, that Lorenza mutt 
infallibly hare been thrown into the back gftound, if 
I had chosen to have stood an election againat her. 
There were moments when, exasperated ^lainat the 
duenna, I was tempted to keep no measufea with 
her; bat when I came to consider that to unrard 
this surgical mystery would be to plung« a dagger 
into the heart of a poor creature, whose cnrse had 
beea my fastidious prejudice against an ulcerated 
back, and tritom a physical and mental miafortase 
weiecoRJointly handing down to the grave; I lost 
all feeling but that of compassion towards her. It 
was CTident, since I was so portentous a pheno- 
menon, that it was my imperioas dnty to re-establish 
the tranquillity of the castle by my absence i imd 
that duty I performed the next morning before day- 
break, without taking any leave of my two masters, 
for fear they should oppose my departure from a 
misplaced partiality towards me. My only notice 
was to leave bebind in my chamber a memorial^ 
contûning an e^ict account of my receipts and disr 
bursemeotsdnriag the time of my stewardship. 
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CHAPTER ir. 



Wtat happened to Gil Bias after his retreat from 
the castle of Leyva; shewing that those who are 
CrosKd in love are not always the most miserable 
of mankind. 

I WAS monnted ob a good hoTse, my own pro- 
perty, and was the bearer of two hundred pistolesj 
the greater part of which arose from the plunder of 
the Tanquiahed banditli, and the forfeiture of Samuel 
Simon by the inquieitloa ; for doa Alphonso, with- 
out requiring me to account for any part of the said 
forfeiture, had made restitution of the entire Bum 
out of his own funds. Thus, considering my effects, 
however obtained, as converted into lawful property 
by a sort of vicarious sponsorship, I took them into 
my good graces without any remorse of conscience. 
An estate like this rendered it absurd to throw away 
any thought about the future ; and a certain likeli- 
hood of doing well, whichalways hangs about ayonng 
man at my age, held out an additional security 
against the caprices of fortune. Besides, Toledo 
offered me a retreat exactly to my mind. There 
could not be a doubt but the count de Polan would 
take a pleasure in giving a kind reception to one of 
Ifis deliverers, and would insist on his accepting an 
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i^artment in his own house. But I only looked 
upon this noblemaa as a rery distant resource ; and 
determined, before laying any tax on his gjatefiil 
Teoollection, to spend part of my ready cash in tra- 
vellii^ over the provinces of Murcia and Grenada, 
irhich I had a very particular inclinatioa to see. With 
this intention I took the Almanza road, and after- 
wards, followingthe route chalked oat, travelled from 
town to town as far as the city of Grenada, without 
stombling on any ûnister occurrence. It should 
seem as if fortune, weaned out with the schooL-girl's 
tricks she had been playing me, was contented at 
last to leave me as she found me. But she sUll had 
ber skittish designs upon me, as will be seen in tba 
aequel. 

One of the first persons I met in the streets of 
Grenada was signor don Ferdinand de Leyva, son- 
in-law, as well as don Alphonso, of the count de 
Polan. We were both of us equally surprised at 
meeting so far from home. How is this, Oil Bias? 
exclaimed he; to find you in this city! What the 
devil brings you hither? Sir, said I, if you are 
astonished at seeing me in this country, you will be 
ten times more so, when you shall know why I have 
quitted the service of signor don Cœsar and his son. 
Then I recounted to him all that had passed between 
Sephoia and myself, without garbling the tacts in 
any parUcular. He laughed heartily at the recital ; 
tben, recovering his gravity. My friend, said he, my 
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médiation ia at your service in this a^îi, I wilt 
write to mjr sister-in-law No, no, sir, inter- 
rupted I, do not write upon Ihe subject, I beseech 
you. I did not quit the castle of Leyva to go back 
again. You may, if you please, make another nse 
of the kindness you have expressed for me. If any 
of your friends should be looking out for a Becretary 
or a steward, I should be much obliged to yOu to 
speak a good word in my favour. I will take upon 
me to assure you that you will never be reproached 
with recommending an improper object You have 
only to command me, answered he ; I will do what- 
ever you desire. My business at Grenada is to visit 
an old aunt in an ill state of health. I shall be here 
three weeks longer, after which I shall set out on 
my return to my castle of Lorqui, where I have left 
Julia. That is my lodging, added he, shewing me 
a house about a hundred yards from us. Call upon 
me in a few days ; probably 1 may by that time have 
hit upon some eligible appointment 

And, in fact, so itvras; for the very first time that 
we came together again, he said to me : My lord 
archbishop of Grenada, my relation and friend, is 
in want of a young man with some litde tinge of 
Uterature, who can write a good hand and make fair 
copies of his manuscripts ; for he is a great author. 
He has composed I know not how many homilies, 
and still goes on composing more every day, which 
he delivers to the high edification of his aadi«nce* 
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As you seem to be just the thin^ for him, I have 
mentioned your name, and he has promiied to lake 
you. Go, and make your bow to bim as iirom me ; 
you will judge, by his reception of you, vhelher my 
fecommendation has been couched in handsome 
terms. 

The BÎtuatioii was, to all appearance, exactly what 
I should hare picked out for myself. That being 
die case, with such an arrangement of my air and 
person aa seemed most likely to square with the 
ideas of a reverend prelate, I presented myself one 
moming before the archbishop. If this were a gor- 
geous romance, and not a grave history, here might 
we introduce a pompous description of the episcopal 
palace, with architectural digressions on the struc- 
ture of the building : here would be the place to 
expatiate on the costliness of the furniture like fin 
Upholsterer, to criticise the statues and pictures like 
B connoisseur; and the pictures themselves would 
be nothing to the uninformed reader, without ths 
stories they represent, till universal history, fabulous 
wd authentic, saured and profane, should be 
pressed into the service. But I shall content 
myself with modestly stating, that the royal palace 
itself is scarcely superior in magnificence. 

Throughout the suite of apartments, there was a 
complete mob of ecclesiastics and other officers, 
consisting of chaplains, ushers, upper and menial 
servants. Those of them who weïe laymen were 
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most superbly atdi«d; one would soouer have takeû . 
them for temporal nobility than for spiritual under- 
strappers. They were as proud as the devil ; and 
^re themselves intolerably consequeutial airs. 1 
could not help laughing in my sleeve, when I consi- 
dered who and what they were, and how they 
behaved. Set a beg;gar on horseback ! said T. 
Hiese gentry aie in lack to carry a pack without 
feeling the drag of it ; for surely if they knew they 
were beasts of burden, they would not jingle their 
belts with so high a toss of the head. I ventured 
just to speak to a grave and portly personage who 
■tood sentinel at the door of the archbishop's closet, 
to turn it upon its hinges as occasion might require. 
I asked him civilly if there was no possibility of 
speaking with my lord archbishop. Stop a little ; 
said he with a supercilious demeanour and repulsive 
tone : his grace will shortly come forth, to go and 
hear mass ; you may snatch an audience for a mo- 
ment as be passes on. I answered not a single 
syllable. Patience was all I had for it; and it 
even seemed adviseable to try and enter into con- 
versation witii some of the jacks in office : but they 
began conning me over from the sole of my foot to 
the crown of my head, without condescending toi 
favour me with a single inteijection ; after which they 
winked at one another, whispered, and looked out at 
the corners of their eyes, in derision of the liberty I 
had assumed, by Intruding upon their select society. 
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I felt, more fool that I did bo, quite ont of coiia< 
tenance at such cavalier treabnent from a knot of 
state footmen. My confusion waa but beginning to 
subside, when the closet door opened. The arch- 
bishop made his appearance. A profound silence 
immediately ensued among his officers, who quitted 
St once their insolent behaviour, to adopt a more 
respectful stile before their master. That prelate 
was in his sixty-ninth year, formed nearly on the 
model of my uncle, Gil Perez the canon, which is as 
much as to say, as broad as he was long. But the 
highest dignitaries should always be the most amply 
gifted ; accordingly his legs bowed inwards to the 
very extremity of the graceful curve, and his bald 
head retained 1}ut a single lock behind : so that he 
was. obliged to ensconce his pericranium in a fine 
woollen cap with long ears. In spite of all this, I 
espied the man of quality in his deportment, doubt- 
less because I knew that he actually happened to 
be one. We common fellows, the fungous growth of 
the human dunghill, look up to great lords with a 
facility of being overawed, which often furnishes 
them with a Benjamin's mess of importance, when 
nature has denied eren the most scanty and trivial 
gifts. 

The archbishop moved towards me in a minuet 
step, and kindly enquired what I wanted. I told 
faim, I was the young man abont whom signor don 
Ferdinand de Leyva had spoken to him. He did 
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not give me a moment to go on with my itory.' Ah ! 
is it you, eiclaimed he, is it you of vhom so fine 9 
character has been given me ? I take you into my 
B^rico at once ; you aie a mine of literary utility to 
me. You have only to take up your abode here- 
Talking thus condescendingly, he supported himself 
between two ushers, aod moved onwards after hav- 
ing given audience to some of his clergy, who had 
ecclesiastical busineas to communicate. Ele was 
scarcely out of the room, when the same officers 
who had turned upon their heel were now cap iit 
band to court my conversation. Here the rascals 
are, pressii^ round me, currying favour, and ex- 
Itressing their sincere joy at seeing me become as it 
were an heir loom of the archbishopric . They had 
heard what their master had said, and were dying 
with anxiety to know on what footing I was tb be 
about him ; but I had the ill nature not to satisfy 
their curiosity, in revenge for their contempt. 

My lord archbishop was not long before he 
returned. He took me with him into his closet for 
a little private conference. I could not but suppose 
that he meant to fathom the depth of my under- 
standing. 1 was accordingly on my guard, and 
prepared to measure out my words most methodi- 
cally. He questioned me first in the clasaics. My 
answers were not amiss ; he was convinced that I 
had more than a schoolboy's acquaintance with the 
^eek and Latin writers. He examined me neztiii 
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logic ; BOT conld I but suppose that he would ez- 
uoine me ia )o^c. He found me strong- enough 
Uien. Your education, said he with some degrM 
of surprise, has not been neglected. Now let us tea 
your hand-writing. I took a blank piece of foptit 
ont of my pocket, which I had brought for the pnr* 
pose- My ghostly father was not displeaied with 
my perfonnance. I am very well satisfied with the 
mechanical part of your qualiâcatioDs, exclaimed he, 
and stni more so with the powers of your mind. I 
shall thank my nephew, don Ferdinand, most heart- 
ily for baring sent me so fine a lad ; it is absolutely 
a gift from abore. 

We were interrupted by some of the neighbouring 
gentry, who were come to dine with the archbishop; 
I. left them together, and withdrew to the second 
table, where the whole household with one consent 
insisted on giving me the upper hand. Dinner is a 
busy time at an episcopal ordinary ; and yet we 
snatched a moment to make our observations on 
each other. What a mortified propriety was painted 
on the outside of the clergy 1 They had all the look 
of a deputation from a better world : strange Is 
think how place and circumstance impose on the 
deluded sense of men ! It, never once came into my 
thoughts that all this sanctity might possibly be a 
false coin ; just as if there could be nothing but what 
appertained to the kingdom above, among the-Buc- 
cesBOTs of the i^stles on earth. 
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1 was seated by the side of an old valet-de-cham- 
bre, by name Melchior de la Ronda. He took caie 
to help me to all the nice bits. His attentions were 
not lost upon me, and my good manners quite enrnp- 
tured him. My worthy sir, said be in a low voice 
after dinner, I should like to have a little private 
talk with you. At the same time he led the way to 
a part of tiie palace where we could not be over- 
heard, and there addressed me as follows : My bod, 
from the very first instant that I saw you, I felt a 
certain prepossession in your favour. Of this 1 will 
give you a certain proof, by communicating in confi- 
dence what will be of great service to you. You are 
here in a family where true believers and painted 
hypocrites are playing at cross purposes against 
each other. It would take an antediluvian age to 
feel the ground under your feet. I will spare so long 
and so disgusting a study, by letting you into the 
characters on both sides. After this, if you do not 
play your cards, it is your own fault. 

I shall begin with his grace. He is a very pious 
prelate, employed without ceasing in the instruction 
of the people, whom he brings back to virtue, like 
sheep gone astray, by sermons full of excellent mo- 
rality, and written by himself. He has retired from 
court these twenty years, to watch over his flock 
with the zeal ot an affectionate pastor. He is a very 
learned person, and a very impressive declaimer : 
bis whole delight is in preaching, and his congrega- 



:sdl.,GOOgle 



OIL SLAB. 35. 

tioQ take care he diould know that their whole de- 
light is in hearing; him. There may poBsibly be Bome 
little leaven c^ vanity in all this heavenly- minded- 
nesa ; but, besides that it is not for human fallibility 
to search'the heart, it would ill become me to rake 
into tLe faults of a person whose bread I eat. Were 
it decent to lay my finger on any thing unbecoming 
in my master, I should discommend his starchness.. 
Instead of exercising forbearance towards frail 
chilrchmen, he visits every peccadillo, as if it were 
a heiitous offence. Above all, he prosecutes those 
with the utmost rigour of the spiritual court, who 
wrapping themselves up in their innocence, appeal 
to the canons for their justification, in bar of his des- 
potic authority. There is besides another awkward 
trait in his character, common to him with many 
other people of high rank. Though he is very fond 
of the people about him, he pays not the least atten- 
tion to their services, but lets them sink into years 
without a moment's thought about securing them 
any provision. If at any time he makes them any 
little presents, they may thank the goodness of some 
one who shall have spoken up in their behalf: he 
would never have his wits enough about him to do 
the slightest thing for them as a volunteer. 

This is just what theold valet-de-chambre told me 
of his master. Next, he let mê into what he thought 
of the clergymen vnth whtnn we had dined. His 
portraits might be likenesses ; but they were too hard 
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featured to be ovaèd by the originals. It must be 
admitted however, that he did not represent them 
asdishonestmen, butonlyaa very scandalous piiests. 
NeTETtheleas, he made some exceptions, and wa» as 
loud, in: their praises as in his censura of thé others. 
1 was no longer at any loss how to play' any part «o 
^s to pnt myself on an equal footing with these 
^ntry. That very evening, at supper, I took a leaf 
out of their book, and arrayed myself in the conve- 
nknt resture of a wise and prudent ouUidé. A 
clothing of humility and sanctiScation costs nothing. 
Indeed it ofieia such a premium to the wearet-, thill 
we are not to wonder if this world abounds in a des- 
cription of people called hypocrites. 



CHAPTER III. 



Oil Bias becomes the archbishop's fwovntv, and the 
chamtel^aU hisfavoart. 

I HAD bean after dinner to get together my bag- 
gage, and take my horse &om the inn where I had 
put up, and afterwards returned to supper at the 
archbishop's palace, where a neatly ihmished room 
tnu got ready for me, and inch a bed aa was more 
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Idcely to pamper than to mortU; tbe fieah. The day 
Rowing bis grace sent for me quite as aoon aa I 
«as ready to go to him. Itwastog^vemeahgmily 
to transciibe. He made a point of lianng it copied 
mth all possible accuracy. It waa done to please 
bim; for I omitted nejtber accent, nor comma, nor 
It tittle of all be bad marlced down. Hii 
a at observing tlûs was heightened by its 
being unexpected. Eternal fetbei t exclaimed he in 
a holy lapture, when be had glanced hia eye Over all 
the folios of my copy, was efer any thing seen so 
cwrect? You are too good a transcriber not to hare 
some little smattering of the grammarian. Now tell 
me with the freedom of a friend : in writing it over, 
have yon been struck witii nothing that grated upon 
your feelings ? Some little careless idiom, or some 
, word used in an improper sense ? Oh ! may it please 
your grace, answered I with a modest air, it is not 
for me, witii my confined education and coarse taste, 
to aim at making critical remarks. And though ever 
so well .quaUfied, I am satisfied that your grace's 
works would come out pure from the essay. Hie 
successor of the apostles snUled at my awwer. He 
made no observation on it; but it was easy to see 
through all bis piety, that be was an arrant author 
at the bottom : there is something in that dye, that 
not heaven itself can wash out. 

I seemed to have purchased the fee-simple of his 

good graces by my flMtery. Day after day did I 
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get & step further in bis esteem; and don Ferdiniuid, 
who came to see him very onen, told me my footing 
vas 80 firm, that there could not foe a.doubt but iay 
fiirtuDe was made. Of this my master himself gaTe 
me a proof some little time afterwards ; and the oc 
casion waB as follaws. One evening ia his tlosetj 
he rehearsed before me, mth tippropnate emphasis, 
and action, a homHy which he was to deliver the- 
nest day in the cathedral. He did not content him-- 
self with askingtnevhat 1 thought of it in the gross, 
but insisted on my telling hitf what passages struck 
me most. - 1 had the good fo^ne to pick out those 
which were nearest to his own taste ; his favourite, 
common-places. Thus, as luck would have it,, I 
passed in his estimation for a. man who had a quick 
and natural relish of the real and less obvious bean-. 
ties in a work. This indeed, esclaimed he, is what 
you may call having discernment and feeling in per- 
fection ! Well, well, my friend 1 it cannot be said 
of you, ' • ■ 



In a word, he was so highly pleased with me, as to 
add In a tone of extraoïdinary emotion ; Never mind, 
Gil Bias ! Henceforward take no care about here- 
after 1 I shall make it my biisinesB to place you 
among the favoured children of ray bounty. You 
have my best wishes ; and to prove to you that yoa 
have ihem, I shall take jou into my inmost confidence. 
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: lliese woid& were no sooner out of hU mouth; 
than I fell at his grace's feet, quite orerwbdined with 
giatitade. I embraced his elliptical legs with almost 
pagan idolatry, and considered myself as a man on 
the high road to a very handsome fortune. Yes, my 
duld, resumed the archbishop, whose speech bad 
been cut short by the rapidity of my prostration, 1 
mean to make you the receiTer-general o| all my in- 
most rumihationa. Heaiken. attentivdy to what I 
am going to say. I hare a great pleasure in preach- 
ing. The Lord sheds, a bleesing on my homilies ; 
they sink deep into the hearts of sinners; set up a 
glass in which vice sees its own image, and bring 
4>ack many from the paths of error into the high road 
of repentance. ' What a heavenly sight, when a 
miser, scared at the hideous picture drawn by my 
eloquence of his avarice, opens his co&era to the 
poor and needy, and dispenses the accumnlated 
store with a Uberal hand ! The voluptuary too is 
snatched from the pleasures of the table ; ambition 
flies at my command to the whtJesome discipline of' 
the monastic cell ; while female frailty, tottering on 
die blink of ruin, with one ear open to the siren 
T<»ce of the seducer, and the other to my saintly 
CDirectives, is restored to domestic happiness and 
the approving smile of heaven, by the timely warn- 
ings of the pulpit. These miraculous conversions 
vtuch happen almost every Sunday, ought of them- 
selres to goad me on in the career of saving souli. 
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Neveitheless, to conceal no part of zay weakneu 
from Uy numitor, theie a another reward on vhicb 
my heart is intent, a reward which the seraphic Bcia- 
pulousneBB of my virtue to little purpose condenmi 
as too carnal ; a literary reputation fbr a sablime uid 
elegant style. The honour of being handed down to 
posterity as a perfect pulpit <»titor has its irresistible 
attractioos. My compositions are generally thonght 
to be equally powerful and persunive ; but I could 
widi of all diii^^ to steer clear of the rock on which 
good authors split, who are too long before the pub- 
lic, and to retire from professional life widi my r^m- 
tation in undiminished lustre. 

To this end, my dear Gil Bias, continued the pre- 
late, there is one thing requisite from your zeal and 
friendship. Whenever it shall strike you that my 
pen begins to contract as it were the OBsiËcation of 
old age, whenever you see my genhiB in its climac- 
teric, do not &il to ^ve me a bint There is no 
trusting to one's self in such a case ; pride and cont- 
ent were the original sin of man. The probe of criti- 
cism must be entrusted to an impartial stander-by, 
of fine talents and unshaken probity. Botii diose 
requisites center in you *. you are my choice, and I 
givemyaelf up to your direction. Heaven be praised, 
my lord, said I, there is no need to tronUe yonrself 
with any such thoughts yet. Besides, an ander- 
Btandiug of your grace's mould and calibre will last 
out doable the time of aconmioD genius ; or to speak 
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irith'moi^ certainty tmd truth, it will never be the 
irarae for wear, if you live to the age of Methuialem . 
I consider yoti as a second cardinal Ximenea, whose 
powers mperior to deci^, instead of â^^ging with 
years, seaned to dwire new vigour from their ap- 
proximation with the heavenly regions. No flattery, 
my Ëiend I internipted he> I know- myself to be in 
danger of foiling all at onoe.' At my age one b^fins 
to be sensible of inanities ; and those of the body 
communicate with the mind. I repeat it to you, Gil 
Bias, as aaoa as you shall be of (pinion that my head 
is not' so clear as usud, give me waning: of it 
instantly. Do net be afraid of eluding 1^ frank- 
ness add sincerity ; to put me in nâad of my own 
frailty will betlwstrDageat proof of your affection 
for tùe. Besides, your very interest is concerned in 
H: fbr if it should, by any spite of chance towards 
yon, c<»ie to my ears that the peofde say in town, 
*' His grace's sermons prodkice no loi^;er their accnt- 
tomed impremoii ; it is time forhim toid>aiidonhifi 
pulpit to younger eandidates," I do assvte you most 
s^Dtisly a»d solemnly, you will lo#e not only my 
iriend^p, bat the provision for life that I have pro- 
mind: yotn Such will be.thè lesult of yoot silly 
tai^iemg with truth. 

Here iBypiA<on- leAoff to wait for my answer, 
which was an. echo of hisspeedi, and a promise of 
obeying him in ^1 things. From that moment there 
Mere na seereto &om',me : I became the prime f»TOU- 
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rite. All the household, except Metchior dé la 
Ronda, looked at me with an eye of enry. It was 
carious to observe the manner in which thé whole 
establishment, from the highest to thelowest, thought 
it necessary to drânean thémselres towards his 
grace's confidential secretary i there was no mean^ 
riess to which they would iiot stoop to cUrry iavonr 
with me: Icould scarcely believe they were. Spani- 
ards. I left no stone unturned to be of service to 
them, without being taken in by their interested as- 
siduities. My lord archbishop, at my entreaty, took 
them by the hand. He got a company for one, and 
fitted him out so as to make à handsome figure in 
the army. Another he sent to Mexico, with a con- 
siderable appointment which he procured him ; and 
I obtained a good slice of his bounty for my friend 
Melchior. It was evident from these iacts, that if 
the prelate was not particularly active in good 
works, at least he rarely gave a churlish refusal, 
when any cme had the courage to importune him for 
his benevolence. 

But what 1 did for a priest seems to deserve being 
noticed more at large. One day a certain licentiate, 
by name Lewis Garcias, a' well-looking man still in 
the prime of life, was presented to me by our stew^ 
ard, who said : Signor Gil Bias, in this honest eccle- 
siastic you behold one of my best'friends. He ws» 
formerly chaplain to a nunnery. Scandal'has taken, 
a few liberties with' his chastity. Mtilicions stories 
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h&ve been tnimped i^to haH hjm ia my lord tiick- 
hiaiiûp's opinion, who h&a suspended him, and un-^ 
fortunately is so strongly prejudiced by bis enemies, 
as to be deaf to any petition in his favour. In Tua 
have we interested the first people in Grenada, to 
get. him re-established: our master will not hear 
of it 

These first people in Grenada,:said I, have gone 
^e wrong way to work. It would have been much 
better if no interest at all had been made for the 
reverend licentiate. People have only done him a 
mischief by endeavouring to serve him.. I know my 
lord archbishop thoroughly : entreaties and impor- 
tunate recommendations do but aggravate the ill 
condition of a clergyman, who Ues under his dis- 
pleasure: it is but a very short tjme ago, since I 
heard him mutter the following sentiment to himself. 
I^he more persons a priest, who has been guilty of 
any misconduct, engages to speak to me in his 
behalf, the more widely is the scandal of the church 
disseminated, and the more severe is my treatment 
of the offender. That is very unhicky, replied the 
steward; and my &iend would be put to his last 
shifts, if he did not write agood band. But happily, 
IW'baB the pen of a ready scribe, and keeps his head 
ahftva- water rby the exercise of that talent. I was 
cuijçMS tot see whether this boasted band-writing 
was so much better than my own. The licentiate, 
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who had a spedmen in Mti pocket, shewed me ft 
âhect which I admired rery much : it had all the re- 
gularity of a wiitingmaBter's copy;- In looking over 
tliig' model of penmanship, an idea occnrred to me. 
I b^ged Oarciai to leave tUs pi^r in my hands, 
saying, that I might be able to do something with 
it, which should turn out to his advantage ; that I 
could not explain myself at that moment, but would 
tell him more the next day. The licentiate, to wh<Mn 
tfafe steward had evidently talked big about my ca- 
pacity to senre him, withdrew in as good spirits as 
if lie had already been restored to his fimcdons. 

I was in earnest in my endeavonr that he should 
be so ; and lost no time in setting by work. Hap- 
pening to be alone With the archbishop, I produced 
the specimen. My patron was delighted with ÎL 
Seizing on this favourable opportunity. Hay it i^ease 
your grace, said I, since you are determined not to 
put your homilies to the press, I should very much 
like them at least to be transcribed in this masterly 
manner. 

I am very well satisfied with your performance, 
answered Ûte prelate ; but yet I own tiiat it would be'a 
pleasant thing enough to have à copy of my works 
in that hand. Your grace, replied I, has only to 
lignify your wishes. The man who copies so well 
is a licentiate of my acquaintance. It will girehiin 
80 much the mora pleasure to gratify you, as it may 
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be the raêaas of intereitmg jour goodoe» tx> extri- 
«ate Um fran the melawiholy sitoktiw to which he 
has die BÙsfortatatt Ut present to be reducâd. 

The piélatie Could not do othentwe tfasa enquire 
the nane «f this tioenliatei I told him it was Lewis 
Oardtu. He B IB despatr ^ faannç drawn dowm 
ytm ccBBue lipon him> ilwt GartiM, mteinq>ted 
Ik, if 1 tun not tuMtaten^ was aiaptolB m a oonvent 
of iniBK,'aiiâ Ihé tecnlitoMKhtàiito theccclMÎMtioal 
earn w « ■dditatjnent. I reeiritsct boom var^ bewry 
ctiai^ wUch ha«el«Bi «eat meagaiMt Un. Hk 
nonb are «ot tife taoàt ezemplaty. Ucyit pleaae 
-Toiir ^i<afie, iMàrup«ed I innytum.itianotfior me 
to justiiy him in ail pointa ; but I know thatlM baa 
enemies. He mainttung that the authon of the in- 
formation! you have received are more bent on 
dcûng him an ill office, than on vindicating the purity 
c^ leligioQ. That very poisibly may be the case, re- 
plied the aichbishop ; ihera are a great many fire- 
brands in the world. Besides, though we should 
take it for grantad that>lBscoaductihaainot always 
beea above snaiMCMn, he may have«epanled of his 
tùifl ; in short, the merdes of heaven an infinite, 
however h^ous our transgressions. Bring that 
tidaalnte before me; t'takeOffhtsviiBpensioo. 

Thu H is that men of the mint-anstere cfauaetei 
dcMOfiad from thCir ^titudea, when interest or a 
■firrowrite whim reduces them to (be level of the ffùl. 
The aichbishop-gnttited, wiâiout a struggle, to the 
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empty vanity of having his works well copied, what 
hé had refused to the most respectable applications. 
I carried the news with all posgibte expedition to 
the steward, who communicated it to ' his . friend 
Garcias. That ' licentiate, on the following day, 
came to return me thaoks commensurate with the 
favour obtained. I presented ' him to my master, 
who contented himself with giving him a slight re- 
primand, and put the homiUes into his hand, to copy 
them out fair. Garcias performed the task so satis- 
factorily, that he was idastated in the cure of souls, 
and was aAerwardfl preferred to the living of Gabia, 
a large market tows in the neighbourhood of 
Grenada.' 



The archbttkop is afflicted wUh a stroke ofapophxjf. 
Haw Oil Bltu geU into a dilemma, and how hi 
gets out. 

While I was thus r^idering myself a blessing 
first to one and then to the other, don Ferdinand de 
Leyva was making his arrangements for leavii^ 
Grenada. I called on that nobleman before his de- 
parture, to thank him once more for the advantage^ 
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ons'post he had procured me. My expresiione of 
Batisfaction were so lively that he saia : My de» 
Gil Blaa, I am de%hted to find yon in such good 
humonr with my ancle the archbishop. I am abso- 
lutely in love .with him, answered I. His goodness 
to me has been such as I can never sofficieDtly ac- 
knowledge. Less than my present happiness could 
never have made me amends for bdng at so great a 
distance from don Cœsar and his son. I am per- 
suaded, replied he, that they are both of them 
equally chagrined at having lost you. But possibly 
you are not separated for ever ; fortune may some 
day bring yon.tt^ther again. I could not hear such 
an idea, started without being moved by it. Mj 
sighs would find vent; and I felt at that moment so 
strong an affection for don Alphonso, that I co]ald 
willingly hav« tamed my back on the archbishop 
and all the fine prospects that were opening to me, 
and have gone back to the castle of Leyva, had, but 
a mortification taken place in the back of the scan 
crow which had frightened me away. Don Ferdi- 
nand was not insensible to the emotions that agilA 
ted me, and felt himself so tnuch obliged by tben% 
that he took his leave with the assurance of the 
whole family always taking an anxious interest in my 
fate. 

,Two montiiB after this worthy gentleinan bad left 
us, in the luzuiiant harvest of my highest, favour, a 
lowering storm came suddenly over the episcopd 
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palace ; tbe archbishop had a ■troke of iqxiplerf. 
By dint of immedhite applications and good nuning^, 
in a.few days (beïe was no bodily appearance of £s- 
ease remaining. &iit his reverend intellects did not 
80 easily lecover from tbeir lethargy. I conld not 
help obserring it to myself in the very first discourse 
that' he composed. Yet there was not sniJi a wide 
gap Between the merits of the pretieiit and the for- 
ner ones, as to warrant the inference that the shb 
of oratory was many degrees advanced in its pon- 
ineiidian ccwrse, A second honùîy waa worth wajt>- 
ing for ; becanse that would cleaiijr deteimine the 
line of my conduct. Alas, and wdl-a-dayl when 
that second homily came, it was a ImOok' down a^ 
gument. Sometimes the good prelate moved for- 
wKKt, and sometimes he moved backward i sdme^ 
times he mounted up into the gan«ti and sometimes 
dipped down into the Cellar, h was a composition 
of more somid than meaning, something like a sti- 
peramulatâd scboolmaster's theme,'irtien he attempts 
to'give his boys more Mnse than he potsesaes of his 
own, or kke a capnëhin's- iemion, wfaJch raly scat- 
ten a few artificial âowêrs of paltiy rhetwic over a 
barren desert of doctrine. 

I was not the only person whom the alteration 
itmck. The andiraice at large, when he deUvereâ 
it, as if they too had trtefi pledged to Watch the ad- 
vances of dotage, said to one another in a whisper 
all lotisd tb« dnirdt : He» is a sermon, with symp- 
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toms of cqioplexy in every {^uragrapb. Come, my 
good' Coryphœus of the public taste in liomilies, said 
I then to myself, preptLre to do yonr office. YoasCe 
that my lord archbishop is goin^ very f&st; you 
oug;ht to warn him of it, not only as his bosom âiendr 
on whose sincerity he r^es, but lest some blunt fet 
low should anticipate you, and bolt out the tmth in 
aA oSensive manner. In that case you kno^ die 
consequence ; you would be struck out of bi« wilt, 
where no doubt you have a more convertible bequest 
than the licentiate Sedillo's library. 

But as reason, like Janus, looks at thing* with 
two faces, I began to consider the other «de of the 
question : &e hint seemed difiicuU t« wrap up, so «B 
to make it palatable. Authors in general are Stork 
mad on the subject of their own wdrka ; and such an 
antlior might be more testy than the common herd of 
the irritable race : but that suspicion seined illibenl 
on my part ; for it was impossible that my freedom 
flheuld be taken amiss, when it had been forced iqxm 
me by so positive an injunction. Add to this> that 
I reektmed upon handling the subject «kilfhlly, and 
«FanraoÎBg -4îscrètion dowb his throat like a hi{^- 
8easoned«picufeaD dish. Afler'all my pro and con, 
fincUng that I risked more by1a»épîi% silence than 
by breaking it, I determined to venture on the deli- 
cate duty of speaking my mind. 

Now there was but one dif&culty; a difficulty 
indeed I how to op» the business. . Luckily tl^ 
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orator himself extri«ited me from that embairass- 
ment, by asking what they said of. him in the world 
at large, .and whether people were tolerably well 
pleaded with his last discourse. 1 answered that 
there could be but one opinipn about his homilies ; 
but that it should seem as if the last had not quite 
struck home to the hearts of the audience, like those 
which had.g;one before. Do you really mean what 
you my, my friend ? replied he, with a sort of wrig- 
g^ng surprise. Then my congregation are mçre in 
the temper of Aristarchus thaa of Longinua ! No, 
may it please your grace, rejoined I, quite the coo- 
trary. Performances of that order are above the 
reach, of Tulgar criticism: there is not a soul but ex- 
pects to be saved by their influj^ce. Nevertheless, 
since you have made it my duty to be sincaie and 
unreserved, I shall take the liberty of just stating 
that your last discourse is not written with quite the 
overpowering eloquence and conclusive argument of 
your former ones. Does not your grace feel just as 
I do on the snbject? 

T)iis ignorant and stupid fhinkness of mine comr 
pletely blanched my niaster's chedc ; but he fotped 
a fretful smile, and said : Then, good master Gil 
BU^, that piece does not.exactjy hit yonr fancy.? I 
<fid not mean to say that, yonr grace, interrupted I, 
looking very foolish. It is very far superior to what 
any one dse, couldl pioditce, though a little below 
par with respect t» your ovra wotkt m general. I 
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luiow what yon meaii, replied be. Yon tiJùnk I am 
gmng down hill, do not you? Out with it at once. 
It ia your opinion that it is time foi me to think of 
retiring? I should never have had the presumption, 
aaid I, to deliver myself with so little reserve, if it 
had not been youi grace's express command. I act 
in entire obedience to your grace's orders ; and I 
most obsequiously implore yoar grace not to take 
offence at my boldness. I were unfit to live in a 
Christian hmd I interrupted he with stammering im- 
patience ; I were unfit to live m a Christian land, if 
I liked you the less for such a Christian virtue as 
sincerity. A man who does not love sincerity sets 
his face ag^ûnst the distinguishing mark between a 
friend and a flatterer. I should have given you. in- 
finite credit for speaking what you thought, if you 
had thought ajiy thing that deserved to be spoket 
I have bee» finely taken in by your ontaide shew of 
cleverness, without any solid foundation of sobei 
judgmeot ! 

Though completely unhorsed, and at the enemy's 
mercy, I wanted to make terms of decent capitula' 
tion, and to go unmolested into winter quarters : bul 
let those who think to appease an exasperated 
author, and especially an author whose ear has been 
tong attuned to the music of his own prases, take 
warning by my fate. Let ns talk no more on the 
subject, my very young friend, said he. You are as 
yet BCBicely in the rudiments of good taste, and 
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utterly incoinpètent to distinguish between gold asâ 
timel. You are yet to le&ra that I nerer in all my 
life composed a finer homily, than that unfortunate 
one which had not the honour of your approbation. 
The immortal part of me, by the blessing of heaven 
<m me and my congregation, ia less weired down 
by human infirmity than when the fie^ was stironger. 
We alt grow wiser as we grow older, Mid I shali in 
future select die peofde about me with more caution ; 
n(x submit tiie castigation of my' works but to a 
much abler critic than yourself. Oct about your 
business I pursued he, giving me an angry shore by 
the shoulders out of his clbset ; go and tell my trea* 
surer to pay yon a hundred ducats, and tidie my 
priatly blessing in Mldition to that sum. God 
speed you, good master Oil Bias ! I heartily pray 
diat yon may do well in the world I There is nothing 
to stand in your way, but the want of a little better 
taste. 
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CHAPTER V. 



The courte wAtcA Oil Blaa look aJUr the arekbithop 
had given him his danùaacU. Hit accidental meet- 
ing with the licentiate who waa to deeply t» Ait 
debt, and a picture iff gratitude w the perton of a 
parton. 

> I HADE the best of my «ay out of the cloiet, 
cursing the ctqnice, ot more properly the dotage of 
fhe arçhlûahcç, and more in dudgeon at hia absurd- 
ity, than cast down at the loss of his good grace*. 
For s<Hne time it was a moot point whether I should 
go vaA lay claim to my hundred ducats ; but aftu 
having weighed the matter dispassionately, I wu 
not such a fool as to quarrel with my bread and 
butter. There was no reason why that money, 
fitirly earned, should deprive me of my natural right 
to make a joke of this ridiculous prelate ; in which 
good deed I promised myself not to be wanting, i» 
often as bimBetf or his homilies were brought upon 
the carpet in my hearing. 

I went therefore and asked the treasurer for a 
baadred ducats, without telling a word about the 
literary war&ie between his master and me. Aftei* 
warda I called on Helcbior de la Ronda, to take a 
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long leave of him. He was too much my fnend not 
to sympathize with my misfortune. While I was 
telling; my story, vexation was strongly imprinted 
on his countenance. In spite of all his respect for 
the aichbishop, he could not help blaming; him; but, 
when ia the fever of my resentment I threatened to 
be a match ftw the prelate, and to entertain the 
whole city at his expense, the prudent Melchior 
gave me a salutary caution : Take my advice, my 
deai Gil Bias, and rather pocket the afiront. Men 
of a lower sphere in life should always be cap in 
hand to people of quality, whatever may be their 
grounds of complaint. It must be admitted, there 
are some very coarse specimens of greatness, which 
in themselves are scarcely deserving of the least res- 
pect or attention ; but even such animals have their . 
we^Ktns of annoyance, and it is best to keep out «f 
their way. 

I thanked the old valet-de-chambre for the good 
counsel he had given me, and promised tabe guided 
by it. Pleased with my deference to his opinion, 
he said to me : If you go to Madrid, be sure you 
call upon my nephew, Joseph Navarro. He is tac- 
totum in the family of signor don Balthazar de 
Zuniga, and I can venture to recommend him as a 
lad in every respect worthy of your ftiendahip. He 
is just as nature made him, with all the vivacity of 
youth, courteous in bis manners, and forward (o 
oblige : I could wish you to get acquunted with 
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)dm. I (utswend ^t I would not foil to go and aee 
tfaitf Joseph Navano as soon as I shoiild get to 
Madrid, whither I meant to return in due time. Then 
did 1 turn my back on the episcopal palace, neveV 
to grace it with mypresence again. If I had keptmy 
bdrse, i should, perhaps have set out for Toledo iln^' 
mediately; but I had sold it during the period of my 
administiatiQn, supposing that I was in o£Bce for 
life, and should not henceforward be m^atory. My 
final resolution was to hire a ready-fumisheil lodg^ 
ittg, as I had made. up my mind to stay anotiièT 
mmth in Orensda, and then to pay the count de 
Polan a visrt, 

As dinner-hour was drawing nigh, I asked my 
landlady if there was any eating-house in the neigh- 
bomrhood. She answered that there was a very 
good one within a few yards of her house, where the 
accominodations were excellent, and the compaay 
select and numerous. I made her shew rue where' 
it was, and went thither sharp set. . I was' shewu' 
into a large room, resembling the hall of a monastery 
in every thing but good cheer. There were ten or 
a dozen men sitting at a long taUe, with a cloth 
spread over it that fretted in its own grease;' but 
they, with unoffended nostrils, were engaged in 
general conversation, though they' dined indivi- 
duidly, each having a miserable scrap for his por- 
tbn. The people /of the house brought me tUy 
allowance, which at another time would have turned 
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my stomach, &Dd have made me sigh after the 
luxnries Of the table I had juat lost. But at this 
moment I was so indignaot against the archbishop, 
âtat the homely fare of a paltry eating-house seemed 
mote palatable than the daintieB of his sninptttttuB 
board. It was a bumbg shame to see such a waate 
of prorisionB served up ia soups and sauces to 
pamper the appetite. Arguing lilte a. deep examiner 
into the economy of die human frame, add reason- 
ing^ medically as well as philosophically on the 
disproportion between the simple wants of nature 
and the complexity of luxurious indulgence; cursed 
be they, said I, who invented those pernicious din- 
ners and suppers, where one must sit on the tenter- 
hooks of self-denial, for fear of overloading the 
storehouse and shop of the whole body ! Man wants 
but little here below ; and provided be can but keep 
body and soul together, the less he eats the better. 
Thus did I, in my surly vein, give utterance to wise 
saws ; which however just in theory, had hitherto 
been little recommended by my practice. 

While I was dispatching my commons, without 
any danger of asiufeitfromrepledou, the licentiate 
Lewis Gercias, who had got the living of Gdna in 
the manner above-mentioned, came into tlie room. 
Tlie moment he rec<^ised me, he ran into my 
anas with all the cordiality of friendship, or rather 
witfi the extravagant joy of a lov&c after a long exile 
from his mistress. He folded me repeatedly within 
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Itisùncere embrace, and I wu compelled to stand 
fhe bnint of a long'Winded compliment on the ijn- 
paralleled diamtercBtedness of my conduct towordi 
him. Gratitude is & fine rirtne ; and yet it is veari- 
some when carried beyond dae bounds I He took 
his seat next me, sayings : Well I a. parson must not 
«wear; though by the mass, my dear patron, since 
my g^ood fortune has thrown me in your way, we 
wOl not part without a jovial glass. But as there is 
no good wine in this shabby inn, I will take you, if 
yea please, after our make-shift dinner, to a place 
where- 1; wiU. treat you with, a couple of bottles, rich, 
genuine, and old, in comparison of which &e Faler- 
man of Horace was all a farce. The chutcb wiU 
give us absolndtm, in the cause of.gratitude 1 If I 
could bnt get you fyr a few days down at my par- 
sonage of Oabial Mteceoas was nerer more welcome 
to the poet's Sabine Ann, than the author of all my 
ease and ceikfort to the. choicest produce of a ^ebe 
iHùch is mine only by yourbenevalenee. 

While be was hiding, this bigh-âown language, 
his little dice of dinner «as set before him! He fell 
to wi^iont ib& fear of .indigestion before his eyes, 
stiU heightening the hiznty of the- repast at inter- 
rals, by fine speeches addressed to me in. the most 
faliome style of Battery. I took the Of^xirtunity, 
when his mouth was filled with something more 
mbstantial, to edge in a word or two aniidst the 
torrent; and as he had not forgotten to ask after 
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his fiieiiâ the steward, I made no bones about 
acknowledging that I was no longer' a hangier-ob of 
the church. I even went so far as to particularize 
the most trivid circumstances attending my resigna- 
tion,' to all which he listened with an attentive ear. 
After all his fine professions, who would not have 
expected to see him moved even to tears with the 
tiiToes of resentful .gratitude, to hear him thunder 
bulls and interdicts against the superannuated 
archbishop? The devil a bit! he did neither the 
one thing nor the other. But his countenaijce fell, 
and his whole air was that of an absent man ; the 
rest of his dinner' was bolted down without the gar- 
lush of intermediate talk about Mvcenas ; as soon 
as lie ' had done, he hurried from table without 
minding grace ot gratitude, wished me good day 
with a cold and distant air, and got off as fast as 
possible. The unfeeling scoundrel, perceiving that 
I -was no longer in a sitiiation for him to pump any 
thing out of me, would not even take thé trouble to 
draw a decent veil over his dirty principles. But 
such a blftGk'guard could excite no other sensation 
thaa contempt and laughter. Looking at him with 
derision, the fittest chastisement for fellows like these, 
I called after him loud enough to be heard by the 
whole room : Stop there, you nun's priest ! Go and 
put those two bottles in ice against Meecenas comes 
to the S^ine faim 1 Be sure they are rich, genuine, 
and old ; or they will be a farce to Falemian. 
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su BUa goet to the play at Orenada. .Bit swrpriie 
at teeing one of the actrestet, and what happened 
thereupon. 

No sooner hftd Garciàs rid the roots of his pre- 
sence, than two gentlemen came in, extremely well 
dreaeed, and took thdr «eats clo«e hy me. They 
began ^talking idraut ifae players of the G¥«iadA 
oompai^, and about a new piece which just then 
had a great run. According to theii account it was 
qpte the town ulk. Nothing would do for me, hot 
to go and see it that very day. I had never been 
at tte [flay wnce my residence at Grenada. As I 
had lived nearly l^e whole time in the archbishop's 
palace, where aU such profane shews were con- 
demned BB uncanonical, I had been cut off from 
every recreation of that sort. All my knowledge of 
men and manners was drawn from homilies I 

I repaired therefore to the theatre at thÇ' appointed 
hour, and found a very full house. All around me, 
discussions -were going on about the piece b^ore 
the cnvtûn drew up ; and there was not a soul in 
the numerous assembly but had some remark to 
make upon it. One liked it ; «no-âiw could not bear 
it Do not you think the dialogue b particularly 
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happy? said a candid critic on my rig;ht: Vfai 
there ever such miseTaUe stufTl cried a snarling 
critic OD my left. In good truth, if bad authors 
abound, it must be admitted that the pubUc ate at 
vaiiance about what b good and what ■• bad t but- 
the bad jndfes faave a right to be pleased for their 
money ; and as they far outnumber the. good ones, 
their fevourite writers can never want employment. 
When one only considers through what an oideal 
dramatic poets have to pass, it is matter of wonder 
that any should be found hardy. enough, at gnce to 
contend against the ignorance of the nwltAude; and 
the random shot of those' self-créatâd 'g?iidu> in 
matters of taste, who always pretend >to lead tbe 
blindness of the public judgment, and too freqùenlly 
- push it into the mire- of al^nrdity. 

At length the bufibon of the piece came forward 
by way of prologue. As soon as his gTotesqnei 
countedûice was viuble, there was a ^general c^p<^ 
ping of hands t a sura mdication of his bmg^ one-of 
thoAe spoiled actbrs, ' who are siHowed to takeanyj 
liberties with the pit, andto be applauded assv^: 
thick lead thin. In ftict,' this^plwyer nether opeoed 
his hps, nor moved a Bditde;.witliotiteiidltt>g Hal 
most cxtrarvagtstt T&ptUrM. He woaM have- per-' 
formed better, had he' been less conado».what a 
favourite he WKs: bai he pressed on that circua' 
stance most abominaUy. ' f obaërveil that he son»' 
tunes forgot vbat frù set dovm 'for fajpn, and took 
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tEe licence of adding to his part out of his ova free 
fincy ; a common cause of compisànt i^aiast low 
comedians, which, though it make the unskilful 
laugh/cannotbutmakethejudicious grieve. Would 
the audience but leceire each mirth with hisBeft, 
instead of crying bravo, they might restrain the 
absurd {nwrticcj and pnr^ the stage from barbarism. 

Some of the other perf&nners were greeted with 
the usual tokens On fiieii- entrante, Euïd pàrtîeûlRrljr 
en actress who played thè chambenAaid. lliere 
was something about her whkh tnore than usually 
attracted my attentioB ; and language miiat sink 
under the labour of ei^nvasing my' astonishment at 
tracing the feattrës of Laura, tbiit fair, that chaste, 
thatinexpresaible she, whom I supposed to be atitl 
at Madrid, waiblihgf hi one^ey, with hands, sides, 
Toke, and mind ÙKOiftoraté 4rth Arsenia. But 
the^ could he no doubt of her identity. The kick 
in her gallop, the leer in her eye, and the tripping 
pertnesB on her tongue, all conspired is evidence 
that there could be no iniatake.' ' Yet, as if I had 
reiiiaed hdief to the affidavit tif my own ey» and 
ears, I asked iter name of a gentleman who was sit- 
ting beside inÀ ' What thé deuce t Whywheredo 
you come ^n? said hé. Tou mast unquestionably 
he a new importation, not to have seen or heard of 
the divine ESt^Ua. 

The likeness was to6 perfect for me to be mia- 
taten. It was easy ta comprehend why Laura, 
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changing her sphere of action, changed ^er nomfi 
. also ; wherefore from curioBity to know how matters 
Stood with her, since the public always pry into the 
most private concerns of theatrical persona, I en- 
qulied of the same man whether this Estella had 
any, particular affair of gallantry on her hasds. He 
: informed ine that for the last two months there had 
been a great Portuguese nobleman at Grenada, Us 
name was .the marquis de Manalra, who bad laid 
out a great deal of money upon her. He might 
have told me -more, if I had not been afraid of 
becoming troublesome with my questions. I was 
better employed in jnusing on the information this 
good gentlemanfaad given me, than in attending to 
the play; and if asy-onehad asked me what it was 
all about^ when the ^ece was over, I should have 
bçen puzzled for an answer. I could do nothing 
but decline Laura and Estetla through all cases and 
numbers ; 4iU at length I boldly made up my mind 
to call at. her house the next day. Not but there 
was some risk as to the reception she might give 
me; it mightbe suspected without excess of modesty, 
that my appearance wouldgive her no great plea- 
sure in the high tide of her a&irs ; nor was it at all 
improbable that so good an actress, to revenge her- 
self on a man, with whtun -cwtainly she had an 
account to settle, might look strange, and swear she 
had never seen his foce before. Yet did none of 
these apprehensions deter me from my venturs. 
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' After a ligbt supper, for all the meals at my eating- 
house were regulated on principles of economy titid 
temperance, I withdrew to my chamber with an 
aniùous longing for the next day. 

My sleep was short and interrupted ; so that I 
got up by daybreak. But as it was to be recollected 
that a mistress in high keep was not likely to be 
visible early in the morning, I passed three or four 
hoars in dressing, shaving, powdering, and peT- 
fUming. It was my business to present mys^f 
before her in a trim, not to put her to the blnsh at 
acknowledging my acquaintance. I sallied forth 
about ten o'clock, and knocked at her door, after 
having enquired her address at the theatre. She 
was living on the first floor of a laige and elegant 
house. I told a chambermdd who opened the door 
to me, that a young man wanted to speak with her 
lady. The chambermaid went in to give my mes- 
sage, when idl at once I heard her mistress call out, 
not in the best tempered tone in the world. Who is 
the young man ? What does he want ? Shew him 
up stairs. 

This was a hint to me that my time was ill 
chosen ; that probably her Portuguese lover was at 
her toilette, and that she spoke so loud, with the 
laudable design of convincing him that she was not 
a sort of girl to allow of any impertinent intruders. 
This conjecture of miite turned out to be the fact ; 
fe marquis de Marialva lounged away almost every 
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morning vith her: I had m^de ap my mind to be- 
Ideked down stairs by way of welcome; but thftt 
admirable actress, never forgetting her cue, ran for- 
ward with open anna at the sight of me, exclaiming : 
Ah I my dear brother, is it you that I behold ? On 
the strength of |o near a kindred, she was no nig^ 
gard of her jsmbiaces ; but TecoUected herself so far 
aa to say, tifming round to the Portuguese, My lord, 
you must excuse me if nature will put in her claim, 
and trench upon good breeding. After three years 
of absence, 1 cannot see a brother once again, whom 
I love so tenderly, without expressing my feelings 
in all their warmth. Conje 1 my dear Gil Kas, 
continued she, addressing me afresh, tell me some 
newi of the family : in whftt circumstances did ypa 
leave it Î 

This whimsical scene disconcerted me at first; 
but I was not long in seeing through Laura's inten- 
tion ; and playing up to her qith a spirit scarcely 
. less than her own, answered according to the plot : 
. Heaven \>e praised, sister, till .our good folks are in 
perfect health, and well in the world. I make no 
doubt, reaitmed she, but you must be very much 
surposed to find me an. actress in Grenada; but 
hear me first and blame me afterwards. It is three 
years, as you may recollect, since my father thought 
to have established me advantageously in marriage 
with don Antonio Cœllo, an officer in the aerviee, 
who took me from the Asturias to Madrid his natii>6 
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place, ^s. moDtlis aiW our aniTidi he got into an 
«ffair of honoQr in consequence of his liaient tem- 
per. Some attentions incaulÎDUsly paid to me wefe 
tbe cause of the àffiay, and hi« antagonist was 
killed. This gentleman was of a family Mghin rank 
and mterest My hôsband, vho tbongli well born, 
had very f^ connectiona, made hta escftpe into 
Catalonia with every thing- he twuld'get together 
in jeWli and .leady money. He embai4[eâ at 
Barcelona, went over into Italy, enlisted in the 
.'Venetiui service, and finaUy tost bis life in the 
If oiea, fighting a^nst the Turks, la the mean 
time, arlanddd' éstan ffliïeh censtituteâ our whole 
revenue ma confiscated, and I vas left a widow 
with T«y little for iny support. What was to 
be done in so pressing an emergency? Th^ 
was notbb^ téft.to "pay my tratetling expenses 
bade into die Astinias. And then what should I 
bave done Huoel "l- diould helve got nothing 
:froi£ my fan^'bot along strittg^ of condolences, 
.«tack woatd hin furnished me neid>er with food 
«Oi^witii rainwntl "On the <othef liand, Ihadbeen 
too wiill brou^t up to fall ititti thoae courses^ info 
iriuoh too many poor young woiAen are betrayed 
ibr the sake of a scandalous subsistence. There 
wasJMtone thin^ remaining frar me to determine 
on. I turned actress to preserre my morals. 

So tingling a aeilse of fidicale came orer me, 
Mben Laura wOund up her romance with this pions 
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motive for turning actress, tLat I could Bcarc^ 
refrain from relieving myself by ft fit of laughter, 
But gravity was of too much consequence to be dis- 
pensed with; and I said to her with an air the 
counterpart of her own : My dear sister, I entirely 
approve of your conduct, and am heartily ^ad to 
meet with you at Grenada, and moreover settled on 
BO respectable a footing. 

The marquis de Marialva, who had act lost a 
word of all these fine speeches, swallowed down 
blindfold whatever don Antonio's widow thought fit 
to drench his credulity with. He took part in the 
conversation too : and asked me whether 1 had any 
fixed employment in Grenada or elsewhere. I 
paused for a moment to consider whether and after 
what manner I should lie ; but as there sramed no 
need in this case to draw on my invention, I told 
the truth by way of variety.. In a plain matter of 
fact manner did I rehearse my introduction to the 
archbishop's palace, and my discharge therefrom; 
to the infinite amusement of his Portngaese lordship. 
To be sure, in telling the trudi, I did not keep my 
word : for 1 could not help launching out a little at 
the archbishc^'s expense, in. spite of my solemn 
promise g^ven to Mekhior. But the best of the joke 
was, that Laura, taking my Btory ùa a fiction in- 
vented after her exam^e, burst out into peals of 
laughter; whareas the whimsicality of the circum- 
stance would have iwsed a soberer mirth, had she 
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known it to have been alloyed mût the base ingre- 
dient of veracity. 

After having come to the end of my tale, which 
closed widi just mentioning the lodging I had taken, 
dinner was announced. I instantly motioned to 
withdraw, as if intending to take that frugal meal at 
home ; but Laura would not hear of it Do you 
mean to affront me, brother ? said she. You must 
dine here. Indeed I cannot think of your staying 
any longer at a paltry inn. You must positively 
board and lodge in my house. Send your trunks 
hither this very evening ; there is a spare bed for 
you-. 

^ His Portuguese lordship, possibly not altogether 
Tcdishii^ this escesr of hospitality even to a brother, 
then interfered between ns, and said to Laura: No, 
Estella, you have not snfiicient accommodation to 
give him B B^ without inconvenience. Your bro- 
ther seems to ?m a clever young fellow ; and the 
drcumstance of nia being so nearly related' to you, 
^ves him a stnvng claim on my kindness. He shall 
be put at once upon ffly estabUshment. I am is 
want of a secretary, and shall delligfat in giving him 
the af^intment : he shall be my rigbt-hand man. 
Let him be sure to come and sleep at my house this 
very night ; I will order a room to he got ready for 
him. I will fix his regular salary, at four hundred 
docats; and if on better acquaintance I have reasoA, 
as I trust I shall, to be satisfied mth bim,. I irilL 
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place him ia a, Bituatioa to Uagh at the conseqaencet 
of baring been a little too plain-spoken with his 
patron the archbishop. 

My acknowledgments to the marquis for this- 
high honour were followed by those of Laura, who 
for exceeded me in powers of pan^yric. Let us 
drop the subject, interrupted be; it ia a settl^ 
poiot. Settled as it was, he confirmed the contract 
on the lips of his greenrroom Dulcinea, tn/i went 
his way. She iminediate|y pulled me b; the t^r^a 
into. a clpset where, secure from intemiptioii, she 
cried out, Cut my lacesl t shall burst if I do not 
give way at once to the fit of laughter that is comiqg 
.o»er me. And so she probably would; for she 
threw herself into an arm chair, and holding both 
h« aides, shoi^ted Qut her convulsive peal of mirth 
like a mad woman. It was impoBÙble for me. to 
refrain Crom following her example- When we had 
jexhausted our risible propensitiesy Own, Gil BIa8> 
said she, that we have just be^ acting a very 
hnioourous farce. Butl did not look for the con- 
oludiiig scene. My only thought was to secure you 
board and lodging under my own roof: and there 
was no othçi possibility of maicing the proposition 
in a modest way, but by passing you off for my bro- 
th». But 1 am heartily glad that the chapter of 
accidents has opened with so good a birth for you. 
The marquis de Marialva is a nobleman of Uberal 
and hoooniable sentiments, who will be better than 
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his word in wbsÀ he does for yoa. But confess 
now I There is scarcely a woman in existence except 
myself, would have given so coming-on a reception 
to a fellow who shirks his friends without saying 
with your leave or by your leave. I however am 
one of those simple-hearted girls who are glad to 
-«ecetve luck: agaiA ther bine' man they hare once 
4ared,. though Ji A should' bare offended and repented 
seven, or even seven thousand tîiaeg. 

The béat way ior nie %m to acknowledge the 
extreme iUr-bceeding of whidi I'tnid been guilty, to 
.l)li»h.andbeg,parâot^once tbr'«ll. AfUrUiisox- 
^lauatitm, die led tbe way tea very hcÂdsome 
^uiig-rotm. We placed ovrsetres at tabla, wfaet« 
having a chambeimiàd and a footboy fbi eye-wh- 
Jienes, we kept within tite bormds of brother 4md 
«ster. When we had done dinnery wg went back 
«gain into, die same closet «iiere we had been con- 
.Tctsii^ befoite. Having' oof étae to ourselves, my ' 
paragon of a Laura, giving' herself uji to her natural 
love of menimàit, and to Rer no- less naturtJ 
ettriosky, required' Irom ' Oe a faidiful atid true 
■liinrtiTe ef all my praeaid^onsi m^in&and outs, 
tàicè^that unmannerly^ Bepartfioa of ours. Igaveh» 
^fldl ondparticnlar'accoimt; nothing extenuating 
on my own behalf, nor setting down aught in malice 
«n tl^ other aide. Wfara- 1 had quenched hsr thirst 
tfSta a story, she slaked mine, by conununicating the 
particulirt of her eventful Uie to the foUowmg efiect. 
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CHAPTER VU; 
Laurt^i ttory. 

I 5UAI.I, just run orer to you, as briefly as pos- 
sible, the ciicumstanceB wbich led me to embrace 
the theatrical profession. 

After you took French leave, bo much to your 
credit, great eveuta h^pened. My mistress Ara«- 
nia, more surfeited with a glut of [Masures, than 
scandalized at their immorality, renouaced • the 
stage, and took me vith-her to a fine estate which 
she had juat porchaeed in the neighbourhood of 
Zamora, with the wages of her ainful life. We soob 
got acqu^ted in the tomi. Our viaitâ there were 
very frequent; and sometimes for a day or two to- 
gether. With the exception of these litde excamoiw, 
we were as closely domesticated as' piobatiouen 
jn a nunnery, and almost as piously employed. 

On one of our high-days and holidays, don Felix 
Maldonado, the con^dor's only son, saw me by 
chance, and took a liking to me. He soon found 
an opportunity of speaking with me in private ; and» 
as it is in vain to aSect modesty before oaewho 
knows me so well, there waa some little conttrrance 
of my own to biing the interview abouL The yons^ 
gentleman was not twenty years of age : the Terg 



:sdi.,Google 



611 BIiAS. SI 

{Hcture of Venns's aweetheart, or VemiB's sweetheart 
the very picture of him ; with a fonn for a sculptor 
to work from ; with an address so elegant, and with 
sentiments ao generous, as to throw even his per- 
Btmal graces ùato the back ground. There was such 
ftwitanittg way with him, so pressing an eameatnesB 
fa> prevail, when he took a large diamond Efom Kis 
own finger, and slid it upon mine, that it WDuM 
have been quite brutal not to have let it stay there. 
It was really something like sentiment that 1 b^an 
to entertain towards a swain of so interesting a 
character. Butwhatanabsurdthingitisforwenches 
of a cert^ sort to hook themselves upon young 
- nen of faioUy, when &eir surly fhthers hold official 
situations ! The corregidor, who had scarcely bis 
equal in the whole tribe of corregidorsi got wind of 
«ur correspondence, and determined to ^se it in a 
summary manner. He sent a host of a^aztls to 
tak« me into custody, who draped me away, in 
^te of my cries and tears, to ^e house of correc- 
tion for female penitents. 

There, without lull of indictment or form of trial, 
the lady abbess ordered me to be stripped of my ring 
and my clothes, and to be dressed in the halnt of 
the insritutioD; a long gown of grey serge tied about 
the middle with a strap of black leather, whence 
depended a rosary with large beads swinging down 
to my heels. After tMs pleasant reception, they 
tpok me inta Ethall,^ where thera was aa^ old monk„ 



:sdi.,Google 



§2 oil. BÏ.A». 

âwdeuce knows of what order, who get to.wdik, 
preaohing ap repentance: aiul resignation, pretty 
much in the B&me strain as dEtme Leonarda, when 
she exhorted you to patience in the subterraneouK 
cavern. He told me that 1 waa excessivoly obliged 
indeed to those good people who had sa kindly &hiit 
me up, and could never thank them sufficiently for 
their good deed> in lescning me from, the haipy 
talons of the world, the flesh, and the devil. But I 
, mast frankly own tbat all my other sins wei^ pressed 
down and belied, high with ingratitude : far from 
overflowing with the milk of hum^ kindness to- 
wards those who had conferred such a^ favour uptm 
me, I abused them in terms that would have put 
uy dictionaiy to the Uush. 

Ei|;iit days thus passed in this .wilderness of 
desolation; but on the. ninth,, for I h^ notched the 
hours aad even the minutes on a stick, my fate 
seemed be^nniag to taiie, aaothet tum> Ciosung 
a UttJe couit, I met the house st^waxd, a:penona|;e 
whose will was absolute ; yes, the lady abbess hei^ 
self' was obedient to his iWiU.-. He rendered an. 
account of his stewwdsl^ tfi W^^ but the corregi- 
àor,< on ^om alone he was dtpwident, and whose 
conBdenoe in him was unbounded- His name, was 
Pedro Zendono; and the town of Sabedoa in Biscay 
laid claim to the honour of his birth. Figure t« 
yourself a tall man, with the complexion of a 
nmnmy and the hvn anatomjr of a dealer in auvti» 
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ficatioD ; he might h&ve sat for the penitent thief ia 
a picture of the crucifixion. He scaicely ever cut 
a carnal glance towards ua Magdalens. You never 
saw such a face of rank hypocrisy in all your life, 
though you have spent some part of it under the 
same roof with llie archbishop, and are not noac- 
qu^nted with th^ clergy of his diocese. 

But tp return from this digression ;....! met this 
sigoOT Zendono, who said to me sUly as he passed: 
Take comfort,, my ^rl; I am sensibly affected widi 
your wretched case. He said no more, and. went on 
his way, leaving me ta make my own commits on 
so concise and general a text. As he looked like a 
good man, and there was no positive evidence to 
set against his looks, I was sHnplet<m enough to 
l^cy that he had taken the trouble of enquiriug 
why I was shut ug; ,aJid vacant, not finding me so 
-atrocious a cutpnt 9^. to deserve such c^mefiil 
' Ijisults, to take my part; witti the corregidor. But I 
was not up to the tiicks of the Biscayan ; he had a 
Dfuch longer head- Hç was turning over in his 
joind the scheme of a^i elopemcivt, a&d madfi Ute 
proposal to me'in profound privacy Boqie days aflei- 
waida. JUly dear Laura, said he, your, sufferings 
have taken such deep possession of my mind, that I 
have determined to end them. I am perfectly aware 
that my own ruin is mvolved in the measure; but ' 
needs must when the tender passion drives. To- 
morrow momii^ do I intend to ifUte you oat of 
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prison, &Dd conduct yon ib person in Madrid. Ko 
sacrifice is too great for the pleasure of being; yonr 
deltrerer. 

I was very near fainting with surprise and joy at 
this promise of Zendono, who concluding from my 
acknowledgments that my very life depended on 
my rescue, had the efirontery to carry me off next 
day m the fece of the whole town, by the following 
device. He told the lady abbess that he had orders 
to take me before the correg^dor, who was at bis 
country box a few miles off, and without betraying 
himself by a single change of countenance, packed 
roe off mth him for my companion, in a post-chaise 
drawn by two good mules which he had bought for 
the occasion. Our only attendant was the driver, 
a servant of his own, and entirely devoted to the 
steward by stronger ties than those of gratitude. 
We began bowling away, not in the direction of 
Madrid, as I had taken for granted, but towards the 
frontiers of Portngalj whither we got in less time 
than it took the corrëgidor of Zomora to receive the 
deposition of oar flight, and uncouple his pack or 
set them barking at our heels. 

Before we entered Braganza, the Biscayan madfe 
me put on man*s clothes, with which he had taken 
the precaution of providing himself. Reckoning on 
me as being foirly launched in the same boat with 
him, be said to me in the inn where we put up : 
lordy Laurai,do not take it unkindly of me to hare 
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brougbt you into PortugaL The corregidor of Za- 
mora vill make' our owD country toohot to hold us; 
for in hiB eyes we are two criminals, under the 
weight of whose enorraities k is not for Spain to 
groan. But we may set his malice at defiance in 
this distant realm, though at the present conjuncture 
under the dominion of the Spanish monarchy. At 
least we shall stand a better chance for safety here 
than at home. League your fortunes with those of 
a man, who would follow you in prosperity or in ad- 
versity through the world. Let us fix our residence 
at Coimbra. There I mil get employed as a spy for 
die inquisition ; under the- cover of that formidable 
ttibunal, a refreshing shade for us, but Cimmerian 
darkness to its victims, our days will glide smoothly 
on in ease and pleasure, and we shall fatten on the 
spoil of religious delinquency. 

A proposal so much to the point gave me to un- 
derstand that I had to do with a blight, who had 
other motives for officiating as the guardian of dis- 
teeased damsels, besides tlie hoMur of chivalry. I 
saw at once that he reckoned much on my gratitnde, 
and still moie ob my distress. Nevertheless, though 
these two pleas were almost equally eloquent in hig 
&vour, I rejected his addresses with disdam. The 
reason was, that there were two advocates still more 
eloquent on the side of a refusal ; a certainty that he 
was disagreeable, and a strong suspiciou that he 
vas poor. But when he letumed to the chai^ 
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and offered to say the grace of matrimony before Ite 
fell to, proving to me at the SEune time, by the unde- 
niable evidence of cub in hand, that his steward- 
ship had enabled bim to live in clover for a long 
time to come, the truth must come out in spite of 
blushes 1 my heart was softened, and my ears un- 
stopped. I was dazzled by the gold and jewels 
which be laid out in burning .row before me, and 
became a living monument in my own peraon, that 
miraculous transformations are effected by the power 
of pelf, as well as by the wand of love. My Bis- 
caysn became, by little and little, quite another sort 
fi{ man in my eyes. Hia tall body and bare bones 
were plumped up into a shapely and commanding 
figure; hia cadaverous complexion was improved 
into a manly brown; even that look, as if butter 
would not melt in his mouth, wee no longer hypo- 
crisy, but a staid and decent aspect. Having made 
these discoveries, I accepted his hand widiout any 
material abhorrence, and he plighted the usual vows 
in all due fom^ Ail«r this, Uke à good wife, I kept 
the spirit of contradiction as much as possible under 
the hatches. We resumed onr journey ; and Coim- 
bra soon received a new faarily mthin its w^s. 

My husband stocked my wardrobe as became my 
sex and stati<m, making me a present of several dia- 
monds, among which 1 fixed my eye on that of don 
Felix Maldonado. There were no further docn- 
ments wanting, to give a shrewd guess whence came 
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sU the precious stones I; had oeea, and to be morally 
certain that I had not married a troublesomely nice 
observer of the eighth article in the decalogne. Yet, 
considerii^ rayeelf aa tlie main spring of all his httle 
■deviatiofiB frtumthe strictlawof propriety, it was not 
for me to judge harshly on that poinL A woman 
can alnrays find a. p^lliaticai for the misdeeds wbidt 
are set in modon by the power of her own beauty. 
But for that, be certtùnly wQvid have ranked no 
higher than one of the wicked in my estimation. 

I had no giea,t reason to complain of him for two 
or three months. His attentions vrere always polite 
and Icind, amounting apparently to a sincere and 
tender affection-. But do such thing I These proofs 
of wedded loveit^isworshippingwith the body, and 
«ndowing with the worldly goods, were all hut a 
eopy of his countenance ; for the cheatiug feUow 
meant, as men serve a.cucumt>er, to throw me away 
an the first opportunity. One mining, at my return 
.firam mass, I found nothing at home butthebsce 
: wallf i the moTcableq, .nc4 e^ceptmg my own «f^ 
paxel) erei? ifigk and ey«ry thread had been carried 
.off. Zendpae Aud his faithful swant had taktn 
their measures so adroitly, tiiat in less than an hour 
the house had been completely gutted i so that with 
noUùqg but the govn 14)0» my back, and don Felix's 
ring, as good luck would have it, on my 'finger, here 
.stood I, like another Ariadne, abandoned by the iin- 
. -grMfful rifier of my effects as well as of my charmi. 
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But you may take my word tot it, I did not beguile 
the sense of my misfonunes in tn^dy, elegy, scene 
individable, or poem unlimited. I rather fell upon 
my knees, and blessed my guardian angel, for hav- 
ing delivered me from a rascal who must sooner ar 
lat^ fall into the hands of justice. The time we had 
puaed togedier I considered in the light of a dead 
loss, and my spirits were all on the alert to make up 
for it. If I had heen inclined to stay in Portugal, 
as a hanger-on to some woman of fashion, I should 
have found no difficulty in suiting myself; but, whe- 
ther it was patriotism, or some astrological conjunc- 
tion, preparing abetter fortune for me under the in- 
fluence of the planets, my w^iole heart was best on 
getting back into Sptùn. I applied to a jeweller, 
who valued my diamond and gave me cash for H, 
and the»- took my departure with an old Spanish 
lady who was going to Seville in a postchaise. 

This lady, whose name was Dorothea, had been 
to see a relation settled at Coimbra, and was on her 
return to Seville, where she lived. There was such 
a sympathy between us, as made us fest (riends ob 
the very first day of our acquainlance ; and the at- 
tachment grew so elose while we travelled together, 
that the lady ionsted, at onr journey's end, on my 
making her house my home. I had no reason to 
repent having formed such a connection. Never was 
there a woman of a more charming character. One 
might still conclude from the turn of her couq- 
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^«iiaiiée, and from' th« spirit not yet qaenched m bef 
eyes, that in her youth, the catgut of many a guitar 
muBt have been fretted under her window. Aa a 
proof of this, she had many trials -what a aUte of 
widowhood was ; btr husbands had all beea of noble 
l»Fth, and her finances were floorishiag on the acett- 
mulation of her «ereial jointures. 

Among other admirable qualities, she had that of 
not visiting severely the frailties of her own sex. ' 
When I let her into the secret of mine, she entered 
so warmly into my interests, as to speak of Zendono 
with more slncenb^ than ^ood manners. What 
gracelesB fellows these men are I said she in a tone, 
from which one might infer that-riie had met with 
some ligiht-fingered steward in the passing of htt- 
accounts- They would not be worth picking off a 
dunghill, if one could ^o withopt them I There Is a 
large fraternity of sorry scoundrels in the world, 
who make it their sport to gain the hearts of women, 
and then desert them. There is, however, one con- 
soling circumstance, my dear child. Accordii^ to 
y(Hir account, you are by do means bound -^t to 
that faiddess Biscayan. If your marriage with bim 
was auffioieatly formal tosave yout oiedit with Ae 
wwld, on the other hand, it was contracted loosely 
enough to admit of your trjângy<Air luck at a better 
match, whenever an opportunity may fall in your 
way, 

I went out tv&j day with Derodiea, «ther to 
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diuicb, 01 to visit among her friends ; both likely M* 
casioQi of picking up an adreotttre t lo that I attnu:> 
ted the notice of «everal gentlemen, lliere were 
some of them vho had a mind to feel how the land 
1^. They nude their proposals to my Tenerable 
pnrtectreis v but these had not wherewithal to defray 
the expenses of an establishment, and those were 
mere linfledgdd boys under age; an ingupcrable ob- 
jection, which left me Tcty Utde merit in tomiBg a 
deaf ear to them. Oneday a whim sened Dorotea 
uid me, to go and see a play at Seville. The bills 
announced a tevourtle and standard piece : £1 Eat' 
. baxador de Si-dùsmo, written by Lope de Yeg^ . 
) Among the actreases ^lo came upcm Ha stage^I 
discovered one of> my old cronies. It was. imposa- 
ble to have forgotten Phetiicia, that bouncing good- 
hnmonred girl whom yon have seen as Florimonde's 
waiting-maid, and have supped with more than once 
atArsenia's. I *as awaie that Phentciahad left: 
Madrid above two years ago, but had aever heard of 
her toraiiig actress. 1 tonged so earnestly to em- 
brace her, that the piece appeared- qidte tedious. 
Perhaps too there might be some fkult in those who ' 
played it, as being neither good enough- nor bad 
enongh to ^kxA me' entertunment. Fm as to my 
own temper, which .is thilt of seeking diversion 
wherever I can find, it, I most confess that an actor 
supremely ridiculous answers my purpose just as 
well as the most finished perform^ of tfie age. 
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' At last, Hie moment I bad been mitingr for beingr- 
Krrived, namely the dropping of the cnrtatn on this 
faTOnrite and standard piece, va went, for my widow 
wonid go with me, behind Uw scene», when w« 
caught a glimpse of Pfaenioia, who wu playing off 
the amiable and unafiected simpleton, and lùlenÎD^ 
with all the pmnness of studied simplitùty to the- soft 
chirping of a young stagefinch, who bad endently 
saffered himsetf to be caught in the hirdlime of ' heir 
prOfbsnAd or meretricioni taknta. No «ooner did 
her eye meet mine, Aan she quitted him with a gen- 
-tefel apology, ran up to me whh opcnanns, and 
laTished upon me all the demonstrations of strong 
attadiment imaginable. Oai expresnons of joy at 
this unexpected meeting were indeed reciprocal ; but 
neither time nor place admitting of cuiy very copious 
indulgence in the prÏTilege of asking questions, we 
«djourned tin the following day, with a [nomise of 
renewing out mutual enquiries thi^' and threefold, 
under the shelter of her iUendly ro(rf> 

He pleasuh of talldng is the inextinguishable 
passion of wràian, coeval with the act of breatlùng, 
I' cAuId not get a wink of sleep all nigb^ for the 
burning desire of haring'a gr^ple with Phenicia, 
and closmg in upon her in (he eonflietof curiosity. 
Witiiess all the powers who preside over tattling, 
vAiether the love of lying in bed, anotiier passion of 
woman, prevented me fh»h getting tq) and flying to' 
my appcùntment art early as good mannehf would 
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allow. She lived with the rest of thé coûipan^ iû a 
large ready furnished lodg^n^. A female attendant 
who met me at entrance, od being requested to shew 
me Phenicia's apartment, led the way up Btairs to a 
gallery, aloDg which were ranged ten or twelve 
BmaU rooms, divided only by partitions of deal 
boards, and inhabited by this merry band. My 
conductress knocked at a door which Phenida 
opened ; for her tongue was cruelly on the fidget to 
be let loose, as well aa my own. We allowed our- 
aelves no time for the impertinent ceremiwies which 
usually usher in a visit, but plunged at Mice into a 
most furious career of loquaci^. It seemed as if 
we should have a tight bout together. There were 
so many interro^tories to be bandied backwards 
and forwards, that question and answer rebounded 
like tennis-balls, only with tenfold velooity. 

-After having related our adventures each to other, 
and enquired into the actual coadition of affairs, 
Phenicia asked me how 1 meant to provide for my- 
self. My reply was, that I purposed, while waiting 
for something better, to get a situation with some 
young lady of quality. For shame, exclaimed my 
other self, you shall not think of such a thing. Is it 
possible, my darUng, that you should not yet be dis- 
gusted with menial service ? Are you not heartily 
sick of knocking under to the good or ill ple8Bur« of 
others, of being cap-in-haod to all their caprices, 
and after all to be entertuned with that «achange- 
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able tune called a scolding, in a void, to be a dbvn- 
ri^t slave ? Why do not you follow my example, 
uid turn your thoughts towards the stage? Nothing 
can be better suited to people of parts, when they 
bappeu not to be equally favoured in the articles of 
wealth and birth. It is a sphere of life which holds 
a middle rank between the nobility and mere trades- 
people ; a profession exempted from all troublesoma 
restraint, and rùsed fkr above the common preju- 
dices of humble and decent society. The public are 
our bankers, and we draw upon them at sight. Wc 
Uye in a continual round of ecstasy, and spend our 
money to the full as fast as we earn it. 

The theatre, (for she went on at a great rate,) is 
favourable above all to women. When I lived with 
Florimonde, it is a misery to think of it, 1 was re- 
duced to take up with the supernumeraries of the 
prince's' company ; not a single man of fashion paid 
the least attention to my figure. How came that 
about ? Because they never got a glimpse of it. Thft 
SneU picture in the world may escape the admira- 
tion of the connoisseurs, if it is not placed in a 
proper light. But since I have been suitably framed 
uid varnished, which could only happen in conse- 
quence of a theatrical finish, what a revolution ! The 
finest young fellows of all the towns we pass through 
are shufliing at my heels. An actress therefore has 
all her little comforts about her, ^thout deviating 
from the line of her duty. If she is discreet, bjf 
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whkbwe mean that ahe BboiUid niA admit more tlua 
«Be lover into ber good graces at a time, her exem- 
plary GODdact is cried np as without a parallel. 
She is called a very Niobe for her coldness ; and 
"whea she changes her favomite, she is Tcprimanded 
OS slightly by the world, as a lawfiil widow who 
manies a few weeks too soon after thedeatii of her 
first husband. If, however, the widow should lo(A 
for luck in odd nmnbers, and take to herself a third, 
the contempt of all mankind is poured down on ber 
devoted head ; she is considered as a monster of in- 
delicacy ; whereas we happier w<xnen are so mucli 
the more in rogue, as we add to the list of our 
&ivourites. After having been served up to a- hun- 
dred different lovers, some battered nobleman finds 
ua a dainty dish for himself. 

Do you mean that by way of news ? interrupted I 
aa.ahe uttered the last sentiment. Do you imagine 
me to be ignorant <^ these advant^es ? 1 have often 
conned them over in my mind, and they are but too 
alluring to a ^1 of my character. The attractions of 
die stage would be irresistible, were incUaation ail- 
But some little talmt is indispensable ; and I have 
not a spark. I have sometimes attempted to r^earse 
passages from plays before Arsenia. She was never 
satisfied with my performance; and that disgusted 
me with the profession. You are easily put out of 
conceit with yourself, replied Phenicia. Do not you 
know that these great actcesses are very apt to be 
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lésions ? With all their vanity, they are afraid lest 
Aome newer face phould put them out of counte- 
nance. In short, I would not be guided by Arsenia 
OB that subject; she did sot give her real opinion. 
In my judgment, and without meainng to flattei 
you, the theatre is yoar natural element. You have 
admirable powers, free and graceful action, a fine- 
toned voice, volubility of declamation, and such a 
turn of countenance ! Ah 1 yau little rogue I you will 
bring all the young fellows behind tl>e scenes, if once 
you take to the boards I 

She plied me with many flattering complimenta 
besides ; and made me récite some lines, only by 
way of enabling me to form my own judgment as to 
my theatrical genius. Now that she was my censor, 
it seemed quite another diing. She praise4 me up 
to the skies, and held all the actresses in Madrid as 
mere makeweights in the scale. After such a. tes- 
timony, it would have be«i inexcusable to hesitate 
aboQt my own merit. Arsenia stood attainted, nay 
convicted of jealousy and treachery. < There could 
be no question about my being every thing that was 
dfiligfatfii). Two players happened to ^op tn fay ac- 
ddent, and Pbenicia prevùled on me to repeat the 
lines I had already spouted ; they fell into a sort of 
entiinsiasljb trance, whence they were roused only 
to launch out fervently in admiration of me. liter- 
ally, had they all three been flattering me up fpr a 
Vager, they could not have adopted a more eStrft- 
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ragant scale of panegyric. Hy modeg^ was boi 
proof agdnst such praise from thoBe who were them' 
selves praised. 1 began to think myself really wodb 
something ; and now was my whole heart and soul 
turoed towards a theatrical life. 

Since this is the case, said 1 to Phenicia, the affitir 
is detennined. 1 will follow yonr advice and engage 
in yonr company, if they wilt accept me. My friend, 
transported with joyat this proposal, clasped me ia 
her arms ; and her two companions seemed no less 
delighted than herself at finding me in that hnmonr.' 
It was settled that I should attend the theatre on the 
following day in the morning, and exhibit before the 
collected body the same sample of my talent as ï 
had just displayed. If I had bought golden opin- 
ions from Phenicia and her friends, the actors in 
general were still more complimentary in their judg- 
ment, after I had recited but twenty lines before 
them. They gave me an engagement with the ut- 
most willingness. Then there was nothing thought 
of but my &Bt appearance. To make it as striking- 
as possible, I laid out all the money remainii^ from 
aie sale of my ring; and though my funds would- 
not allow of being splendid in my dress, I discovered' 
theart of substituting taste for glitter, and convert- 
ing my poverty into a new grace. 

At lengd) 1 came out. What clapping of handsl 
what general admiration! It would he speaking, 
funtly, my friend, to tell yon downright that the 
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fcpMtstws Wcte all m an ectaay. You must have 
heard with your own ears what a noise I made al 
Seville, to believe it. The whole talk of the town 
was about me, and the house was crowded foi three 
weeks successively ; lo that this aovelty restored the 
theatre to its popularity, when it w&a evidently 
1>eginning to decline. Thus did 1 come upon the 
stage, and step into public favour at once. But to 
come upon the stage with such distinction, is gene- 
rally a prelude to coming upon the town ; or at least 
to putting one's self up at auction to the best bid- 
der. Twenty sparks of all ages, from seventeen to 
-serenty, were on the list of candidates, and would 
have worn me in my newest gloss. Had 1 followed 
my own inclination, I should hs^e chosen the 
youngest, and the most of a lady's roui ; but in our 
profession, interest and ambidon most bear the sway, 
-tDl we have feathered our nest; that is as invariable 
a rule as any in the prompt-boolc. On this princi' 
pie, don Ambrosio de Nisana, a man in whom age 
and ugliness had done their worst, but rich, gener- 
ous, and one of the most powerful noblemen in An- 
dalusia, had the refusal of the bargain. It is true 
'that he paid handsomely for it. He took a' 6ae 
'bouse for me, furnished it in the extreme of -mag^ 
nificence, allowed me a man cook of the first emi- 
nence, two footmen, a lady's maid, and a thousand 
^Dcatt a month for my personal expenses. Add to 



:sdi.,Google 



78 GIL BIAS. 

oU diis ft rich wardrobe, and an elegant aesortmeDt 
of jewels , 

What a levolntion in my adUrs 1 My poor biaia 
was completely turned. I could not believe myaeitf 
to be the same person. Nowonderif girls aoon for- 
get the meanness and mÎBery whence some man of 
quality has rescued them in a fit of caprice. My 
confession shall be without reserve : public applause, 
flattering speeches buzzed about on every side, and 
don An^rosio's passion kindled such a flame of self- 
Gooceit, as kept me in a continual ferment of extra- 
vagance. I considered my talents as a patent of 
nobility. I put on the woman of fashion ; and be- 
coming as chary as 1 had hitherto been lavish of my 
amorous challenges, determined to look no lower 
than dukes, counts, or marquises. 

My lord of Nisana brought some of his friends to 
sup with me every evening. It was my gare to in- 
vite the best cotnpanioas among our actresses, tuid 
we wore away a good part of the night in laughing 
and drinking. I fell in very kindly with so dehcious 
a life; but it lasted only six months. Men of rank 
are apt to be whimsical ; but for that fault, they 
would be too heavenly. Don AmbrOsio deserted me 
for a young coquette from Grenada, who had just 
brought a pretty person to the Seville market, «bd 
knew how to set offhei wares to the best advantage. , 
But I did not &«t after him more than four-and- 
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tve&ty houTS. - His place was sBftptîeâ by a young 
fellow ef tvo-and-tweuty, don Lewi» d'Alcacer, with 
whom few Spaniards could vie in pdnt of face and 
figure. 

You will ask me doubtUis, and it is natural to à(> 
so, why I selected so green a spng of nobility for my 
paramoni, when my own experience so strongly dis^ 
snaded from such a choice. But, besides "that don 
Lewis had neither father nor mother, and was al- 
ready in possession of his fortune, you are to know 
that there is no danger of disagreeable consequences 
attacking to any but gn-ls in a servile condition of 
life, or those unfortunate loose fish who are game 
far every sportsman. Ladies of our profession we 
privileged persons; we let off our charms hke a 
rocket, and are not answerable for thé damage ^rtreie ' 
they fall ; so much the worse for those families whose 
heirs we set in a blaze. 

As for Alcacer and myself, we were so strong^ 
ifttachcd to one another, that I verity believe, lore 
never yet did such exécution, as when he took aim 
at us two. Our passion was of such a violeot 
nature, that we seemed to be under the influence of 
some spell. Those who knew how well we were to- 
gether, thought us the happiest pair in the world; 
but we who knew best, found ourselves the mo^ 
miserable. Though don Lewis had as fine an out>- 
nde as ever fell to the lot of man, he was at the 
same thae so jealous, that there was no living for 
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vexation at bis nnfouaded sunnisea. It wa» of no 
use, knowing his weakness and bammiring it, ta lay 
an embargo on my looks, if ever a male creature 
peeped into harbour ; bis suspicious lemper, seldom 
at a loss for some crime to impute, rendered my 
armed neutrality of no avail. One most tender mo- 
ments had always a spice of wrangling. Thece was 
no standing the brunt of it; patience could hold out 
no longer on either side, and we quanelled more 
peaceably than we had loved. Gould you believe 
that die last day of our being together was the hap- 
piest ? Both equally wearied out by the perpetual 
recurrence of unpleasant circumstances, we gave a 
loose to our transports when we embraced for the 
last time. We were like two wretched captives, 
breatJiing the fresh air of liberty after all the horrors 
of our prison-house. 

Since that adventure, I have worn a breastplate 
agtdnst the little archer. No more amorous non- 
sense for me, at least to a troublesome excess I It. 
■B quite out of our line, to sigh and complain like 
Arcadian shepherdesses. Those should never pve 
way to a passion in private, who hold it up to ndi - 
cule before the public. 

While these events were passing in my domestic 
establishment, Fame had not hung her trumpet 
breathless on the willows ; she spread it about uni-' 
versally tliat I was an inimitable actress. That ce- 
lestial tattler, though bankrupt times out of number* 
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aiill contrives to rerire her credit ; the comedians of 
Grenada therefore wrote to offer me an engagement 
in their company ; and by way of evidence that the 
proposal was not to be scorned, they sent me a 
statement of tbeir daily receipts and disbursements, 
with their terms, which seemed to be advantageaus. 
That being the case I closed, though grieved in mv 
faeùt to part with Phenicia, and Dorothea, whom I 
loved as well as woman is capable of loving woman. 
I left the first laudably employed in melting the 
-plate of a little ha^Ung goldsmith, whose vanity so 
(ax got the better of his avarice that he must needs 
iiave a theatrical heroine for his mistress. 1 forgot 
to tell you that on my translation to the stage, from 
mere whiro, I changed the name of Laura to that of 
-EstelU; and it was under the latter name that^I 
took ÛÙB engagement at Grenada. 

My first appearance was no less snccessfhl here 
thu) at Seville; and I soon felt mys^ wafted along 
by the sighs of my admirers. But resolving not to 
&vour any except on honourable' terms, i kept a. 
ipnard of modesty in my intercourpe with them,whidi 
threw dust in their eyes. Nevertheless, not to be 
the dupe of virtues which pay very tndiâerently, and 
were not exactly at home in their new mansion, I 
was balancing whether or- not to take up with a- 
young fellow of mean extractkin, who had a place 
tmder government,, and assomed the style of a gen- 
tleman in virtue of his office, with a good tabic and 
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handsome equipage, «ben I saw tbe marquis de^ 
Marialva for the first time. Thia Portuguese noble- 
mao, travelling ovev Spain from mere curiosity, stop- 
ped at Grenada as he passed through it. He came 
to the play. I did not perform that evening. His 
examination of the actfesses was very particilliu', 
and he found one to his liking. Their bcquain tance 
commoiced on the very nest day ; and the definitive 
treaty was very nearly concluded when I appeared 
t^n the stage; What with some personal grdces, and 
ao little affectation in setting them off, the weatfaer- 
eociL veered about all on a sudden ; my Portuguese 
was mine and mine only tUl death do us part Yet 
since the truth must be told, I knew perfectly weU. 
that my sister of the sock and buskin had entrapped 
this noblranan, and spared no pains fo chouse her 
out of her prize; to' my succès you are yourself a- 
witness. She bears me no smalLgiudge on that ac- 
«ount ; hut the thing could not be avoided. She 
ought to reSect that it is the way of all («iaaie ficsh ; 
that the dearest friends play off the same trick upon 
«ne another, and put. a good face upon it into tluL 
bai^in,. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



The reception of GU Bias among the players at Gre- 
nada ; and another old acquaintance picked -up in 
the green-room. 

Just as Laura was fiaishing her story, there cfuna 
io an old actress who lived in her neighbourhood, 
and was come to take her to the theatre as she 
|»ssed by. This vénérable tatelarj of the stage was 
Admirably fitted to play some superatanuated stntm- 
pet aJDOng the heathen g<>ddesses in a pantomime. 
My aister was not remiss in introducing her brotber 
to liiat stale old hanidan, whereupon a profasion of 
compliments were bandied about on both sides. 

I left them ttçethér, telling the steward's relict 
th«t I mmM join bra again at the [dayhouse, as BOOS 
as I had sent my baggage to the miirquis de Ha- 
nalva's, to whose resideoce she directed me. First 
I w^t to the room I had hired, whence, after having 
K^vA. with, my landlady, I repaired with a portei 
who carried my luggage to a large ready iurnished 
tkoase, where my new master was qnartered. At the 
door i met his steward, who asked me if I Was not 
the lady Estella's. brother. I answered in the affir- 
■wtiVB. Then you are wdcome, signer cavslieTi re- 
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plied be. The marquis de Marialva, whoee Bteward 
I have the honour to be, has comnUBsiooed me to 
receive you properly. There is a room got ready 
for you ; I will shew you ihs way to it, if yon please, 
that you may be quite at home. He took me up to 
the top of the house, and thrust me into so small a 
room, that a very narrow bed, a chest of drawers, 
and two chairs completely filled it This was my 
apartment. You will not have much spare room, 
said my conductor, but as a seuoff, I promise you 
that you shall be superbly lodged at Lisbon. 1 
locked up my portmanteau in the wardrobe and put 
the key in my pocket, asking at the same time, what 
was>tfae hour of supper. The answer was, that his 
lordship seldom supped at home, but allowed each 
servant a monthly sum for board wages. I put se- 
veral other questions, and learnt that the marquis'» 
people were a h^py set of idle fellows. After a con- 
Torsatiou short and sweet, I left the steward (o go 
and took for Laura, reâecdng much to my own satie- 
&ction OQ the b^py omens I drew from the opening 
of my new situation. 

As 800D as I got to the playhouse door, and men- 
tioned my name as Estella's brother, there was free 
admission at once. You might have observed the 
forwardness of the ^ards to make way for me, just 
as if 1 had been one of the most considerable noble- 
men in Grenada. All the supernumeraries, door- 
keepers, and receivers of checks whom 1 enconn- 
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tered in my progress, made me their very beat bows. 
But what I should like best to give the reader an 
idea of, is the serions reception which the merry 
Tagr&nta gave me in the green-room, where I found 
the whole dramatis personee ready dressed, and on 
the point of drawing up the curtain. 'Hie actovt 
and actresses, to whom Laura introduced me, fell 
upon me without mercy. The men wesre quite trou- 
blesome with their greetings ; and the women not 
to be outdone, laid their plastered feces alongside of 
mine, till they covered it with a villaincma compoond 
of red and white. No one choosing to be the last 
in making me welcome, they all paid their compli- 
ments in a breath. .£olus himself, answering from 
bU the points of the compass at once, would not 
have been a match for them : but my sister was ; for 
the loan of her tongue was always at the service of 
nfriend, and shebroughtmecompletely outof debt 

But I did not get clear off with the squeezes of 
the principal perfonners. The civilities of the scene- 
painters, the band, the prompter, the candle-snufier, 
and the call-boy were to be endured with patience ; 
all the understrappers in the theatre came to see me 
run the. gauntlet. .Oue would have supposed one's 
self in a foundting hospital, and that they had none 
of them ever known what sort of animals brothers 
and Hsters were. 

In the mean time .the play began. Some gentle- 
men «bo were behind the scenes, then ran to get 
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■eaU in the front of the hbuM ; for my paît, feËling 
myself quite at home, I coatinfted in convenaticU 
with those of the actors who were waiting to go on. 
Among the number there was one whom they called 
Melchior. The name struck nje. I looked hard Rt 
the person who ansHered to it, and tbtmgfit I had 
seen him somewhere. At last I recollected that H 
was Melchior Za|>ata, a poor strolling- player, who 
hai be&t described in the first volume of this true 
history, as soaking his crusts in the pure element 

I immediately took faint aside, end said : I am 
much BÙstaken if you are not that signor Melchior 
withwhtMu I had the honour of bTeakfasting one day 
by the margin of a clear fountain, between V^lsdo* 
lid and Segovia. 1 was with a journeyman bàtber> 
We had some provisions with us which we clubbed 
with yours, and all three partook of a little ruml 
feast, to which wit and anecdote gave additional 
r^sh. Zapata bethon^t him for a minute or two, 
and then answered : You tell me of a circumstanea 
which often siucecame aaostiaj mind. I had thes. 
jmt been trying my fortune at Madiid, and was re- 
tunuBg to Zamora. I recollect peifectly diat my 
affidrs were a little out at elbows. I recollect it too, 
replied I, by the token of a doublet vhich you won, 
lined vrith play-bills. Neither have I forgotten that 
you complained, of. having a wife cursed with incor~ 
ruptible chastity. Oh I that misfortune has found its 
lemedylougago, said Zapata, shying fais ears. By 
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aH the powers of womanhood, the jade has effectu- 
ally reformed that virtue, Euid gives me a warmer 
lining to my doublet. 

I was going to congtatnlate him on his wife's 
having shewn so much sense, when he was obliged 
to leave me and go on the stage. Being curious to 
Icnow what sort of an animal his wife was, 1 went 
up to an actor and desired him to point her out. He 
did so, saying at the same tiiAe : There she is* it is 
Nardasa; the prettiestof all our women etcApt your 
■liter. 1 conduded that Uiis must be the actress lit 
whose favour the marquis de Marialva had dedatcd 
before meeting with his Estella ; and my codjectnts 
WM but too correct After the play I attended 
£auta homej where I saw sevoml. cooks preparing a 
handsome entert^oment. You may sup here, said 
she. I will do no sudi thing, answered I : the muqnis 
perttaps will like to be alone with you. Not àt all, 
teplied the; he is coming with two of his own 
fiends atid one of our gentlemen ; you will just 
make the- sixth. Yea know that in ovr free and 
auy way tliere tg no hnpropiiety in secretaries sitting 
down at ta^ with their masters^ V»y true, aaid 
I; butitia.rather too soon to assume the privilege <rf 
« CaTOurite. I mustfirot getemployed in some con- 
fidential commission, aad then lay in my claim to 
that hoDOuiable distinction. Jadging it to be so 
beat, I went out of Laura's honse, and got back tomy 
inn, whither I reckoned on repairing every day, since 
ny master had no regular estaUiahment. 
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An extraordinary companion at siqiper ; and an 
account of their coliversation. 

I REMARKED in the coffee-room a sort of an old 
monk, habited in coarae grey cloth, at supper quite 
«lone in a comer. I went aad sat opposite to hiM 
«ut of curiosity : we exchanged a civil bow, and h£ 
■hewed himself to be ^uhe as well bred as I wasj 
notwithstanding my lay education. My commons 
were brought me, and I fell to with a very cathdic 
^ipetite. While I was eating, my tongue was mnt^, 
but my eyes glanced by snatches towards this singu- 
Jai character, and always caught bis at the same 
employment. Lilting better to stare than be staled 
at, I addressed my speech to bim thus : Pray, father, 
iiave we erer by any chance met any where but 
here? You peer at me as if you scarcely knew whe- 
ther I was an acquaintance or a stranger. He an- 
swered gravely : If I look at you with fixed attention, 
it is only to admire the piodigions variety of adven- 
tures vrhich are cbronitled in. the features of your 
fece. It should seem, said I in a^ joking tone, as if 
your reverence was something of a physiognomist, 
J'ar more deeply imbued in science than a mere 
physiognomist, answered the monk, J found propbft: 
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cies GO my observatioiiB which have never been 
belied by the event. My bIuU in paknistry ia no 
less, and I will set my oracles against the surest ot 
antiquity, after comparing the inspection of the 
hand with that of the face. 

Thou^ this old man had all the appearance of 
profound wisdom, his talk was so like that of a 
madman, that I could not help laughing at him ont- 
ri^t. So br from being offended at my want of man- 
ners, he smiled at it, and went on to the following 
edfect, after running his eye round the cofTee-room, 
to be assured that there were no listeners : I am not 
Borpiised at finding you so prejudiced gainst two 
Bciences which pass at this time of day for mere 
friroUty; the long and pEiinful study they require 
disheartens the learned, who turn their backs upon 
them, and then swear that they are fables out of 
disgust at having missed their attainment. For my 
part, I am not to be frightened by the darkness 
which envelopes them, any more than by the diffi- 
culties which are perpetual stumbling-blocks in the 
pursuit of chymical discoveries, and in the marvel- 
lous art of transmuting baser metals into gold. 
. Bat I do flatter myself, pursued he, looking stead- 
futly at me, that i am addressing a young gentleman 
of good sense, to whom my systems will not appè^x 
altogether in the light of idle dreams. A sample of 
my skill will dispose you better than the most snbUe 
arguments to pass a favourable judgment on my 
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npreteusiona. After talking in this manner he drew 
from his pocket a phial full of a liTely-Jooking red 
liquor, en which be expatiated thus : Here is an 
elixir which I have distilled this morning from the 
juices of certain plants ; for I have employed almost 
my whole life, like Democritos, in finding out the 
properties of simples and minerals. Yon shall make 
trial of its virtue. The wine we we drinking with 
oar supper is very bad; henceforth it will become 
excellent. At the same time be pnt two drops of 
his eUzir'lnto my bottle, which made my wine mora 
delicious than the choicest vintages of Sptdn. 

The marvellous strikes the imaginatioa ; and 
when once that faculty is enlisted, judgment is 
turned adrift. Delighted with so glorious a secret, 
and persuaded that he must have out-deviled the 
devil before he could have got at it, I cried out in a 
paroxysm ofadmiratioQiOreverend father 1 foythee 
foi^ve your servant, if he took you at first for an 
dd blockhead. 1 now abjure my error. There is 
no need to look further to be assured âiat it depends 
Mtly on your own will, to turn an iron bar into a 
wedge of gold in the twinkling of an eye. How 
happy should I be were I master of that admirable 
science ! Heaven preserve you from ever acquiring 
it, interrupted the old man witli a deep si^ Yon 
know not, my son, what a fatal possession yoa 
covet. Instead of envying, rather pity me, for 
having taken such infinite pains to be made un- 
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hs^fÇy. I am always disturbed in: mind. I fear a 
discovery ; aod then perpetual lupiistmrneDt wouM 
be tbe rewatd of idl my labours'. In this appiden- 
aion, I lead a vagabond life, sometimea disguised as 
a priest or meBlc, sometimes as a gentleman or a 
peasant. Where is tbe benefit of knowing how to 
manufactnie ' giÀà on such terras ? Are sot the 
goods of this wwld downright misery to those who 
cannot enjoy tbem in tranquillity 1 

What you say appears to me very sensible, said I 
to the philosopher. There is nothing like living at 
^ one's ease. You have rid me of all hankering after 
the philosopher's stone. I will rest satisfied with 
learning from you my future destiny. With all mj 
heart, my good lad, answered he. 1 have ^ready 
made my remarks upon your features ; now let ma 
see your hand. I gave it him with a confidence 
which will do my penetration but httle credit in tit* 
esteem of some readers. He examined it very 
attentively, and then pronounced, as in a rapture of 
inspiration : Ah ! what transitions from pain to 
pleasure, and from pleasure to pain I What a whim- 
sical alternation of good and evil chances I But you 
have already experienced the largest share of your 
allotted reverses. You have but few more tides of 
misfortune to stem, and then a great lord will con- 
trive for you an eligible fate, which shall not be 
subject to change. 

After having assured me that I might depend on 
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his piedicti(»i, he bad me brewell and went out ot 
die inn, leaving me in deep meditation on the thtnfs 
I had just heard. There could be no doubt of tlie 
marquis de Marialva being the great lord in ques- 
tioD; and consequently nothing appeared more 
within the vei^ of possibility than the accomplish- 
ment of the oracle. But though there had not been 
the di^test likelihood, that would have been no 
hindrance to giving tlie impostor monk unbounded 
credit, since his elixir had transmuted my sour 
ûcreduli^ into the most tractable digestion of his 
folsehoods. That nothing might be wanting on my 
side, to play into the hands of my foreboded luck, I 
determined to attach myself more closely to the 
marquis than I had ever done to any of my masters. 
Having taken this resolution, I went home in 
unasnally high spirits; never did foolish woman 
descend in better humour from the garret of another 
foolish woman who had told her fortune. 



:sdi.,Google 



-ait. BLAI. 



The marquU de Marialva gives a commmion to Oil 
Bias. Thatfaithjul secretary acqvUs Mmtelf of 
it as shall he related. 

The mitrqnig was not yet returned from hii tiiM-' 
trical party, and I found his npper fleirantg playing 
at cards in his apartment while they were waiting' 
for his arrival. I g;ot to be sociable with them ; and 
we amused ourselves with jocular convenatioii till 
twor o'clock in the morning, when our master ar- 
rived. He was a httle surprised at seeing; me, and 
■aid with aa air of kindness which made me con- 
clnde that he came home very well satisfied with bis 
evening-: How is this, Gil Bias? Are yon not gone 
to bed yet ? 1 answered that I wished to know first 
whaûier he had any commands for me. Probably, 
replied he, I may have a commission to give you to- 
morrow morning; but it will be time enough then to 
acquaint you with my wishes. Go to your own' 
room ; and henceforward remember that I dispense 
with your attendance at bed time ; my other servants' 
are sufficient for that occasion. 

Afrer this hint, which was much to my satisfac- 
tion in the main, since it spared me a slavery which 
I should have felt very unpleasantly at timsa, I left 
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the marquis in bis Eipartment, and withdrev to my 
gfBiret. I went to bed. Not being able to sleep, it 
seemed good to follow the counsel of Fytba^ras, 
and to examine all the actions of tbe day by the test 
of reason; to reprimand severely what had been 
done amiss, and if any thing had been done well, to 
rejoice in it. 

On looking into the day-book of my conscience, 
the balance was not sufficiently in my farour to 
keep me in good humour with myself. I felt remone 
ql having lent myself to Laura's. imposition. It was 
ID vain to urge, ia self-defence, that I could not with 
any decency give the lie to a girl vbo had no object 
in view but to do me a pleasure, and that I was in 
some sort under the necessity of becoming an accom- 
pUce in the fraud. This was a paltry excuse in the 
darkness of the night, for I pleaded against myself 
that at all events the matter should be pushed no 
fiirther, and that it was the summit of impudence to 
[amain upon. the establishment of a nobleman whose 
confidence I so Ul repaid. In short, after a severe 
trial, it was agreed in my own breast, that I .was 
very little short of an orient knave. 

But to have done with the morality of the act, 
and pass on to the probable issue, it was evidently 
playing a desperate game, to cozen a roan of conse- 
c^uence who might be enabled, as an instrument for 
the visitatioii of my sins periiaps, to detect the im- 
posture in its Tery infancy. A reflection at.dnce so 
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prudent and ho virtuous acted as a refnger^pi on 
my "Spirits; but visions of pleasure and of interest 
soon raised them a^n above the freezing point. 
Besides, the proj^ecy of the man with tlte dixit 
would have been enough to put me in heart once 
more> I therefore gave myself up to the indulgence 
of the most agreeable fancieB. All the rules of 
arithmetic from simple addition to compound interest 
vere set in array, to cast up what Bum my. salary 
wottld amount to at the end of ten years serrtce. 
Then there was a large allowance for presents and 
gratuities from my master, whose libéral dispcMition 
according admirably with my liberal desires, my 
imagination grew quite fantastical, and extended 
tlie landmarks of my fortune over innumerable acres 
qt onsubstanlial territory. Sleep overtook me in the 
calculation, and rused a magniâcent aerial mansion 
HI the estate, whne a new race of. grandees waa to 
originate. 

. I got up the next morning about eight o'clock to 
go and receive my pation's orders ; but as I was 
opening my door to go out, what waa my surprise 
at meetiBg him in his wrapping-gown and nig^t-cap. 
He was quite alone. Gil Bias, said he, on parting 
with yonr sister, last night, I promised to pass this 
monung with her ; bnt an a&ii of consequence will 
Botadmit of my keeping my word. Go and asfluie 
her from me'that I ain deeply mortified at the disap- 
poîntment, hut.tàat I shall.cralai&ly si^ with her 
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tQ-Dight That is not all, added he, patting a pune 
into my hands and a little Bhagreen case Bet round 
with diamonds; carry her my portrait, and keep thi» 
purae of fifty piBtoles, which I give you as a mark 
of my early-conceived Mendghip. I toolc the pic- 
ture in one hand, and in the other the purse to which 
I was so little entided. T put my best leg foremost 
in my way to Laura, muttering to myself in the 
transportflof excessive joy : Good! the prophecy is 
accomplished in the twinkling of an eye. What a 
windfall to be the brother of a girl bo full of beauty 
and attraction ! It is a pity the credit attached to 
the rdationship u not commenstirate with the lucre 
and the comfort. 

Lanra, unlike most women in her profession, had 
a habit of early rising. I caught her at her toilette,' 
where, while waiting for her illuatriouB foreigner,- 
she was engrafting on her natural beauty all th«- 
adventitiouB charms which the cosmetic art could 
supply. Lovely Estella, said 1 on accosting her, 
thoD absolute loadstone i^ the tramontanes, I may 
now sit down at t^e with my master, since he has 
honoured me with a commission whidi gives me 
that prerogative, and which I am just come to ftdfil. 
He cannot have the pleasure, of waiting on you tliis 
morning, as he had purposed; but to make you 
amends for the disappointment, he will sup here this 
evening, and sends you hia picture ; which to all 
appearance iB enclosed in something more valuablo 
than itself. 
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I put tbe box into her hand at once ; and tha 
lirdy aparkling of the brilliants which encomputed 
it made her eyes aparkle and her mouth water. SbM 
opened it out of mere curiosity, looked carelessly at 
the painting as people perform a duty for which they 
have little relish ; then shut it, aad once more fell 
greedily on the jewellery. Their beauty made her 
eloquent ; and she said to me with the smile of a 
satirist: Hiese are copies which those mercenary 
things called actresses value much more highly than 
originals. 

I next acquainted her that the generous Porta- 
guese, when giving me charge of the portrait, 
recommended it to my care by a purse <^ fifty pit- 
tales. I beg you will accept of my congratulations, 
said she ; this nobleman begins where it is even 
uncommon for others to leave off. It is to you, my 
divine creatore, answered 1, that this present is 
owing; the marquis only made it on the score of 
natural affection. 1 could be well pleased, replied 
she, that he were to make yon a score such presents 
every day. I cannot express in what extravagance 
you are dear to me. From the first moment of our 
meeting, I became attached to you by so strong a 
tie, as time has not been able to dissolve. When I 
lost you at Madrid, I did not despair of finding yon 
again; and yesterday on yonr sudden appearance, I 
received you Uke a deodand. Tn a word, my friend, 
heaven has created us for one another. You shall 
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bermy 'husband, but ve must get plenty of monej.ia 
the first instance. I shall Just Iratd myielf out to 
three or lour silly felkws more, and tiien you may 
Uve like a gentleman on your means. 
' I thanked hei in the most appropriate tenus ioi 
such an instance of extreme condescenstcm on my 
behalf, and we got insensibly into a conversation 
which. lasted till noon. At that hour I withdrew, to 
go' and give my master an account of the manner 
in which his present was received. Thongh Laura 
had given me no instruction thereupon, f was not 
remiss in composing a fine compliment on my way, 
.with which I meant to launch out on her part; but 
it was just BO much flash in the pan. For, when I 
got'home, the marquis was gone out; and the fatet 
had decreed that I should never see him more, for 
reasons which will be methodically stated in the 
succeeding chapter. 



CHAPTER XI. 

A thunderbolt to Gil Blot. 

] , L REPAIRED to my inn, where meeting with two 
jnen of companionable talents, I dined and sat at 
table with them till the play began. We parted ; 
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tiièy, as their busineas and desire pointed them: and, 
ÎÔT my own poor part, my bent was towards th« 
tiieatre. It may be proper to observe by the way, 
that I bad all possible reason to be in a good 
hnmdur. The converaation with my, chance copi- 
panioni had been joyous in the extreme; the colour 
of my fortune was gay and animating;; yet for all that 
I could not help giving way to melancholy, without 
either knowing why, oi being able to reason myself 
out of it It was donbtleM a prophetic wanting of 
the misfortune which threatened me. 
, As I entered the gieea-room, Melchioi Zapata 
came up, and told me in a low voice to follow htm. 
He led me to an unfrequented part of the boifse, 
and opened his business thus : Worthy sir, I make 
it a point of conscience to gire you a very serious 
warning. You are aware that the marquis, de 
Mariatva had at first taken a fancy to NaxaBsa, my 
wife; he had even gone so far as to fix a day for 
trying the relish of my rib, when that cockatrice 
Estella contrived to flyblow the bill of fare, and 
transfer the banquet to her own untainted cbannar 
Judge then, whether an actress can be gulled 
instead of galling, and preserve the sweetness of 
her temper. My wife has taken it deeply to heart, 
and there is no species of revenge to which she 
would not have recourse. A fine opportunity has 
offered. Yesterday, if you recollect, all our super- 
numeraries were crowding tt^ther to see you.. The 
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depnty candle-inufifeT toid some of the inferior 
comedians that he recoDected jron perfectly well, 
and that yon might be any thing but Estella'f 
brother. 

This report, added Melchior, came to Naiciua's 
eara to-day: she lost no time m questioning the 
author ; and that grub of the interior stood to the 
whole story. He says that he knew you as Arsenia'a 
servant, vhen Estella waited on her at Madrid 
under the name of Laura. My wife, full of glee at 
this discovery, means to acquaint the marquis de 
Manalva with it, when he comes to the play this 
evening; so take your measures accordingly. If 
you are not Estella's brother in good earnest, I 
would advise you as a friend, and on the score of 
old acquaintance, to make your escape while your 
skin is whole. Narcissa, satisfied in her tfnder 
mercy with only one victim, and that of her own 
sex, has allowed me to give you tins notice, that you 
may outrun your ill-luck. 

H would have been waste of words to press the 
subject farther. I returned thanks for the caution 
to this fretter of his hour, who saw by my terrified 
aspect, that I was not the man to give the depn^ 
candle-snufier the lie. I did not feel the least 
temptation to carry my dangerous valour such a 
length. I had not even the heart to go and bid 
f^rewel to Laura, for fear she should insist on my 
keeping up the farce. I could easily conceive that 
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•o excellent an actreu might get out of the acmpe 
with flying colours ; but there Memed to be nothing 
for me ^ort of a Bwinging castigation ; and I was 
not ao for gone in love aa to stand by my Bweetheart 
at the lisk of my own person. I thought of nothing 
but a precipitate retreat with my household gods, 
or rather goods, if such a tmmpecy collection of 
individual property might be called so. 1 disap- 
peared irom the playhouse in the twinkling of an 
eye; and in less time than it would have taken to 
feonfesB my sins, was my portmanteau carried off 
and safely lodged with a muleteer who was to set 
out for Toledo at three o'clock next morning. I 
could have wished myself already with the count 
de Polan, whose hospitable loof seemed my only 
safe asylum. But I was not there yet ; and it was 
impossible to think widiont dread of the time 
remaining to be passed in a town where I was afraid 
they would hunt me out without giving me a night's 
law. 

The smell of supper drew me to my inn notwith- 
standing ; though I was as uneasy as a debtor who 
knows that a writ is out against him. My stomach, 
I believe, was not sufficiently well knit that evening, 
ft» my supper to play its part as it should do. The 
miserable sport of fear, I watched all the people 
who caine into the coffee-room ; and whenever by 
chance they carried a gallows in th^û>pt!^oghoiny) 
which is no uncommon ensinr^^ such places of 
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resort, I shuddered vith. hornet forebodings. After 
haring supped the supper of the damned, I got up 
firam table, and returned to my canier'a house, 
where I threw myself on some clean straw till it was 
time to set out. 

My patience was well tried during that interval; 
for a thousand unpleasant thoughts attacked me in 
all directions. If I dozed now and then, the enraged 
marquis stood before me, pounding Laura's fair &ce 
to a Jelly with his fiat, and turning her whole house 
out at window ; or to come nearer home, 1 heard 
him giring directions for my death under the opéra- 
tion of a cudgel. At such a vision, I started out of 
my deep ; and waking-, whidi is usually so pleasant 
after a frightfid dream, inspired me with moi« 
horror than even the fictions of my entranced fancy- 
Happily the muleteer delivered me from so dire a 
purgatory, by commg to acquaint me that his mules 
were ready. I was immediately on my legs, and 
set out radically cured, for which heaven has my 
best thanks, of Laura and the occult sciences. As 
we got farther from Grenada, my mind recovered 
its tone. I began chatting with the muleteer, 
laughed at his droll stories, and insensibly lost tiU 
my apprebenuons. I slept undisturbed at Ubedfi, 
where we lay the first night ; and on the fourth day 
we got to Toledo. My first care was to inform myself 
of the count de Polan's residence, whither I repaired 
under the full persuasion that he would not suffer 
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me to lodge elaewkere. But I reckoned without my 
Ifost. There was no one at home but a person to 
,Utke care o( the house, who told me that his mastei 
Tas just gone to the castle of Leyra, having b«efi 
•«it for on account of Seraphina's dangerous illness. 
-: The count's absence was altogether unexpected: 
beie was no longer any inducement to Stay at 
Toledor and all my plans were changed at once.. 
Jinding myself so near Madrid, I resolved to. go 
thither. It came into my head that I might make 
my. way at court, where tHlentH of the first order, as 
1. had heard, were not absolntoly necessary to fill 
situatiDas of the first consequence. On the very 
next morning I took advantage of back carriage, to 
be set down in the renowned capital of Spain. 
FoTtome took me kindly by the hand, and intrOr 
doced me to a hi^er cast of parts than those I luui 
hitherto filled. 



CHAPTER XII. 



cm Bla» tttJiei lodgmgt in a ready-Jumiihed himie. 
• He gets acquainted with captam CMnchilla. That 
■ officer't character and biaines» at Madrid. 

On my first airiral at Madrid, I fixed my head- 
quarters in a lodging-house, where resided, among 
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otiier persons, an old capUun, who was come from 
the distant part of New Casdlle, to solicit a pension 
tt court, and he thought his claims but too well 
fennded. His name was don Annibal de Chinchilla. 
It was not without much staring that 1 saw him (at 
the first time. He was a man about sixty, of gigan- 
tic stature, and of anatomical leanness. His whis- 
kers were like brushwood, fencing off the two sides 
of his face as high as his temples. Besides that he 
WM short in his reckoning by an ann and a leg, 
there was a vacancy for an eye, which PolypfaenM 
would have supplied as he did, had patches of 
green silk been then in fashion ; and his feature* 
were hacked sufficiendy, to illustrate a treatise of 
geometry. With these exceptions, his configuiatiOD 
was much like that of another man. As to his 
mental qualities, he was not altogether without 
understanding; and what he wanted in quickness 
he made up by gravity. His principles were rigid 
in the extreme ; and it was his paiticular boast to 
be delicate on the point of honour. 

After two or three interviews, he distinguished me 
by his confidence. I soon got into all his personal 
history : he related on what occasions he had left an 
vye at Naples, an ann in Lombardy, and a leg in 
the Low Countries. The most admirable circum- 
stance in all his narrativeB of battles and sieges, 
was, that not a single feature of the swaggerer 
peeped out; not a word escaped him to his own 
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honour and glory ; though one conld reaiiUly have 
fbi^Ten him for making some little display of the 
half which was s^ll extant of himself, as a set-6ff 
agmnst the dilapidations which had deducted so 
largely from the usual contexture of a man. Officers 
who return from their campaigns without a scratcb 
upon their skin or a love-lock out of place, are not 
always so humble in their pretensions. 

But he told me that what gave him most uneasi- 
ness was, the having wasted a considerable portion 
of his private fortune on military objects, so that he 
had not more than a hundred ducats a year left; â 
poor establishment for such a pair of whiskers, à 
gentleman's lodging, and an amanuensis to multiply 
ittemorials by wholesale. For in point of fact, my 
worthy friend, added he shru^ing his sbcnlders, I 
present one, with a blessing on my endeavouVs, 
every day, and the last meets with the same atten- 
tion as the first. You would say that it was aA 
eveii bet between the prime minister and me, which 
of UB two shall be tired first; the meriiorialist or the 
receiver of the memorials. I have often had the 
honour too of addressing the kiog on the same 
Bubject ; but the rector and his curate say grace in 
the same key; and in the mean time my castle of 
Chinchilla is falling to min for want of necessary 
Repairs. 

Fftint heart niever #on fair lady, said I moet 

wieetyto the eaptaift'; you are p^rfaafti oii' the «Vé 
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of finding atl your marckes imd counteimarobei 
repaid vith nsury. I, must not flatter myself with 
that pleasing expectation, ansvered don Ânnibal: 
It is but three days since I spoke to one of the 
minister's secretaries; and if I am to trust his repre- 
sentations, 1 have only to hold up my head and locdc 
Jbig- What then did he say to you ? replied 1. Had 
those poor dumb mouths your wounds no eloquence, 
to wring a hireling pittance for their profuse expense 
of blood ? You shall judge for yourself, resumed 
Chinchilla. This secretary told me in good plain 
tenoB : My honest friend, yon need not boast so 
much of your zeal and your fidelity ; you have only 
done your duty u exposing yourself to danger for 
yOnr country. Naked glory is the true and honouc* 
able recompense of gallant actions, and as such is 
the prize at which a Spaniard aima. You therefore 
argue on ialse principles, if you consider the bounty 
you solicit as a debt. In ca«e it should be granted, 
you will owe that lavour exclusively to the royal 
goodaegs, which in its extreme condescension, re- 
quites those of its subjects who have served th« 
state vaUaqtly. Thus you see, pursued the, captain, 
that if I had a hundred liTcs, they are all pledged, 
and that 1 an^ likely to go back as hungry as 
came. 

A brave man in dtstresB is the most touching 
object in this wotld. I exhorted him to stick cl(we, 
^ offered to «nte his nKnwrials out; fair fi^ 
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''nothÎDg. I even west' so &r as to <^n my purge to 
htm, ,attd to beg it as a favour, that he would drhw ' 
upon me for whatever he wanted.. But he was not 
one of those folks who nevei wait to be asked twice 
OB such occasions. So much the reverse, that with 
a very commendable delicacy on the subject,- he 
thanked me for my kindness, but refused it pe- 
remptorily. He afterwards told me that for fear of 
gpuxkgiag upon any one, he had accustomed himseu 
by little and little to live with such sobriety, that the! 
smallest quantity of food was sufficient for his sub- 
sistence ; which was but too true. His daily (are. 
was confined to vegetables, 'by dint whereof lus- 
component parts were confined to skin and bone.- 
That he might have no witnesses how ill he dinedi 
bd.usually shut himself up in his cluunber at that- 
ateal. I prevailed so far with him however, 1:^,' 
repeated entreaties, as to obtain that we ^onld 
dine and sup together: then, undermining his pride 
1^ little mdirect artifices of compassion, I ordered- 
more pioviuon and wine than I could consume to 
my own share. J pressed him to eat and drink. At 
fii«t hç made difficulties about it ; but in the end 
tiiere was no reatsting my hospitality. Alter a time^ 
his modesty becoming fainter as his diet was more 
flush, he helped me off with my dinner and lightened-, 
my bottle almost without asking. 

One day after four or five glasses,, when^ his 
Stomach had renevred. it«.iatimacy with a^ mon- 
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^aerous system of feeding, he said to me with an 
air of gaiety: Upon my word, signor Gil Bias, you 
have very winning ways with you ; you make me do 
jUBt whatever you please. There ia EOmething so 
hearty in your welcome as to reUeve me from all 
fear of trespassing on your generous temper. My 
captain seemed at that moment so entirely to have 
got rid of bis bashiiihiess, that if I had been ia the 
humour to have seized the lucky moment, and to 
have pressed my purse once more on his accept- 
ance, I am much mistaken if he would have refused 
it. I did not put him to the trial ; but rested satisfied 
with having made him my messmate, and taking 
the trouble not only to copy out his memorials, but 
to assist him in their composition. By dint of 
having written homilies out fair, I had learnt the 
knack of phraseology, and was become a sort of 
autbor. The old officer on his side bad some little 
vanity about writing well. Both of us thus con- 
tending for the prize, the bursts of eloquence would 
have done honour to the most celebrated pro&ssoirs. 
of Salamanca. But it was in vain that we sat on 
opposite sides of the table, and dramed our gentns- 
to the very dregs, to nourish the flowers of rhetoric 
in these memorials ; you might as well have planted 
an orange^jove on the sea-beacfa. In whatever new 
light we placed don Ânnibal^ services, it was all 
the same at court, the connoisseurs were decided 
about theii merit: so that the battered veteran had 
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no leason to sin^ the praises of that spirit whicB 
leads officers on to spend their family estates in tbs 
senrice. In the vinilence of his spleen, he cursed 
the planet under which he was born, and sent 
Naples, Lombardy, and the Low Countries to the 
deril. 

That his mortification might be pressed down 
and running over, it happened to his face one day 
that a poet, introduced by the duke of Alva, having 
redted a sonnet before the Icing on the birth of as 
infanta, was gratified with a pension of five hundred 
dncats. I believe the lop-limbed captain would 
have gone raving mad at it, if I had not taken some 
pains to recompose his spirit. What is the matter 
with you ? said I, seeing him quite beside himself. 
There is nothing in all this which ought to go so 
terribly against the grain. Ever since mount Par- 
nassus swelled above the subject plain, have not 
poets pleaded the privilege of laying princes under 
contribution to their muse ? There is not a ciowned 
head in Christendom that has not substitiited a 
pensioned lauréat for the household fool of Ifisa 
refined times. And between ourselves, this species 
of patronage, for the most part, galloping down fiiQ 
drive to posteri^ cm the saddle of Pegasus, raises a 
hue and cry in hcmour of royal munificence ; but 
bounty to persons who are lost in a crowd, howaver 
deserving, adds nothing to the bulk or statnre (^ 
posthmnotuB renown. Augustu» must hare dnuaed 
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his treasury by gratuitieB, and yet how few of the 
nfunes on his pension-list have come down to us 1 
Bnt distant ages shall be infonned, as we aie, in all 
the . hyperbole of poetic diction, that his benefits 
descended on Virgil like the .rain ftom heaven, 
whose drops arithmetic has no combinations to 
count, no principles by which to reasc» on their 
numbeE. 

But let me talk ever so classically to don Anuibal, 
there was a confounded acidity in that sonnet, 
which curdled all the milky ingrédients of his moral 
composition ; it was impossible to chew, swallow, 
and .digest such food with human, organs ; and he 
was fully detennined to ^ve the matter up at once. 
It seemed right nevertheless, by way of playing for 
his. last stake, to present one more memorial to the 
duke of Lerma, and if that foiled, there was an end 
of die. game. For this purpose we went together to 
the prime minister's. There we met a young man 
who, after «alutiag the c^tain, said to him in a 
tone of afiection : MyL old and dear master, is it your 
own tàf that I see? What business brings you to 
this mart of fovour 7 If you have occasion for any 
.one to speak a good word for you, do not spare my 
lungs ; they are entirely at your service. How is 
this, ^ Pedrillo ? answered the officer; to hear yon 
talk it should seem as if you held some important 
post in this house. At least, replied the young 
«AD,. I h»Te influence eDough her^e, to put an honesjt 
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hutic like you into tlie ri^ traiD. That beings lîic 
case, resumed the ciqitain with a amile, I place my- 
■elf under your protection. I accept the pledge, 
rejoined Pediillo. Yon have only to acquaitat hm 
withyour particular taste, and I engage to give you 
a sarottry slice out of the ministerial pasty. 

We had no sooner opened our minds to this yonog 
fellow, GO full of kind assurances, than he enquired 
where don Annibal resided; thea, promising that wc 
should heu from him on the following day, he 
TaoishedwithoutinformiiigaBwhat he meant to do, 
oi even telling us whether he belonged to the duke 
(tf Lenna's household. I was curious to know what 
this Pedrillo was, whose turn of mind appeared t4 
be so brisk and active^ He ia a brave lad, said the 
captain, who waited on me some years ago, but findr 
ing me out at elbows, went away in search of a 
better service. There was no ofEuice to .me in all 
that; it is very natural to. change when one cannot 
bé worse off. Thé creature is pleasant enough^ not 
defident in parts, and happy in a spirit of tatrigae 
iriiich would wheedle with the devil. But, notwith- 
standing all his fine pretence, I am not sanguine. in 
my reckoning on the zeal he hu just testified forme. 
Perhaps, sud I, there may be SOme plausibility in 
his designs. Should, he be a retainer, foi.exan^le, 
to .any of the duke's principal officers, it will be in 
hie. power to senre you. You have lived too long va, 
the world not tp know that in great, houses «ver;^ 
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thing 19 done by party and cabal ; tliat the masteri 
are governed by two or three upper serrants about 
their persona, irho, in their turn, are governed by 
that multitude of menials attendant upon them. 

On the next moroing we saw Pedrillo at our 
brealcfast table. Gentlemen, said he, if I did not 
explain myself yesterday as to my means of serring 
captain Chinchilla, it was because We were not in a 
place where such a communication could be made 
with safety. Besides, I was disposed to ascertain 
whether the thing was feasible, before you were 
made parties in it. Understand then that I am the 
GOnSdential servant of signor don Rodrigo de Calde- 
rona, the duke of Lerma's first secretary. My mas- 
ter, who is much addicted to women, goes almost 
every evening to sup with a little Arragonian night* 
higale, whom he keeps in a cage near the purlieus of 
the court. She is quite a young girl from Albarazin, 
a most lovely creature. She has some wit as well 
as beanty, and siugs enchandngly ; they call her the 
Spanish Siren. I am the bearer of some tender en- 
quiries every morning, and am just come from her. 
I have proposed to her to pass (^ signor don Annibtd 
for her uncle, and the object of the forgery is to en- 
gage her lover in his interests. She is very willing 
to lend her aid in the business. Besides some little 
Gommission to which shti looks forward on the pro- 
fits, it will tickle her vanity to be taken for the niecti 
^ a militazy man. 
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Signer de Chinchilla looked very grim at this sug- 
gestion. He declared his extreme abhorrence ot 
becoming a party coDceined in a mere swindling 
trick, and still more of adopting a fenude advratuier, 
BO better than she shoiUd be, into his family, and 
tins casting a stain upon its immacalate purity. It 
was not only for himsdf that he felt all tliiB soie- 
ness i there was a recoil of ignominy on his ances- 
tors, vhich would lay their honours level with the 
dust. This morbid delicacy seemed out of season 
to Pedrillo, who could not help expressing his con- 
tonpt of it thus. You must surely be out of your 
wits to take the matter up on that footing. A fine 
maricet you bring your morals to, you dictators from 
the plough, with your ridiculous equeamishness I 
Now you seem a good sensible waa- appealing to lAe 
as he spoke these last words. Can you beliere your 
ears when you hear such samples advanced? 
Heayen defend us ! At court, of all the places in 
the world, to look at morals through a microscope I 
Iiet fortune come under what hag^;ard form she may, 
they hug her in their arms, and swear she is a beauty. 
■ My way of thinking was precisely with Pedrillo ; 
and we dinned it so stoutly into both the captain's 
ears, as to make him the Spanish Siren's uncle 
•gainst nature and inclination. When we had so 
far prevailed over bis pride, we all three set about 
drawing up a new memorial for the minister, which 
was revised, with a copious interlacing of additions 
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atad correc^fls^ I then wrote it OMt fur, and Fe- 
drillo oarried it to the Arragouian cbanDtreMr who 
that rery evening put it into the hands of signor don 
Rodhgo, (eUing her story so artlessly that the secre- 
tary, really supposing hei the captain's niece, pro- 
nuBed to take up his case. A few days afterwards 
we reaped the traits of our little project. Pedrillo 
came back to our house with the lofty air of a bene- 
factor. Good news! said he to Chinchilla. The 
-king is going to make a new grant of offices, places, 
and pensions ; nor will your name be foi^;otten in 
the list. But I am specially commissioned to en- 
quire whatpreseirt you. purpose making to tie Spa- 
nish Siren ; for the piper must be paid. As to my^ 
self, I TOW and protest that I will not take a&nliiug; 
the pleasure-of .h»viBg. contributed to patch up my 
old master's broken fbrtunes, is mor^ to roe than all 
the ingots of the Indies. But it is not precisely so 
with our nyii)pdi of Albarazin : she has a little Jew> 
ish blood to plead*, when the Christian precept <^ 
loving her neighbouc as herself is preached up to 
her. She would pick her own natural father's 
pocket; so judge you whether she would be above 
making a bai^n with a trarelUag uncle. 

She has only to name her own terms; answered 
don Annibal. Whatever my pension may be, sfaa 
shall have the third of it annually if she pleases ; I 
will pledge my word for it; and that proportion 
ought to satisfy her craving, if his catholic majesty 
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bad Bettled his whole texchequer on me. I would m 
^oon take your word as your bond, for my own part, 
replied the nimble- footed mesBenger of don Rod- 
rigo; f know that it will stand the assay; but you 
have to deal with a Utiie cieatuie who knows herself, 
and naturally supposes that she knows all the r.est 
of the world by the same token. Besides, she wpUld 
nke better to take it in the lump ; two-thirds to be 
paid down now in ready money. Why how the devil 
does she mean that I should get the wherewithal ? 
bawled the ctqttain in a quandary. Does she taka 
me for an auditor of public accounts, or treasurer to 
a charity ? You cannot have made her acquainted 
with my circumstaBces. Ye» but I have, replied 
FedriUo ; she knows very well that you are poorer 
than Job; after what she has heard from me, she 
could think no /itherwise. But do not make your- 
self uneasy, my brain is never at a loss for an expe- 
dient I know an old scoundrel of an usurer, who 
will take tea per cent if he can get no more. You 
siust assign your first yearV pension to him, in ac- 
knowledgment for a hke valuable consideration from 
him, which you will in point of fact receive, only de^ 
ducting the above-mentioned interest. As to secu- 
rity, the lender will take your castle of Chinchilla, 
for want of better ; there will be no dispute about 
that. 

The captain declared his readiness to accept the 
tenus, in case of his being so fortunate as to posses» 
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any beneficiid interest in the good thin|;fl to be ^ven 
away the next momiDg. It happened accordingly. 
He got a government with a pension of three hun- 
dred ^stolei. Ab Boon as the newB came, he 
«gned and sealed as required, settled his little con- 
cerns in town, and went off again for New CastiUe 
with a balance of some few piatolei in his faTour. 



CHAPTER XIII. 



Oil Bias comes across Ms dear Jriend Fabrkio at 
court. Qreat eestacy on both sides. They adjourn 
together, artd compare notes ; but their conversa- 
tion is too curious to be anticipated, 

I HAD contracted a habit of going to the royal 
palace every morning, where I lounged away two or 
three good hours in seeing the great people pass to 
and fro: but their aspect was less imposing there 
than in other places, as the lesser stars turn pale in 
the presence of the sun. 

One day as I was walkiiig back and fore, and 
strutting about the apartments, making about as 
wise a figure there as my neighbours, I spied out 
Fabiicio, whom I had left at Valladotid in the «errice 
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of 4 boipital director. It surprised me not a little 
that be was chatting familiariy with the duke of 
dedlsa Stdonia and the marquis of Santa Cruz. . 
Those two noblemen, if my senses did not deceive 
aae, were listening with admiration to his prattle. 
To crown the whole, he was as handsomeLy dressed 
as a grandee. 

Surely I must be mistaken 1 thought I. Can this 
possibly be the son of Nunez the barber ? More likely 
U is some young courtier who bears a strong resem- 
blance to him. But my suspense was of no long 
duration. The party broke up, and I accosted Fa- 
bricio. He knew me at once ; took me by the hand, 
and after pressing tiirough the crowd to get out of 
the precincts, said with a hearty greeting, My dear 
Gil Bias, I am deUgbted to see you again. What 
are you doing at Madrid ? Are you still at service ? 
Some place about the court perhaps 1 How do mat- 
ters stand with you? Let me into the history of all 
that has happened to you since your piecqtitate 
flight from Valladolid. You ask a great many ques- 
tions in a breath, replied I ; and we are not in a fit 
place for story-telling. You are in the right, an- 
swered he ; we shall be better at home. Come, I . 
will shew you the way ; it is not far hence. I am 
quite my own master, with all my comforts about 
me; perfectly easy as to the main chance, with 
a light heart and a happy temper ; because I am de- 
termined to see every thing on the bright ude. 
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I accepted die proposal, and Fabncib euione'd' 
me.' We stopped at à house of ma^:iii£ceiit appear- 
ance, vtaere he told me that be Uved. There was a 
ooûrt to Cross ; on one side it had a grand Etaircase 
leading to a suite of state aparbnents, and on the 
other a small flight, daHt and narrow, whither we 
betook onrselTcs to a residence elevated in a difier- 
eht aeoae from' what he had boasted. It consistied 
of a single.room, which my contriving friend had di- 
vided into four by deal partitions. Ihe first served 
as an antichamber to the second, where he lay : of 
the third be made his closet, of the last his kitchen. 
The chamber and antichamber were papered with 
maps, and many a sheet of philosophical discussion; 
nor was the furniture by any means unsuitable to 
the bànginga. There was a large brocade bed much 
the wo»e for wear ; tawdry old chairs with coarse 
yellow coverings, fringed with Orenada silk of the 
tame colour, a table with ^t feet, and a cloth over 
it that once aspired to be red,, bwdered with tinsel 
and embroidery tarnished by that old corroder, time ; 
with an ebony cabinet, ornamented widi fignres in a 
clumsy taste of sculpture. Instead of a convenient 
. desk, be had a small table in his closet ; and his 
library was made up with some few books, and a 
great many bundles of paper Euranged on shelves 
one above the other tha whole length of the wall; 
His kitchen, too 'modest to put the rest of the 'esta- 
blishment ont -of countenance, exhibited a frugal 
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' tSsoTtment of eardienwaTe and other aeceuiiy im* 
plements of coolraiy. 

Falnicio, when he had allowed me leistue to phi* 
loaopbize on his donaestic anangements, begged to 
know my opinion of his apartments and his hoase» 
keeping, and whethn I was not endiimted wiA 
them: Yes, ^beyond «11 manner of doubt, answered 
I with a ri^isb smile. Yon must have plied jout 
wits to a good purpose at Madrid, to have got so 
■*ell accoutred. Of couise you have some post. 
.Heaven presierve me from any thing of the sort Î re- 
plied he. My line of life is far abore all political 
situations. A man of rank, ia whom this house 
Ijelongs.haB given me a room in it, whence I bave 
contrived to piece out a snitf pf four, fitted up jii 
6uch taste as you mayaee. I dévote my time to no 
employments but what are just to my fancy, and 
never feel what it is to want. Explain yourself more 
intelli^bly, asâd I, intermpting him. You set me~ all 
àgc^ to be let into your little arrangements. Well 
tiien I said he, 1 will rid you of that devil curiosity 
at once. I have commenced author, have plunged 
headlong into the ocean of literature; verfte and 
prose run equally ^b ; m short, 1 am'a jack of all 
trades to the muses. 

' WhatI you bound in solemn league and coveftant 
to Apollo? exdaimedl with most intolerable laugh- 
ter. Nothing under a prophet could ever have. an- 
ticipated this. I should kive been leu aurpriaed at 
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BMj otiter transforrqation. What possible deligltti 
have you had the ingenuity to detect in the rag^ged 
landscape 6Î Parnassus? It should seem as if the 
labouiers them have a very poor taking in ctril life, 
aad feed on a coaise diet without sauce. Out upon 
you ! cried he, in dudgeon at the hint. You are 
talkiiigof those paltry authors, whose works aod 
even their persons are under the thumh of booksel- 
lers and players. Is it any wonder tb^ wiiters 
under such circumstances should be held cheap? 
But the good ones, my friend, are on a better footing 
in the world ; and I think it may be affirmed, vanity 
apart, that my name is to be found in their list. 
QuestionlesH, said I, talents like yours axe converti' 
' ble to every purpose ; compositions from such a pen 
are not likely to be insipid. But I am on the rack to 
know how this rage for fencing with inky weapons 
could have seized thee. 

Your wonder and alarm has mind in it, replied 
Nunez. I was so well pleased with my ùtuation in 
the service of signoi Manuel Ordonna, that I had 
no hankering after any other. But my genius, like 
that of Plautus, being too high-miuded to contract 
itself within the sphere of menial occupations, 1 
wrote a play and got it acted by a company then 
performbg at Valladolid. Though it was not worth 
the paper it was scrawled upon, it had inore success 
than many better pieces. Hence concluded I that 
the public was a silly bird, and would hatch any 
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4!gg8 diat were put under It. That modest discorery, 
vritli the consequent madneu of mcessant composi- 
tkm, dienated my suSéclionsfr(»n the. hospital. The 
love of poetry being Rtronger than the desire of ac- 
cvjonlation, I determined on repairing to Madrid, 
as the centre of every thing distinguished, to form 
my taste in that school. The first thing was to gire 
the governor vamingi who parted with me to his 
oWn great sorrow, from a sort of affection the result 
of similar propensities. Fabricio, said he, «hat pos- 
sible gronnd con you have for discontent ? None at 
all, sir, I replied ; you are the best of all possible 
masters, and I am deeply impressed with yoUr kind 
treatment ; but you know one must follow whither- 
soever the stars ordain. I feel the sacred fire within 
me, on whose aspiring element my name is to be 
wafted to posterity. What confounded nonsense ! 
rejoined the old fellow, whose ideas were all pecu- 
niary. You are already become a fixture in the 
hospital, and are made of a metal which may easily 
be mauufactared into a steward, or by good-luck, 
even into a governor. You are going to give up the 
great ol^ect of life, and to flutter about its frippery. 
So much the worse for you, honest &iend 1 

The governor, seeing how fruitless it was to strug- 
gle with my fixed resolve, paid me my w^es, and 
made me a present of fifty ducats as an acknowledg- 
ment of my services. Thus, between this supply 
and what I had been able to scrape Ibgether out of 
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some little commiaBions, vhich were assigned to n» 
from an opinion of my disiuteiestednesB, I was in 
drcam^tances to make a very pretty ^tpearance on 
my arrival at Madrid ; which I was not negligent in 
doing, though the literary tribe in our cotintry are 
not over pnnctiliong about decency oi cleanliaeu. I 
soon got acquainted with Lope de Vega, Cervantes, 
and the whole set of them; but tliongh they were 
fine fellows, and thought so by the public, I chose 
for my model in preference, don Lewis de Gongora 
die incomparable, a young bachelor «f Cordova, de- 
ddedly the first genius that ever S^n produced- 
He will not suffer his works to be printed during his 
lifetime ; but confines himself to a private communi- 
cation among his friends. What is very remarkable, 
nature has gifted him with the uncommon talent of 
succeeding in every department of poetry. Hia 
principal excellence is in satire ; tbere he ontshines 
himself. He does not resemble, like LuciUus, » 
muddy stream with a slimy bottom; but is rather 
like the Tagus, rolling its transparent waters over a 
golden sand. 

You give a fine description of this bachelor, said 
I to Fabricio; and questionless a character of snch 
merit must have attracted an infinite deal of eavy. 
The whole gang of authors, answered he, good and 
bad equally, are open-mouthed against him. He 
deals in bombast, says one : aims at double meftllr 
ings, luzuriateft in metaphor, and «Sects transposi- 
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tion. HU versea, iays another, hare all the obscu- 
rity of those which the Salian priests used to chaunt 
in their proceanoas, and which nobody was the 
wiser for hearing. There are others who impute it 
to him as a ftialt, to have exercised his genius at 
one time in sonnets or ballads, at another in play- 
writing, in heroic stanzas, and in minor efforts of wit 
alternately, as if be had madly taken upon himself 
to eclipse the best writers each in their own fkrouritc 
walk. But, all these thrusts of jealoasy aie success- 
fully parried, where the muse, which is their mark, 
becomes the idol of die great and of the multitude 
at once. 

' pnder so able a master did I serve my appren- 
ticeship ; and, vanity apart, the preceptor was reflec- 
ted in the disciple. So happily did 1 catch his spirit, 
that by this time he would not be ashamed to own 
some of my detached pieces. After his example, I 
carry my goods to market at gieat houses where the 
bidding is eager, and the sagacity of the bidders uot 
difficult to match. It is true that I have a very in- 
sinuating talent at recitation; which places my com- 
positions in no disadvantageous light In short, 1 am- 
the dear delight of the nobility, and lire in the most 
particularintimacywiththedukeof Medina Sidonia, 
just as Horace used to live with his jolly companion 
Hecenas. By such colouration aud mighty magic 
have I won the name of author. You see the method 
lies within a uairow compasfi. Now, Gil Bias, it is 
o2 
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your turn to ddivef a round untarnished tale of jottl' 
eiploits. 

On this hint 1 spake ; and unlilce moat narratonj 
g^ve all the important particulars, paasing lightly 
over minute arid liieaome circumstances. The action 
of talking, long continued, puts one in mind of din-t 
ing. His ebony cabinet, which setred for lardei^ 
pantry, and all possible uses, was ransacked for 
napkins, bread, a shouldet of mutton far gone in a 
decline, with its last and best contents, a bottle of 
excellent wine ; so that we sat down to table in high 
spirits, as ^ends are wont to do aAer a long separa- 
tion. You observe, stud he, this free and independ- 
ent manner of life. I might find a plate laid for me 
every day, if I chose it, in the very first houses ; but» 
besides that the muse often pays me a visit and de- 
tains me within doors, I have a little of Aristippiu • 
in my nature. I can pass widi equal relish from the 
great and busy world to my retreat, fcom all the re^ 
searches of luxury to the simplicity of my own fi-ugU 
board. 

The wine was so good, that ve encroached upon 
a second bottle. As a relish to our fruit and cheese» 
I begged to be favoured with the sight of something, 
the offspring of bis inspired moments. He imme- 
diately rummaged among his papers, and read me a 
sonnet with much energy of tone. Yet with all the 
advantage of accent and expression, there was some- 
. thing BO uncouth in the turrangement, as to baffle all 
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ctmjiectnM about the meaning. He saw how it puz- 
ded me. This sonnet then, said he, ie not quite 
level to your comprehension ! Is not that the fact ! 
I owned that I should have preferred a conatructioD- 
someirtiat leas forced. He began laug;hing at my 
rusticity. Well then ! replied he ; we will say that 
this sonnet would coniiiBe clearer h^ids dian thine: 
it is all, the better for that. Sonnets, odes, in short 
all compositions which partalie of the subUme, are 
of coarse the reverse of the simple and. natural : they 
are enveloped in cloudy, and their dukness consti- 
tntes their grandeur. Let the poet only fancy that 
be understands himself, no matter whether his rea- 
ders, understand him or not. You are laughing at 
me» my fiiend, said I, interrupting him. Let poetry 
be of what species it may, good sense and intelligible 
dictitm are essential to its powers of pleasing. If 
your peeiiesa Gong(»ais not a little move lucid than 
youcself, I protest that bis merit will never pass cur- 
rent with me. Such poets may entrap their own age 
into apj^ause, but will never lire beyond it. Now ' 
let me have a taste of your prose. 

Nunez shewed me a preiace which he meant to 
prefix to a dnunatu; migcellany then in (he press. 
He insisted on having my opinion. I like not your 
^ose oae atom better than your verse, said I. Your 
«ntnet is a roaring deluge of emptiness ; and as for 
jour piefitce, it is disfigured by a phraseology stolen 
ftom laugoages yet in embryo,, by words not stanywd 

D.5,l:sdl.,GOOgle 



126 OIL BLAs; 

in the mint of general nge, by all the perptexitf of à 
Btyle that does not knov what to make of itself. In' 
a word, the composition is altogether a thing of yoni 
own. Our classical and standard books are written 
in a very different manner. Poor tasteless vretdi E 
exclaimed F^iricio. Yon are not aware that eveiy 
prose writer who aspires to the reputation of senti- 
roent and delicacy in these days, affects this style 
of hU own, these perplexities and innovatioDS which 
are a stumbling-block to you. There are five or six 
of us, determined reformers of our language, who' 
have undert^en to turn the Spanish idiom topsy- 
turvy ; and with a blessing on our endearovr», we 
will pull it down and build it up t^^, in defiance 
of Lope de Vega, Cervantes, and all the host of wits 
who cavil at our new modes of speech. Our party 
ia strongly supported in the fashionable world, and 
we have laid violent hands upon the pulpit. 

After all, continued he, our project is commenda- 
ble ; for, to speak without prejudice, we bave ten 
times the merit of those natural writers, who express 
themselves just like the mob. I cannot conceive 
why so many sensible men are taken with them.' It 
was all very well at Athens and at Rome, in a wild 
and undistinguishing democracy ; and on that piin^ 
ciple only could Socrates tell Alcibiades, that the 
last apprâl was to the people in all disputes about 
language. But at Madrid there is a polite and à 
vulgar usage ; so that our courtiers talk in a diffeiî 
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Mt tongus from their tradcamen. You ma^ assure 
yourself ibat it is so ; id fioe, this newly isveuted 
Style is carrying every thing before it,, and turning 
old nature out of doors. Now I wiU explain to you 
by a' single instance the difierence between the àt- 
gance of our diction and the flatness of theirs. They 
would say, for example, in plain tenns, " Ballets in- 
eideotal to the piece are an ornament to a play;" 
bat in our mode of expression, we say more exqui- 
sitely, " Ballets incidental to the piece are the very 
life and soul of a play." Now observe that phrase ; 
hfi and aval. Are you sensible how glowing it is, 
ftt the same time how descriptive, setting before yon 
all thé motions of tlie dancers, as on an intellectual 
Btage? 

I broke in upon my reformer of language with a 
burst of laughter. . Get along with you, Pabrlcio, 
said I, you are a coxcomb of your own manufacture, 
with yonr affected finery of phrase. And you, an- 
swered he, are a blockhead of nature's clumsy mould- 
ing, with your starch simplicity. He then went on 
taunting me with the archbishop of Grenada's aAgry 
banter on my dismission. " Get about your busi- 
ness ! Go and tell my treasurer to pay you a hun- 
dred ducats, and take my blessing in addition to that 
sum.' God speed you^ good master Gil Bias t I 
heartily pray that yon may do well in the world I 
lliere is nothii^ to stand in your way, but a little' 
better taste." . I roared ont in a still louder explo-. 
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■ion of langiiter at this lucky hh; and Fabrido^ 
easily appealed on (lie score of impiety, as mnm- 
fested in the opinion expieased concerning his 
vritings, lost nothing of his pleasant and propitious 
temper, We got to the bottom of our second battle ; 
and then rose frMn table in fine order for an adrea- 
ture. Our first intention was to see what was to be 
seen upon the Prado; bnt passing in fi^nt of a 
liquor-shop, it came into our heads that we mi^^t 
as well go in. 

The company was in general tolerably select at 
this house of call. There were two distinct apart- 
ments ; and the pastime in each was of a rery oppo- 
site nature. One was devoted to games of dtaace 
or skill ; the other to literary and scientific discus» 
aion : and there were at that moment two clereiiBea 
by profeBsion handling an argument most peitiaaci* 
odsly, before ten or twelve auditors deeply interest- 
ed in the discussion. There was no occasion to joia 
the circle, because the metaphysical thMuder of tfaeiz 
It^ic made itself heard at a more respectful distance : 
the heat and passion with which this abstract con- 
troversy was managed made the two philosophert 
look little better than madmen. A certain Eleazai 
nsed to cast out devils, by tying &ring to tlie nose 
of the possessed; had these learned awine been 
ringed in the same manner, how many little imps 
would have taken wing out of their nostrils I Angels 
and ministers of grace defend us, said I-to ny com* 
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pabiùn ; what co&tortiont bf gestuA, whftt extrava- 
1^0104 of «locution 1 One might as well argue with 
l^e town cri»- How little do we'know our natural 
calling ia aooietf 1 Very true Jhdeed, fu»w«red he : 
yov have read of Novitn, ' the Roman pawnbrdcer, . 
whose lunga went as &r beyoad the rattle of chariot 
vheela, as his owwcience beyoad the rate of legal 
mtereat; the Norii must certamly hare been trans- 
plaated into Spain, and these fellows are lineal dea- 
Oiindants. Bat the hopeless part of the cafle is, tiiat 
dtough OUT organs of seme are deafened, oui under- 
rtandings-.are not invigdralied at dieii expense. We 
titOugfal it b«st to m^ our escape from these bray- 
iHg BMbqJiysicÎBns, and by diat prudent motion to 
KToid afaeadadie whieb wu just beginning to annoy 
W- )Ve weot andiseated onrsdves- ia a oomer of 
tbeother Tomn, whence, as we sipped our Tefreshing 
bera^je, all comei»^and goers were obntoious to 
ou criticism. Nonszwaa acquainted .with almost 
the vbtA9 set. Heaven and eaitirl' exclaimed he, 
Ae clasb of philoiopfay-ia^as yet but in its beginning ; 
f^Bsh Teinfercements are cening in on botb sides. 
lUoae tlitéémeii, jutnathetlkresbald, mean to let 
dqi ttte d6gs.of war.- But do you see those two 
qilteerfîeUowiB'gaingpat? IliatUtâeswbrthy, leather- 
oom^ezioned Adonis, widi long lank faiir parted in 
Ifae n»ddle with mtiimnaticBi axactness^îs don Juli- 
«Dor do Villanano. H« is a. young barrist«r, with 
VBn6fthèprig.'th&s Hie Uvy» about him. Apart): 
So.. 
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of iis went to dme with him the other day. Thé 
occupation we canght him in was singulai enough. 
He was amnùng himself in Us office with making a 
tall grey-hound fetch and cany the briefo in thé 
causËH which were so unfoitunate as to have him re^ 
tained ; and of course the canine amicus cunie set 
his fangs indifTerendy into the flesh of plaintiff or 
defendant, tearing law, equity, precedent, and prin- 
ciple into shreds. Ilut licentiate at his elbow, with 
jolly, pimple-spangled nose and cheeks, goes hy the 
name of don Cherubino Tonto. He is a canon oiT 
Toledo, and the greatest fool that was ever suffered 
to walk the earth without a keeper. And yet, be 
arrays his features in that sort of not quite unmean- 
ing smile, that you would give him credit for good 
BËUBe as well as good humour. His eye has tbé 
look of cunning if not of wisdom, and his laugh too 
much of sarcasm for an absolute ideot. One woidd 
conclude that he had a turn for mischief, but kept it 
down from principle and feeling. If you wish to 
take his opinion upon a work of genius, he will hear 
it read with so grave and wn^>t a silence, as iiothing 
but deep thought and acute mental critidsm could 
justify; but thetmth is, that he comprehends Bofe 
one word, and therefore can have nothing to say. 
He was of the barrister party. There were a thou- 
sand good things said, as there always 'roust bê in a 
professional company. Don Cherubino added tto* 
thing to the mass of meniment ; fnit looked such per* 
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feCt approbation at those who did, vaa so tractable 
find complimentary a listener, that every man at 
table placed him second in the comparatiTe estimate 
of merit 

Do yon know, said I to Nunez, who those two 
fellows are with dirty clothes and matted hair, their 
«IbowB on that table in the corner, and their cheeks 
Upon their hands, whiffing foul breath into each 
others nostrils as they lay their heads tt^ether Î He 
told me that by their faces they were strangers to 
him ; bnt that by physical and moral tokens they 
«ould only be coffee-house politicians, renting their 
tpleen against the measures of goTemment. But 
do look at that spruce spaik, whistling as he paces 
tip and down the other room, and balancing himself 
alternately on one toe and on the other. That it 
don Aagustino Moreto, a young poet sofBciently of 
nature's mint and ceinage to pass current, if flatter- 
ers and sdoUsts bad not debased him into a mere 
toxctnnb by their misplaced admiration. The man 
%a whom he is going up with that familiar shake by 
the hand, is one of the set who write verses and then 
call themselves poets; who claim a speaking ac- 
qaaintance with the muses, but never were of their 
private parties. 

Authors upon authors, nothing but authors 1 ex- 
claimed he, pointing out two dashing blades. One 
would think they had made an appointment on pur- 
pote to pass in review before you. Don Bernardo 
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Deslen^ado and don Sebastian of Villa Viciosa I 
'Hie first is avitiegar-fisroured vintage of PamasBUB, 
ft satirist hj trada and company ; he hates all the 
world, and is not liked the betUr for his taste. As 
for don Sebastian, he is the milk and honey of criti- 
cism ; be would not hare the guilt of illniature on 
his conscience for the universe. He has just brou^t 
out a comedy without a sing;le idea, which bas suc* 
ceeded with an audience of tantamount ideas ; and 
he has just now published it to vindicate his inno- 
cence. 

Gongora's candid jMipil wsis nmniog on in fail 
caieer.of benevolent esplanatton, when one of the 
didce de Medina Sidonia's bonsehold cmne up and 
nid : Signor don Febricio, my lord duke mshes to 
ape^ with you. You will find him at home. 
Nunez, who knew that the wishes of a great lord 
could not be too soon gratified, left me without cere- 
mony : but he lefl me in the utmost consternation, 
to hear him called don, and thus ennobled, in spite 
of master C^irysostom the barber's escutcheon, who. 
had the honour to call him father. 
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CHAPTER XIV.. 

Fahricio finds a situation Ji>r Gil Bias in tke esta-, 
bkskment ofctmnt Qaliano, a Sicilian nobbman. 

I WAS too happy in Fabricio's society, not to huot. 
bim out agtuin early the next morning. Good day 
to you, signoT don Fabricio, said I on my first op- 
proach; it seems you are the picked and chosen 
flower, or rather, saving your [»eBence, the oondea- 
cript excrescence of the Austrian nobility. This 
larcasm had Bo other eSecttban to set bim laughing 
heartily. Then the title of don was not lost iqion 
yon 1 exclaimed, he. No, indeed, my noble loid> 
onsweied I ; and you will give me leave to tell you 
dut when you were recounting your transformation» 
tp me yesterday, you forgot the most extraordinary. 
Exactly BO, replied he ; but to speak siacerely, if I 
have taken up, that prefix of dignity, it is less to 
tickle my own vanity, than in tendemeaa to tiûit of 
others, You know what stufi* the Spaniards ara 
naade of; an honest man is no faooeat man to them, 
if his honour is Dot bolstered up wi^ escutdteona, 
pedigree, and patrimony. I may tell yn». Bkoreorer 
Itiat tli«e are so mai^ gentry, and very queer Mrt 
of gen^ too, dubbed don Francisco, don Pedro. 
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doQ What-do-you-call-him, or don Devil, that if they 
owe their coaU of arma to any herald but their own 
impudence, modem nobility it a mere drug in the 
market, bo that a plebeian of nature's ennobling 
confers infinite honour on the upstarts of an artificial 
creation, by herding with their order. 

But let us cbauge the subject, added he. Last 
ni^t, supping at the duke de Medina Sidonia's, 
where among other company we had count Galiano, 
à great Sicilian nobleman, the converGation turned 
upon the ridiculous effects of self-tove. Delighted 
at having a case in point by way of illustration, 1 
treated them with the story of the homilies. You 
may well suppose that there was à hearty laugh, 
and that the archbishop's dignity was not saved in 
die concussion ; buttheeffectwas not amiss for you, 
since the company felt for your situation ; and count 
Galiano, after a long string of queetions, whicb of 
course I answered to your advantage, commissioned 
me to introduce you. I was just now going to took 
after you for that purpose. In all probability he 
means to offer you a situation as one of his secreta- 
ries. I'advise you not tohangback. Thecountis 
ridi, and lives away at Madrid on the scale of an 
ambassador. He is said to have come to court on 
à iiegotia^on widi the duke of Lerma respecting 
knne crown lands which that minister thinks of alie- 
nUing ill Sicily. In one word, count OaliùtO, 
Âougi) a Sicilian, has every feature of generocity, 
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fair dealing, and gentlemanly conduct Ybù c&nu6t 
do better than get upon that nobleman's fiBttkblisb- 
ment. In all probability, the illatt«ring prophecy 
respecting you at Grenada ig to be fulfilled in hie 
person. 

It was my full détermination, said I to Nunez, to 
take my swing about town and look at men and 
manners a little, before the harness was buckled on 
my back again ; but you paint your Sicilian noble- 
inan in colours which fascinate my imagination and 
change my purpose. I should like to close widi 
him at once. You will do so very soon, replied he, 
oi I am much deceived. We sallied forth togeihei 
immediately and went to the count's, who resided in 
. the house of his friend, don Saucho d'Avila, the 
latter being then in the country. 
- The court-yard was overrun with pages and foot- 
men in rich and elegant liveries, while the anticham- 
bei was blockaded by esquires, gentlemen, and vari- 
ous Afficers of the household. They were all as fine 
aa possible, but vrith so whimsical an assortment of 
features, that you might have taken them for a clus- 
ter of monkeys dressed up to satirize the Spanish 
foshions. Do whatyoii wÛl, there is a certain class 
of men and women in nature, whomooart can trick 
but into any thing human. 

' At the.Tery -name of don Fabricio, a lane'was 
fonned for my patron, and I followed In the rear. 
Ihe count waa iu hit •Ateaàa^^vu, sitting da s 
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■ofii and taking hii. chocolate. We made out obeis- 
ance in the most respectful maimer ; while an incU- 
itation of the head oa his part, accompanied widi a 
eoadeBcending amile, won m? faeait at once. It is 
very wonderful, and yet very common, how the most 
trifl^igitotice from the gjeat penetrates the very soul, 
of thosewho arenot acciMtomed-toitl They must 
hare bdhared.Uke fiends, befine their behaviour will 
bs comptaÎDed of. 

Afïèr taking his chocolate, be leareated hmudf 
^tb Ibe humours of. a-lai^ ape, which underwent 
thfl name of Cu{Hd: why the ape was made a god, 
or the god. likened to at> ape, the. parties concerned 
can best rbbw^; the only point of resemblance 
■esiqed to be mischief. At all erents, this hairy brat 
of the sylvan Venue had so gamboled himself into hia 
saader's^ood graces, had established each a cha- 
racter for wit and humour, that the life of society 
was extbgnidied in hia absence. As far Nunez and 
myself, ibougtkwe.had a better turn for drollery, we 
"trere cttmiing eooogb to chime in with the prevail- 
ÏRg taste. The Sicilian was lughly delisted wHb 
this, and tore, himself away for. a momeirt from his 
fiprtnirtte pastime^ jtist to tell me : My friend, you 
IkKve otdy ta say..^R4ietfa(z you choose to be one of 
ny secretaries. If the situation stiHs yon, the salary 
is^wo hundred : pistoles a year. If don Fabricio 
gJTCS ycin acUaracter, that is enough- Yea, tny lord, 
cried Nunez, I ai^ not .such i.cbwardjy&lionàs' 
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Plftto, who introduced one of his frienda to Diony- 
flinB tfaa tynnt, and then was afraid to back his owa 
recommendation. But I have no auxiety about being 
reproached on that head. 

I thanked the poet of the Asturias with a low 
bow, for having so much better an opinion of me 
than Plato had of his friend. Then addressing mj 
patron, I assured him of my zeal and fidelity. No 
sooner did this good nobleman perceive his propoefll 
to be acceptable, than he rang for hi* steward, and 
after taking to him apart, said to me : Gil Bias, i 
will -explain the nature of your post hereafter. 
Meanwhile, you have only to follow that right hand 
man of mine ; he has his orders how to bestow you. 
I immediately retreated, leaving Fabricio behind with 
the count and Cupid. 

The steward, who came from Messina, and proved 
by all bis actions that be^came thence, led the way 
to his own room, overwhelming mè all tile while with, 
the kindness of his reception. He sent for the tailoc 
who lived upon the skirts of the househtdd, and or- 
dered him to m^e me out of hand, a suit of equal 
magnificence with those of the principal ^officers. 
the tailor took my measure and withdrew. As to 
lodging, said the native of Messina, I know a room 
which willjust suit you. But stay 1 Have yon bieak- 
fested? I answered in the negative. Oh I poor 
•hamc&ced youth, replied he, why did not yon say 
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SO ? Come this way : I vill introduce you «berej 
Uiaak heaven, you har« only to ask and have'- 

80 saying, he let me down into the buttery, where 
we found the clerk of the kitchen, who was a Nea- 
politan, &nd of course a complete match for his 
Beighbour on the other side of the water. It might 
be said of this pair that they were fonued' to meet by 
nature. This honest clerk of the kitchen was doing 
justice to his trade by cramming himself and five or 
six hangers-on with, ham, tongue, sausages, and 
Other savoury compositions, which, besides theii 
own relish, possess the merit of engendering thirst: 
we made common cause with these jolly fellows, and 
helped them to toss off some of my lord the count's 
best wines. While these things were going on in' 
the buttery, kindred exploits were performing in the 
kitchen. The cook too was regaling three or four 
tradesmen of his acquaintance, who liked good wine' 
as well as ourselves, nor disddned to stuff their 
craws with meat pasUes and game : the very scul- 
lioas were at free quarters, and filched whatever they 
pleasedv I fancied myself in a house given iip to 
pluAder ; and yet what I saw was comparatively fair 
Vid honest. These little festivities were laughing 
matters; but the private transactions of the family 
were yery serious. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

The empfoyment of Oil Bias in don Galiano's 
kottsehold. 

I WENT away to fetch my moreables to my new 
residence. On my return the count was at table 
-with seTeral noblemen and the poet Nunez, who 
called about him as if perfectly at home, and took à 
principal share in the conTersation. Indeed, he 
never opened his lips without applause. So much 
for wit I with that commodity at market, a man may 
pay his way in any company. 
- It was my lot to dine with the gentlemen of the 
household, who were served nearly as well as their 
employer. After meal-time I withdrew to ruminate 
on my lot. So fer bo good, Gil Bias I said I to my- 
self: here you are in the family of â Sicilian count, 
of whose character you know nothing. To judge by 
ftppaarances, you will be as much in your element 
as a duck upon the water. But do not make too 
sure I you ought to look askew at your horoscope, 
whose unkindly position you have too often expe- 
rienced with a vengeance. Independent of that, it 
is not easy to conjecture what he means you to do. 
There are secretaries and a steward already : where 
e&n your post be ? In all likelihood you aie intend- 
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ed to manage his little private affairs. Well and' 
good I There is do better luck about the house of a 
great Dobleman, if you would travel post haste to 
make your fortune. In the performance of more ho- 
nourable serviceg, a man gets on only step by step, 
and even at that pace often sticks by the way. 

While these philosophical reflectiona were revolv- 
ing in my mind, a servant came to tell me that all 
the comptmy vas j^ne home, and that my lord the 
couiit was enquiring for me. I flew immediately to 
bis apartment, where I found him lolling on the sob, 
Kady to take hia afternoon's nap with his monkey 
by his side. 

Come nearer, Gil Bias, said he ; take a chair, an^ 
hçar me attentively. I placed myself in an attitude 
of profound listening, when he addressed me as fol-. 
lows. Don Fabricio has informed me that among 
odier good qualities, you have that of sincere attach- 
ment to your masters, and incorruptible integrity.. 
These are my inducements for pr<qH>siDg to take 
you into my service. I stand in need of a friend in. 
a domestic, to espouse my interests and apply his 
«4iole heart and soul to thé reform of my establish- 
meat. My fortune is large, it must be confessed,, 
but my expenditure far exceeds my income every 
year. And how happens that Î Because they rob, 
ransack, and devour me. I might as well he in a 
forest infested by banditti, as an inhabitant of my 
own bouse. I suspect tbe clerk of the kitchen an4 
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tttjr steward of playing into one another's hands ; 
and unless my thoughts are unjust as well as uocba' 
ntable, they are pushing foTward as fast aa they can 
to Thin me beyond redemption. You will ask me 
«hat I have to do but send them packing, if I think 
them scoundrels. Bat then where are others to be 
g;ot of a better breed 7 It will be Bu£Scient to place 
them under the eye of a man who shall be iuTested 
with the right of controut over their conduct; and 
you have 1 chosen to execute this commission. If 
you discharge it well, be assured that your services 
will not be repaid with ingratitude. I shall take 
care to provide you with a very comfortable settle- 
ment in Sicily. 

With this he dismissed nte ; and that very eveniug, 
in presence of the whole household, I was proclaim-- 
Éd. principal manager and surveyor- general of the 
family. Our gentlemen of Messina and Naples ex- 
pressed no particular chagrin at first, because they 
considered me as a spark of mettle like their own, 
and took it for granted, that though the loaf waa to 
be shared with a third, there would always be ciit 
and come again for the triumvirate. But they look- 
ed inexpressibly foolish the next day, when 1 de- 
clared myself in serious terms a decided enemy to 
all peculation and underhand dealing. From the 
clerk of the kitchen I required the buttery accounts 
without varnish or concealment. I went down into 
the cellar. The furaitute of the butler's pantry itn- 
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derwrot a stiict examitiation, particulaily in tlie 
articles of plate and linen. Next I read them a 
serious lecture on the duty of acting for their em- 
ployer as they vould for themselves ; exhorted them 
to adopt a system of economy in their expenditure; 
and wound up my harangue with a protestation, that 
his lordship should be acquainted with the very first 
itistance of any unfair triclcs that I should discover 
in the exercise of my ofGce. 

But I had not yet got to the length of my tether. 
There was still wanting a scout to ascertain whether 
they had any private understanding. I fixed upon 
a scullion who, won over by my promises, told me 
that I could uot have applied to a better person to 
be informed of aU that was passing in the family ; 
that the clerk of the kitchen and the steward were 
one as good as the other, and agreed to bum the 
candle at both ends; thathalf the provisions bought 
for the table were made perquisites by these gentle- 
men ; that the Neapolitan kept a lady who lives op- 
posite St. Thomas's college, and his colleague, not 
to be outdone, provided for another next door to the 
Sungate ; that these two nymphs had their larder 
regularly supplied every morning, while the cook, 
following a good example, sent a few little nice 
things to a widow of his acquaintance in the neigh- 
bourhood ; but as he winked at the table arrange- 
ments of his dear and confidential friends, it was 
but fair that he should draw whenever he pleased 
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Upon the wihe-cellai : in short, b^ ihe practices of 
these three blood-suckers, a moat horrible system of 
extravagaDce had found its way into my lord the 
count's establishment. If yon doubt my venicity, 
added the scullion, only take the trouble of going 
to-morrow morning about sevéa- o'clock into the neigh- 
bouiiiood of St> Thomas's college, and you will see 
me with a load upon my back, which will couTeit 
your. suspicions into certainty. Then you, said I, 
are in the confidence of these honest purveyors 7 I 
am factor to the clerk of the kitchen, answered he ; 
and one of my comrades runs on errands for the 
steward. 

I had the cnriodty the next day to loiter about 
St. Thomas's coHege at the appointed hour. My 
informer was punctual to time and place. He 
brought with him a large tray full of butcher's meat, 
poultry, and game. I took an account of every ar- 
ticle ; and drew out the bill of fare in my memoran- 
dum book, for the purpose of showing it to my ma»- 
ter: at the same time telling my little turnspit to 
execute his commission as usual. 

His Sicilian lordship, naturally warm in his t^n- 
per, would hare turned his countryman a*d the 
Italian out of doors together, in the first fiiry of his 
angei ; but after cooling upon it, he got lid of the 
former only, and gave me his vacant place. Thus 
my office of supervisor was suppressed very shortly 
after . its creaticm ; nor did I relinqiush it with any 
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' ïeluctance. To define it «tricây and properly, it 
wa* nothing better than that of a spy with a sound- 
in|- title ; there wa« nothing substantial in the natare 
bf the appointment : whereas to the stewardship waa 
tied the key of the strong box, and with that goes 
the mastery of the whole family. There are so 
many httle perquisites, and so much patronage 
attached to that department of administration, that 
aman mustinevitablygetrich, almost in spite of bis 
own honesty. 

But our Neapolitan was not so easily to be driren 
from his strong holds. Observing to what a pitch of 
savage zeal I carried my integrity, and that I was 
np every morning time enough to enter ib my books 
the exact quanti^ of meat that came from market, 
he abandoned the practice of sending it off by 
'wholesale: yet the plunderer did not therefore con- 
tract the scale of his demands on the animal creatioh. 
He was cunniog enough to make it as broad ta it 
'was long, by arranging the services with so much 
the more profusion. Thus, what was sent down 
again untouched being his property by culinary 
common law, he had nothing to do but to pamper 
«p his pet with victuals ready dressed, instead of 
giving her the trouble of cooking for herself. Thé 

^flevil will levy bis dues out of every transaction ; so 
that the count was very little the better for his para- 
gon of a steward. The iinbounded prodigality m 
oar style of setting out a table, eve^n to a surfeiting 
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-degree, vaa a plain hint to me of what vas going 
forward : I therefore toolt upon myself to retrench 
the BuperfluitJes of every eamm. Hub, however, 
was done with so judiciouB a hand, that there was 
nothing like parsimony to be diacpvered. No one 
would ever have missed what was taken away ; and 
yet thfr expense was reduced very considerably by 
a well-regulat«d economy. That was just what my 
employer wanted ; good housewifery, but a magni- 
ficent establishment. Hiere was a love of saving at 

-the bottom; but a taste for grandeur was the osten- 
sible passion. 

Abuses seldom esist alone. The wine flowed too 
freely. If, for instance, there were a dozen gentle- 
men at his lordship's table, the consumption was 
seldom less than fifty, sometimes sixty bottles. This 
was strange ; and looked as if there was mcve in it 
than met the lips of the guests. Hereupon I con- 
sulted my oracle of the scullery, whence I derived 
most of my wisdom : for he brought me a feithiui 
account of all that was said and done in the kitchen, 
vfh&K they had not the least suspicion of him. It 
seemed that the havoc of which 1 complained pro- 
ceeded from a new confederacy between the plerk 
of the kitcbcD, die cook, and the under butler. The 
latter carried off the bottles half full, and shared 
their contents with his allies. I spoke to him on the 
subject, threatening to turn him and all the footmen 
under him out of doors at a minute's warning, if 
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ever they did the like agEun. The hint was nnder- 
stood, and the evil remedied. I took eapeml care 
lest the alighteat of my sevvices should be lost upon 
my master, who overwhelmed tne with commenda- 
tions, and took a greater liking to me every day. 
On my part, as a reward to the scollion, he waa 
promoted to the situation next under the cook. 

The Neapolitan was furious at encountering me 
in every direction. The most t^gravating circum- 
stance of the whole was the overhauling of his ac- 
connts; for, to pare his nails the closer, I had gone 
into the market, and informed myself of the prices. 
1 followed him through all his doublings, and 
always took off the market penny which he wanted 
to add. He must have cursed me a hundred times 
a day ; hut the curses of the wicked fall ia blesûngs 
on the good. I wonder how he could stay in his 
place under such discipline; but probably something 
still stack by the fingers. 

Fabricio, whom I saw occasionally, rather blamed 
my conduct than otherwise. Heaven grant, said he 
one day, that all this virtue may meet with its re- 
ward 1 But between ourselves, you might as well 
be a little more practicable with the clerk of the 
kitchen. What! answered I, shall this Ireebooter 
put a bold face upon the matter, and cha^ a Bsh 
at ten pistoles in his bill, which cost only four, and 
would you have me pass the article in my accounts? 
Why not Î replied he coolly. He has only to let yo« 
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go snacks in the commisBion, and the books will be 
b&loDced in your ffivout by the ctistomary rule of 
■tewaidahip arithmetic. Upon my woTd, my friend, 
you aie enough to overturn all regular systems of 
housekeeping ; and you are likely to end your days 
in a livery, if you let the eel slip through your fingers 
widiout skinning it. You are to learn that fortune 
is a yery voman ; ready and eager to surrender, but 
expecting the foimaUly of a summons. 

I only laughed at this doctrine; and Nunez 
laughed at it too, «hen he found that bad advice 
was thrown away upon an incorrigibly honest sub- 
ject. He then wished to make me believe it was all a 
mere joke. At all events, nothing could shake my 
resolution to act for my employer as for myself. 
Indeed my actions corresponded with my words on 
that subject : for I may venture to say that in four 
months my master saved at least three thousand 
ducats by my thrift. 
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An accident happens to the count de Oalûmo's mtm^ 
key ; his lordship's affiiction on that occasion. The 
illness of Gil Bias, and its consequences. 

At the expiration of the before-mentioned time 
the repose of the family was mairellously troubled 
by an acddent, vhich will appear but a trifle to the 
reader ; and yet it was a very serious matter to the 
household, especially to me. Cupid, the mc»ikej 
of whom I was Bpeaking, that animal, so much the 
idol of our lord and master, attempting to leap irom 
one window to another performed so ill as to fall 
into the court and put his leg out of joint. No 
sooner were the fatal tidings carried to the count, 
than he sung a dii^ which pealed through all the 
neighbourhood. In the extremity of his suffetmgB, 
every inmate without exception was taken to task,' 
and we were all within an inch of being packed off 
about onr business. But the storm only rumbled 
without falling ; he gave us and our negligence to 
the devil, without being by any means select in the 
terms of the bequest. The most notorious of the 
faculty in the line of fractures and dislocations were 
sent for. They examined the poor dear leg, set, and 
bound it up. But though they all gave it as their 
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Opinion, that there was no danger, my master could 
not be satisfied without retaining the most eminent 
td>out thépeirsoD of &e animal, till he could bepro- 
nounced to be in a state of convalescence . 

It would be a manifest injustice to the family 
affections of his Sicilian lordship, not to com-, 
memorate all the agonizing sensations of his soul' 
during this period of painful suspense. Would it 
be thought possible that this tender nuTse did not 
stir {born his darling Cupid's bedside all the live- 
long day?' The bandages were never altered or 
adjusted but in his presence, and he got up two or 
three times in the night to mquire after his patient 
The most provoldng part of the business was, that 
all the servants, and myself in- particular, were 
required to be eternally on the alert, to anticipate 
the slightest wishes of this riiUculous baboon. In 
short, there was no peace in the house, till the 
cursed beast, having recovered from the effects of 
its ^1, got back again to his old tricks and whirli- 
gigs. After this shall we be mealy-mouthed about 
believing Suetonius, when he tells us that Caligula 
cared more for his horse than for all the world 
besides, that he gave him more than the establish- 
ment aiid attendance of a senator, and that he even 
wanted to make him consul? Our wise master 
atopped litde short of die emperor in his partiality 
to the- monkey; and had serious thoughts of pur- 
ehasiog fi>r.bim the place of corregidor. 
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Mine was the wo»t luck of any in (he femily ; 
for I had 8o topped my part above all die other 
servants, by way of paying my court to his lorâshi|>, 
and had nuriied poor dear Cupid with such assiduity, 
as to throw myself into a fit of illness. A violent 
fever seized me, so that I was almost at death's 
door. They did what they pleased with me for a 
whole fortnight, without my consciousness; for the 
pb^icians and the fates were both conspiring 
against me. But my youth was more than a match 
for the fever and the prescriptions united. When I 
recovered my senses, the first use I made of them 
was to observe myself removed to another room. I 
wanted to know why ; and asked an old woman who 
nursed me: but she told me that I must not talk, 
as the physician had expressly forbidden it. When 
we are well, we turn up our noses at the doctors ; 
but when we are sick, we are as much like old 
women as themselves. 

It seemed best therefore to keep silence, though 
with an inveterate longing to hold coBrerse with my 
attendant. I was debating the point in my own 
mind, when there came in two foppiah-looldng 
fellows, dressed in the very extreine of fashion. 
Nothing less than velvet would serve their turn, 
with linen and lace to correspond. They looked 
like men of rank; and I could have sworn that they 
were some of my master's fHeuds, come to see me 
out of regard for him. Under that impression I 
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attempted to sit up, and flung away my nightcap to 
look genteel ; but the nurae forced me under the 
bedclothea ^ain, and tucked me up, announcing 
these gentlemen at the same time aa my physician 
and apothecary. 

The doctor came up to my bedside, felt my pulee, 
looked in my face; and discovering undeoiable 
symptoms of approaching convalescence, assumed 
an air of triumph, as if it was all his handiwork ; and 
said there was nothing wanting but to keep the 
bowels open, and then he flattered himself he might 
boast of having performed an extraordinary cure. 
Speaking after this manner, he dictated a prescrip- 
tion to the apothecary, looking in the glass all the 
time, adjusting the dress of bis hair, and twisting 
his visage into shapes which set me laughing in 
spite of my debility. At length he took his leave 
with a slight inclination of the head, and went his 
way more taken with the contemplation of his own 
pretty person, than anxious about the success of his 
remedies. 

After his d^artoie, the apothecary, not to have 
the trouble of a visit for noihiug, made ready to 
|>roceed as it is prescribed in certain cases. Whe- 
ther he was afraid .that the old woman's skill was 
not equal to the ex^ency, or whether he meant to 
enhance his own services' by assiduity, he chose to 
^operate tn person; but in spite of practice and 
experience, accidents will happen. Haste to return 
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benefits is among the moat amiable propensities of 
our nature j and such was my eagerness not to be' 
behindhand with my benefactor, that his velvet 
dress bore immediate testimony to the profiiseness 
of my gratitude. This he considered merely as one 
of those Hide occunences which chequer the fortunes 
of the pharmaceutical profession. A napkin is a 
resource for every thing in a sick room, and least 
said was soonest mended; so he wiped himself 
quietly, vowing indemnity and vengeance to himself 
'for the necessity under which he unquestionably 
laboured of sending his clothes to the scowerer. 

On the following morning he returned to- aie 
attadc more modestly equipped, though there was 
then no risk of my springing a countermine, as he' 
had only to administer the potion which the doctor 
had prescrSïed the evening before. Besides that I 
felt myself getting better every moment, I had taken 
such a dislike, since the day before, to the pill-dis- 
pensing tribe, as to curse the very universities where 
these graduated cut-throats kept their exercises in 
the faculty of slaying. In this temper of mind, I 
declared with a round oath, that I would not accept 
of health through such a medium, but would wil- 
lingly make over Hippocrates and his myrmidons to 
the devil. The apodiecary, who did not care a doit 
what became of his compound, if it was but paid 
for, left the phial on the table, and stalked away in 
Telamonian silence. 
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r immediately ordered that bitidi of a medicine to 
be tlirown out of window, having set myself so 
doggedly agaiaat it, that I would as soon have 
swallowed arsenic. Having once drawn the sword, 
Ithrewaway the scabbard; and erecting my tongue 
into an independent potentate, told my nurse in a 
' determined tone, that she must absolutely inform 
mewhat was become of my master. "Hie old lady, 
fearing lest the developement of the mystery might 
completely overset me, or thinking possibly that her 
prey might escape out of her clutches for want of a 
little irritating contradiction, was most provokingly 
mute : but 1 was so pressing in my demand to be 
obeyed, that she at length gave me a decisive answer : 
Worthy sir, you have no longer any master but your 
own will. Count Galiano is gone back into Sicily. 
I could not believe my ears ; and yet it was tatally 
die ff>ct< That nobleman on the «econd day of my 
indisposition, being afraid of harboimng death under 
the same roof with him, had the benevolence to 
send me packing with my little effects to a ready- 
fnrni^ed room, where providence was left to cure, 
or a nurse to kill me, as it happened. While the 
^temative was tottering on the balance, he was 
«rdered back into Sicily, and in the headlong haste 
of his obedience, never thought about me ; whether 
it was that he numbered me already among the 
dead, or that great lords, like great wits, have short 

a 6. 
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My Dime gave me these particnlare, and infimned 
me that it was she who had called in a physician 
and an apothecary, that I might not die widiout 
professional bonoors. I fell into profound mming 
at this fine story. Farewell my brilliant establiah- 
ment in Sicily! Farewell my budding hopes and 
blushing honours ! When any great mkfortuiie 
shall have befallen you, says a certain pope, look 
well to your own conduct, and you will find that 
there is always something wrong at the bottom of 
it. With alt reverent submission to his holiness, I 
cannot help thinking myself in this instance an 
exception to the infâlitt)ility of his maxim. How 
tile deuce was I to blame for being visited by a 
fever? There was more reason for remorse in the 
monkey or his master than in me. 

When I beheld the flattering chimeras with which 
my head was filled, ail vanishing into air, into thin 
air, the first thing that worried my poor brain was 
my portmanteau, which I ordered to be laid upon 
my bed to examine it. I groaned heavily <»> dis- 
covering that it had been opened. Alas I my deax 
portmanteau, exclaimed I, my only hope, consola- 
tion, and refuge! You have been,, to all appeartmca, 
a prisoner in an enemy's country. No, no, signM 
Gil Bias, said the okt woman, make yourself easy 
on that head ; you have not fallen among thieves. 
Your bc^gage is as immaculate as my honour. 

I found the dress I had on at my first entnuKS 
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iiotD tfie coiint'B service; but it was in vain to took 
for that which mj tneai from Messioa had ordered 
tbr me a* a member of the household. My master 
had not thought fit to leave me ia posHessiou of it, 
or else some (me had made fiee with it. Alt my other 
Mttle matters were safe, and even a large leather 
parse with my cda in k, which I counted over 
twice, not being able to believe at first that there 
conld be only fifty pistoks remaining out of two 
hundred and sixty which was the balance of the 
account before my illness. What is. the meaning <rf 
^1 thii, my good ladyt said 1 to tlie nurse. Here 
is a leak in the vessel. No living soul but myself 
has touched a farthing, answered the old woman, 
and 1 have been an good an economist for you as 
possible. But illness is very expensive ; one must 
^wayi h«ve one's money in one's hand. Heret 
added this excellent economist, taldng a bundle of 
papers out of her pocket, this is a statement of 
debtor and creditor, as exact as ar backer's book, 
smd you will see that I have not laid out the veriest 
trifle in need-nots. 

I ran over the account with ahasty glance; for it 
extended to fifteen or twenty pages. Meitiy on usl 
Hie poulterers' shops inust have been exhausted, 
while I was in too weak a state to take sustenance I 
ThMe must have been at least twelve pistoles stewed 
down into broths. Other articks were much to the 
«une tone. It wu incredible what a sum had hee^ 
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Iftviahed in firing, candles, water, brooms, and iann-' 
merable articles of housekeeping' and hoase-clean- 
■Dg. After all, extortionate as the bill was, the 
utmost ingenuity could itot raise it above thirty' 
pistoles, and consequently there was a deficiency of 
a hundred and eighty to make the account even, t 
just ventured to point that out; bat the old woman, 
with a shew of simplicity and c^idour, put alt the 
saints in the calendar into' réquisition to attest that 
there were no more than eighty pi&toks in the purse 
when the count's steward gave her cha^e of the 
wallet. What say you, my good wonum, interrupted 
I wkh predfàtation : was it the steward who placed 
my effects in your hands ? To be sure it «as, 
answered she; the very man; and with this piece of 
advice: Here, good mother, when signor Gil fila» 
shall be numbered -with tbe dead, do not lail to 
treat him widi a handsome funeral ; there is i» thia 
wallet wherewithal to defray the expenses. 

Ah I most pestifsrous Neapolitan I exclaimed I in 
the bitterness of my heart. I am no longer at a 
l(Ms to conjecture what is become of the deficiency. 
Yoa have swept it off as an ùdemiûty for a part of 
the plundar which 1 have prevented you from making 
free with. .After relieving my mind bjr exclamations, 
I returned thanks to heaven that the scoundrel bad 
been so modest aa not to take the whole. Yet 
wtkaiewei reason I had for believing the action to be 
perfé^y in chEua«tér for Uie person to whom it was 
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imputed, the nurse had not altogether cleared 
herself from my duspicioni. They hovered some-' 
timJËB over one and sometimes over the other; but 
let them li^ht where they would, it was all ihJe 
same to me. I said nothing about the matter to 
the old woman; not even so much as to haggle 
about the items of her fine bill. I should not 
have been an atom the richer for doing so; and 
we must all live by our ttades. The utmost of my 
malice was to pay her and send her packing thiee' 
days afterwards. 

I un inclined to think that at her departure she 
gave the apothecuy notice of her quitting the |»e- 
nUses, and having left me sufficiently in possession' 
of myself to take French leave without acknowledg- 
ing my obUgations to him ; for she had not been 
gone many minutes before he came in puffing and 
Mowing, with his bill in his band, "niere under 
names which had escaped my conscription, though 
as arrant a physician as the worst of them, he had 
set down all the hypothetical remedies which he 
insisted that I had taken during the time when 1 
could take nothii^. This bill might truly be called 
the epitome of an apothecary's conscience. Such 
being the case, we had a hustle about the paymenL 
I pleaded for an abatement of one half. He swore 
that he would not take a doit less than his just 
demand. He kept bis oath and yet relaxed ; foi. 
considering that he Iwd to do with a young man 
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who might run away fioui Madrid within four-ood- 
twenty honn, he prefened my oSer of three hoQdred 
per cent, om the prime cost of his dmga, though a 
pidful profit for an apothecary, to the risk of losing 
all. 1 counted ont the money with an aching 
heart, and he withdrew, chncldiug orer his revenge 
fin the scurvy tiick I had played him on the day of 
evacuation. 

The physician made his appearance next; for 
beasts of prey inhabit the same latitudes. I fee'd 
him for his visits, which had been quite as frequent 
u necessary, and his object was answered. But he 
would not leave me withoot proving how hardly he 
had earned his money, for that he had not only 
expelled the enemy - from the interior, but had 
defended the frontiers irmn the attack of all the 
disorders on the anny list of the materia medica. 
Hé talked very learnedly, with good en^hasis and 
«liscrelion ; so much so, that I did not comprehend 
one word he said. When I had got rid of him, I 
flattered myself that the destinies had now done 
ibeir wcwst. But I was mistaken ; for there came a 
surgeon whose face I had never seen in the whole 
course of my life. He accosted me very politely, 
and congratulated me on the imminent danger I 
had escaped; attributing the happy issue of my 
com^amtB to those which he had himself cut, with 
the profiise ^plication of bleeding, cupping, blis- 
tering, and all sorts of torments,, consequent and 
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inconsequent. Another feather out of my poor 
wi&g 1 I was obhged to pay toll to the su^ieon 
also. After so many pu^^tives, my purse was 
brought to auch a state of debility, that it might be 
consideied as dead and gone ; a mere skeleton, 
drained of all its vital juiees. 

My spirits began to flag, on the contemplation of 
my wretched case. In the service of n^ two last 
masters I had wedded myself to the pomps and 
vanities of this wicked world; and could no longer, 
as heretofore, look poverty in the face with the 
fltemuesB of a cynic. It must be owned, however, 
that I was iu the wrong to give way to melancholy, 
after experiencing so (rflen that fortune had never 
cut me down, but for the purpose of raising me np 
again; so that my pitiful pUght at the present 
moment, if rightly considered, was <mly to be hailed 
as the hailunger of approadiing prosperity. 
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CHAFTER THE FIRST, 

Oil Bias icrapet an acqttaintance of some value, and 
_findi wkerewithal to maJte him amends for the 
eo«nt de OaUano's ingratitude. Don Valeria de 
lAma's ttory. 

It seemed so strange to have heard not a syllable 
from Nunez during this long inteTTal> that I con- 
cluded he must be in the country. I went to look 
«Aer him as soon as I could walk, and found ^tbe 
fact to be that he had gone into Andalusia three 
weeks ago with the duke of Medina Sidonia. 

One morning when nibbing my eyes after a sound 
deep, Melchior de la Ronda started bto my recol- 
lection ; and that bringing to mind my promise at 
Grenada, of going to see his nephew, if ever I 
should return to Madrid, it seemed adnsable not to 
defer fulfilling, my. im)mise for a single day. I 
enquired where don Balthazar de ZtHÙga lired, and 
went thither stnugbtway. On asking if signor 
Joseph Navarro was at home, he made his appear- 
ance immediately. W« exchanged bows with a 



:sdi.,Google 



OIL BLAB. 161 

well-bred coolness oq his part, thongh 1 had taken 
care to umounce my name audibly. There was no 
reconciling such a frosty reception with the glowing 
portrait ascribed to this paragon of the buttery. I 
was just going to withdraw in the fiill détermination 
of not coming again, when aosuming all at once an 
open and smiling aspect, he said with considérable 
earnestness : Ah 1 signot Gil Bias de Saatillane, 
pray forgive the formality of your welcome. My 
memory ill seconded the warmth of my dispoeitioa^. 
towards you. Your name had escaped me, and 
was not at the moment identified with the gentle- 
man, of whom mention was made in a letter from 
Grenada more than four months ago. 

How happy I am to see you I added he, shaking 
hands with me most cordially. My uncle Melchior, 
whom I love and honour like my natural father, 
charges me, if by chance I should have tlie honour 
of seeing you, to entertain you as his own son, and 
in case of need, to stretch my own credit and that 
of my IViends to the utmost in your behalf. He 
extols the quEdities of your heart and mind in terms 
sufficient of themselves to engage me in your ser- 
vice, though his recommendation had not been 
added to the other motives. Consider me âierefore,: 
I entreat you, as paiticipatiag in all my uncle's sen- 
timents. You may depend on my Mendship ; let me 
hope for an equal share in yours. 

I replied to Joseph's polite assurances in suitable 
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terms of acknowled^ent ; bo âiat being both of 
UB wann-bearted and sincere, a close intimacy 
sprung up without waiting for conunoa forms. I 
felt no embarrasHment about laying open the state 
of my affairs. This 1 had no sooner done, than h« 
aùd : I take upon myself the caie of finding you a 
situation ; meanwhile, there is a knife and fork for 
you here every day. You will lire rather better than 
at an ordbaiy. lliis offer was sure to be well 
relished by an invalid just recovering with a fas- 
tidious palate and an empty pocket. It could not 
but be accepted ; and 1 picked up my crumbs so 
taat that at the end of a fortnight I began to took 
like a rosy-gilled son of the church. It struck me 
that Melchior's nephew larded his lean sides to 
some purpose. But how could it be otherwise? he 
had three strings to his bow, as holding the un- 
dermentioned pltualities: the butler's place, the 
clerkship of the kitchen, and the stewardship. 
Furthermore, without meaning to question my 
friend's honesty, they do say that the comptioller 
of the household and he looked over each other's 
hands. 

My recovery was entirely confirmed, when my 
fiiend Joseph, on my coming in to dinner a« usual 
one day, said with an air of congratulation : Signor 
Gil Bias, I have a very tolerable situation in view 
for you. You must know that the duke of Lerma, 
first minister of the crown in Spun, ^ving himself 
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up entirely to Btate aaairs, throws the burden of bis 
own on two confidential persons. Don Diego da 
Monteser takes the charge of collecting bis rents, 
and don Rodrigo de C&lderona superintends the 
finances of his household: These two officets are 
paramount in theii departments, having nathiiig to 
do with one another. Don Diego has generally two 
deputies to transact the business ; and finding just 
now that one of tbem bad been discharged, I bave 
been canvaaaing for you. Signor Monteser having 
the greatest possible regard for me granted my 
request at once, on the strength of my testimony to 
your morals and capacity. We will pay our respects 
to him after dinner. 

We did not miss our appointment. 1 was re- 
ceived with every mark of favour, and promoted in 
the room of the dismissed deputy. My business 
consisted in visiting the farms, in giving orders for 
the necessary repairs, in dunning the fanners, and 
keeping them to time in their payments ; in a word, 
the tenants were all under my thumb, and don 
Diego checked my accounts every month with a 
minuteness which few receivers could have borae. 
But this was exactly what I wanted. Though my 
uprightness had been so ill requited by my late 
matter, it was my only inheritance, and I was 
determined not to sell the reversion. 

One day news came that the castle of Lerma h&d 
taken Ëre, and was more than half burnt down. 
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I immediately went tbitber to estimate the Iobs-, 
Inforinitig myself to a nicety, and on the spotr 
lespectia^ all the particulars of the unlucky acd-^ 
dentfl drew ap a detuled narrative which Monteser 
shewed to the duke of Lerma. That jninis ter, though 
vexed at the circumstance, was- struck with the 
memorial, and enquired who was the author. Don. 
Die^ thought it not enough to answer the question, 
but spoke of me in stich high terms, that his excel- 
lency recollected it six months afterwards, on occa- 
sion of an incident I shall now relate, had it not 
been for which I might never, perhaps, have been 
employed at court. It was as follows : — 

There lived at that time in Princes Street an 
elderly lady,, by name Inesilla de CantarUb. Her 
birth was a matter of mystery. Some said she was. 
the daughter of a musical instrument-maker, and 
oiheisgareber ahighmilitaryestraction. However 
that might be, she was a very extraordinary person- 
age. Nature had gifted her with the singular 
talent of winning men's hearts in defiance of time; 
and in contradiction to her own laws ; for she was 
now entering upon the fourth quarter of her cen- 
tury. She had been the reigning toast of the old 
court, and levied tribute on the passions of the new. 
Age, though at daggers drawn with beauty, was 
completely foiled in its assault upon her charms:; 
they might be somewhat faded, but the touch of 
sympathy they excited in their decline was more 
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pleafihtg than the TivicI glow of their meiidian 
tdStK. An air of dignity, a transportitig wit and 
humour, an unborrowed grace in her deportment 
perpetuated the reign of pasBion, and eilenced the 
BUggestions of reason. 

Don Valerio de Luna, one of the duke of Lenna's 
secretaries, a young fellow of five-and-twenty, meet- 
ing with Inesilla, fell violently in love with her. 
He made his sentiments known, enacted all the 
mummery of despair, and followed up the usual 
catastrophe of every amorous drama so much ac- 
cording to the unities and rules, that it was difficult 
■in the very torrent and whirlwind of his passiou, to 
beget a temperance that might give it smoothness. 
Tlie lady, who had her reason for not choosing to 
fall in with his humour, was at a loss how to get 
out of the difficulty. One day, she was in hopes to 
have found the means, by ogling the young man 
into her closet, and there pointing to a clock upon 
'the table. Mark the precise hour, said she ; just 
■8ev«nty-five years ago was I brought upon the stage 
of this fantastical world. In ^good earnest, would 
it sit "well upon my time of life to be engaged in 
af&irs of gallantry ? Betake yourself to reflection, 
my good child ; stifle sentiments so unsuitable to 
your own circumstances and mine. Sensible as this 
-language was, the spark, no longer bowing to the 
authority of reason, answered the lady with all the 
utipetuosity of a man racked by the most escrttci- 
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ating torments: Cruel InesUIa, why have yon 
recourse to such fnvoloDB remonstrances? Do you 
think they can change your charms or my desires T 
Delude uot yourself with bo false a hope. As lonj; 
a^ your loreliness or my delusion lasts, I shall nerer 
cease to adore you. Well then, rejoiued she, since 
you are obstinate enough to persist in the resolution 
of wearying me with your importunities, my doors 
shall henceforth be shut- against you. You are 
banished, and I must beg to be no longer troubled 
with your company. 

It may be supposed, perhaps, that after this don 
Valerio, ba£9ed, made good his retreat like a pru- 
dent general. Quite the reverse 1 He became more 
troublesome than ever. Love is to lovers, just what 
wine is to dmnkards. The swain intreated, ughed, 
looked, and sighed again ; when all at once, chanf;- 
ing his note irom childish treble to the big manly 
voice of bluster and ravishment, he swore that he 
would have by foul means what he could not obtain 
by fair. But the lady, repulsing him courageously, 
said with a piercing look of strong resentment, 
H(dd, imprudent wretch! I shall put a curb on your 
inad career. Learn that you are my own son. 

Don Valerio was thunderstruck at these words ; 
the tempest of his rage subsided. But, conjectiuing 
that IneûUa had only started this device to rid her- 
self of his solicitations, he answered: That is a mere 
romance of the moment to steal away from my ai- 
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dent desires No, no, aaid she, interrupting him, I 
disclose a mystery which should haye been for ever 
bnried, had you not reduced me to so painful a ne- 
ceBBity. It is six-and-twenty years since I was in 
love with your father, don Pedro de Luna, then go- 
vernor of SegOTia ; you were the fruit of our mutual 
passion : he owned yon, brought you up with care 
and tenderness, and having no children bom in 
wedlock, he had nothing to hinder him from distin* 
guiahing your good qualities by the gifts of fortune. 
On my part, I have not forsaken you ; as soon as yoa 
were of an age to be introduced into the world, I 
drew you into the circle of my acquaintance, to form 
your manners to that polish of good company, so 
necessary for a gentleman, which is only to be 
gained in female society. I have done more : 1 have 
employed all my credit to introduce you to the 
prime minister. In short, I have interested myself 
for yon as 1 should have done for my own son. 
After this confession, take your measures accord- 
ingly. If you can pui^ your afiections from th«r 
dross, and look on me as a mother, you are not 
banished from my presence, and I shall treat you 
with my accustomed tenderness. But if you are not 
equal to an effort, which nature and reason demand 
from you, fly instantly, and release me from the 
horror of beholding you. 

Inestlla spoke to this eSect. Meanwhile, dOD 
Valerio preserved a sullen silence: it might have 
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.beeii inteipreted intoBTtrtuouB struggle, a conqneit 
over the weakness of hii heart But hb purposes 
w«re far difiérent; he had another scene to act 
before hi» mother. Unable to withstand the total 
overthrow of all his wild projects, he basely yielded 
to despair. Drawing his sword, he plunged it in his 
own bosom. His fate resembled that of Œdipus, 
with this distiiKtioD ; that the Thebaa put out his 
own eyesj from remoiie for the crime he had perpe- 
trated, while the Castilian, on the contrary, commit- 
ted suicide, from disappointment at the frustration 
of his purposes. 

The unhappy don Valerio was not released from 
his sufferings immediately. He had leisure left for 
recollection, and for making his peace with heaven, 
before he rushed into the presence of his makfr. As 
his death vacated one of the secretaryships on the 
duke of Lerma'a establishment, that minister, not 
having foi^otten my memoir on the subject of the 
.firo, nor the high character he had heard of me, 
nommatad me to succeed to the post in question. 
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Gil Bias is introduced to the dvjie of Lerma, who ad- 
mits Mm among the number of his secretaries, and 
requires a specimen of his talents, with which he is 
well satis^ed, 

MoNTESEa waB Ûie- peison to infortD me of diis 
agreeable circumstance, which he did in the follov- 
iag teraa : My fnend Gil Bias, though I do sot lose 
you'without regret, I am too much your well-wisher 
not to be delighted at your [vomotion in the room of 
doitValeiio. Toa cannot fail to make a princely 
fortmie, provided you act upon tno hinU which I 
have to give you : the Erst, to a^Tect so total a devo- 
tion to hi* excellency's good pleasure, as to leave no 
room to conceive it possible that you have any other' 
object or interest in life : the second, to pay your 
QOurt assiduously to signer dcm Rodrigo de Calde- 
rona; tot that personage models and remodels, 
fashions and touches upon the blind of his muter, 
just as if it was day under the hands of the designer. 
If you are fortunate enough to chime in with that 
fkvOHrite secretary, you will travel post to wealth ' 
and himonr, and find relays upon the road. 

Sir, said: I to don Diego, returning him thanks at 
the same time for his good advice, be pleased to give 
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■orne little opening to don Rodrigo'i character. I 
hare heatd a few anecdotes of him. One wonld 
luppose him, from some. accounts, not to be (hebett 
creature in the world ; but the people at large are 
inveterate çaricaturists when they draw courtien at 
full length ; though after all, the likeness will strilce, 
in npite of the aggravation. Tell me therefore, I 
beseech you, what is your own sincere opinion of 
signoT Calderona. That is rather an awkward ques- 
tint^ Snsmrettimy. piiocipal mUianiionical smile. 
I~«bould:tell any «BO but youeBslf^mthoMt fliuohing, 
tkat bei^wu.ft gentleman of the, «trietest . honour, 
upMiwbAte fair. &me the breath of calumny had 
àeveridaKab to blow ;.but L really cannot put off-such 
avcspyx^imy duintjeaaace upcHi^you. Relying aa I 
do.Bni^mrilistH^ou, itbeoomesadvtytodealcan- 
didlyiiutthftdelin£fitii»iof do* Rodtigo; fbr.without . 
tfaatfiU wooldbe.^ying.fast and loose with you to 
recDouBettd the oultifiadoa ot his good-will. 

You are to .kmaw then^ that when bis excellency 
wafroo-more than plain donFranoisco deSaodoval, 
thia-man had the humilily to serve hito. as hia lackey : 
stBceiwhicii time^he has risen by.degiees to the pMt 
of ^rmcqial sacretary. A psoiidei escrescence (^ 
the dungbiUoerer sprung into.vegatatioa on asum- 
mei's day. He considers himself as the duke of 
Lenna's coUeague;«ndinpoiiitof fact, hamay truly 
be «aid<iO'pai«el owCthe loaves. and fiahesof admi- 
Biitntioi>v>«iao« he.-gi*as amy offices and gomm- 
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Eients at (lie suggestions of his own caprice. The 
pidilic gnimbtes ani) growls upon occaùoa ; but who 
«ares for the gnunbUng and growling of the public ? 
Let him steal a pEux of gloves from the prostitution 
of pc^tical honour, and the bronse upon his forehead 
wiU be proof against the peltings of scandal. What 
I have said will decide your dealings towards so su- 
percilious a compound of dust and ashes. Yes, to 
he sure, said I ; leave me alone for that It will be 
strange' indeed if I cannot wriggle myself into his 
good graces. If one can but get on the bUod side 
•f a man who is to be made a property, itmust be 
want of skill in the player if the game is lost. Ex- 
actly so, replied Monteser ; and now I will introduce 
yon to the duke of Lerma. 

' We went at once to the minister, whom we found 
itT his audience-chamber. His levee was more crowd- 
ed tUan die king's. There were commanders and 
koigbts of St. James and of Calatrava, making in- 
terest for governments and viceroyalties ; bishops, 
iHm> labcmring under oppression of the breath raid 
tightnesB of the chest in their own dioceses, bad 
been recommended the air of an archbishopric by 
their phydcians ; while the sounder lungs of lower 
^^nitaries were strong enough to inhale the Thehau 
atmosphere of a suffr^an see. 1 observed besides 
some reduced officers dancing attendance to captain 
Chinchilla's tone, and catching ccdd in fishing tia a 
pension, which was never likely to pay the doctor for 
i2 
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âieÎT cure. If die dulce did not tatisfy theii- wanU^ 
he pot a pleasant face upon their importunities ; and 
it struck me that he returned a civil answer to all 
applicants. 

We waited patiently till the rontine of ceremon;" 
was dispatched. Ilien said don Dieg^o : M j lord, 
this is Gil Bias de SantilUme, the youngs man ap* 
pointed by your excdlency to ancceed don Vderio. 
The duke now took more particular notice of me, 
■aying obligingly, that I had already earned my pro- 
motion by my services. He ifaen took me to a pri- 
vate conference in bis closet, or rather to an exami' 
nation. My tirth, parentage, and course of life 
were the objects of his enqniry ; nor would he be sa- 
tisfied without the particulars, and those in the 
spirit of sinceiity. What a career to run over before 
a patron I Yet it was impossible to Ue, in the pre« 
sence of a prime minister. On the other haod, my- 
vanity was concerned in suppressmg so manycir* 
cnmBbmces, that there was no venturing on an un- 
quatified confession. What cunning scene htld 
Roscius then to act ? A little pEÛnting and tattooing 
might decently be employed, to disguise the naked- 
ness «f trudi, and spare her unsophisticated blushes.. 
But he bad studied her complexion, as well «s the 
beauties of her natural form. Monsieur de Swotil- 
lane, said he with a smile on the close of aiy natra- 
tive, I perceive that hitherto you have had youi prin- 
c^les to choose. My lord, sauwered I, colouiing 
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up to the eyei, your excellency enjoined me to defd 
«iaceiely ; and I have complied with your ordtrf. 
I lake yonr doing so in good part, repliedhe. It is 
all very well, my good fellow : you have escaped 
from the snarei of this wickied world moie by tuck 
tbtok management : it is wonderiiilr that bad eiamplc 
ahould not bave corrapted you irreparably. Here 
are many men of strict virtue and exemplary ptety^ 
who would bave turned out tbe greatest lognes in 
existence, if their deatinies bad exposed them to but 
balf your trials. 

Friend Santillane, continued the minister, ponder 
no longer on the past ; consider yourself as to the 
very bone and marrow the king's ; live henceforth 
hut for hie service. Come this way ; 1 will instrnct 
yoa in the nature of your business. He carried me 
into a litdo closet adjoining his own, which con- 
tained a score of thick folio registers. This is your 
workshop, stud he. All these registers compose an 
alphabetical peeraçe, giving the heraldry and history 
of alt the nobiti^ and gentry in the several kingdoms 
and principahties of Ihe Spanish monarchy. la 
Ihese volumes are recorded the services rendered to 
tite state by the present possessors and their ances- 
ton, descending even to the personal animosities 
and rencounters of the individuals and their houses. 
Their fortunes, their manners, in a word, alt the pros 
and oons of their character, are set down according 
to the letter of mimsterial KmtJny : so that they no 
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sooDec enter on tlie list of court cuididatea, tbsn toy 
eje catches up the very chapter and renie of thèr 
pretenaWDS. To fiuniah this neceuary inJbnR^on« 
I have pensioned scouts every where on the look ouj^ 
yiha send me private notices of their discoveries : 
but, as these documeats are for the most part drawn 
up in a gosùpiug and provincial stylei they require 
to be tnmdated into gentlemanly language, or the 
king would not be able to support the perusal of the 
listers. This task demands the pen of a p<ditc 
and perspicuous writer ; f doubt not but yon vrill 
justify your claim to the appoin&nent. 

After this introduction, he put a memorial into my 
hand, taken from . a large portfolio full of papers^ 
and then withdrew from my closet, that my first spé- 
cimen might be manufkclured in all the freedom. of 
solitude. I read the mesaorial, which was not only 
stufied with a.moBt uncouth jargon, but breathed « 
brimstone spirit of rancour and personal ttj&ige. 
This was most ftwl, strange, and unmituial 1 for the 
homily was written by a monk. He backed and 
hewed a Catalan family of some note most unmerGi<- 
fully ; widi what reason or tinth,.itmugt be reserved 
ftva more penetrating enquirer to decide. It read 
for all the world like an infamous libel^ and I. had 
some scruples about becoming the publisher of.lbc 
ealunuty: nevertheless, young as I was at. court, 1 
plunged head foremost, at the. risk-of sinking and 
destroying his reverence's soul. The wickedness, 
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ff^d^ win tej, itt>ri^ ber i[»()d<nhr ta Ub ' nraoing 
«eèoînA witk' Âff ledef^p aagslt I tliatebr» bwl 
aàààag ta do, bM tovifify^iK tkepuMat Spaaidt 
ph mti dogy, Bometwo M three g«MMtionsof hooMt 
nwn'and loyal stUi^eetB: 

I bsd already blae^^enedfonror fiv« pages} wbe» 
die dtriee, irapatimi t6 kBOwbOirl gotm, cfun 
Indc ftfid said': SMitiUaitt, bImw me «rfaM yon-tum 
done; I anraafbWto'see it. At die same tirae^ 
cBBtitfg his eye over the QNitaW»ipti be leadi dteb»- 
gimiD^ irftb niticti aRtntioti. It sewmd^ to pleas* 
hi»; fltrange thatbe could'be Boptwsed! Prepe»^ 
seflRd aal httteboon ia^youf ftiTOiiT, obBerf>ed be, I 
muat own tbat you hare Burpassed my expectations. 
It is not merely the elegance and distinctness of the 
handwriting I Tbera ia sometbuig animated and 
glowing in the compoution. Ton will do ample 
credit to my choice, and fully make up for the loss 
of your predecesBor. He would not have cut my 
panegyric so short, if his nephew the coimt de 
Let&ôB had dot ioterrupted hhb' m the noddle af it 
By die waiwdc attd frequency of iia aKellsney*! 
weteothe, it ites' evidenC that diey WEm the best 
fiiends in the woild. They wepe imaeaiately 
closeted together on some fomJly buBiness, of which 
I shtlll speuk in flie sequel. Ttie king'â aflWrs at 
diit tinte were (Aliged ta p{ay second to those of the 
niiinliter. 

While they 9éi€ cabtJlîûg it struck twelve. As 
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J kaew.thàt the secietanes and tfaeir clerks qnitteS 
.office at that hour, to go and dine wherever their b» 
cineas and desire should point them, 1 left my prise 
performance behind me, and vent to the gayest 
tarem at the court end of the town ; for I had nof 
thibg fiirther to do with Monteaer, who had paid «ny 
«aUry, and taken his.leaye of me. Kit a c<nnmok 
eating-house would faaite been a very improper placé 
loT me to be seen in> . " Consider yourself as to the 
very bone and marrow the king's." This met^iho- 
lical expression of the duke had given birth to a real 
and tangible ambition in my soul, which put forth 
eboote like a plaatalipn in a fat and unvezed soii.^ ; 



CHAPTER HI. 



All is not gold that glitters. Some v 

ing from the discovery of that principle in phUcr 
Sophy, and its practical appUcaiion lo ezitiittff 
drcttmstancM. 

I TOOK especial care, on my first entrance, to im- 
stil into the tavern-keeper's conception that I was 
secretary to the prime minister ; nor was it easy* in 
that view of my rank and consequence, to order any 
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tfamg suffidentLy Bumpmous tea Anner, To bava 
selected from the UU of fa^, migld hâve looked Ml 
if I descended tio tbe mewuesB of calculatioa ; I 
therefore \old him to send vp tlte best the bouse, afr 
fcffdéd. Hy orders were punctually obeyed ; sad 
tbe aniipns assiduity of the attendance pu<ipçre4 
my feocy as much as the dishes did my palate- Aq 
to the biU, I had nothing ta do with it bot to pay it, 
Down went a pistole upon the table, and the wait«ta 
poclceted the difierence, which was somewhat mon 
than a quarter. After this display of grandeur, I 
■trutted out, practieing those obstreperous clearings 
of tbe throat, which anaounce, by empty sound, the 
Approach of a substantial coxcomb-. 

Tbece was at tbe distance of twenty yards a large 
JiouBe with lodgings to let, principally frequented by 
Ibie^ n<^}ility. I rented at once a suite of apjut- 
Btents, consiBting of five or six rooms elegantly fur- 
nished. F«im my style of Uring, any one .t9^14 
bftve thought I faadtwa or thrçe thousand dujcats of 
yearly income. Thefirat month waa paid 19 advance. 
Aftowaids I retnnked to business, and enaployed tbQ 
whole afternoon in going on with what I bad begun. 
in (he morning. In. a closet adjoinmg mine there 
mie two other secretaries,; but their office :vaa oply 
to copy out fair, I got acquïùnted with tbem a^ we, 
were shotting 19 for the evening; and, by way oif 
amooihing the first overtures towards friendship, in- 
T^ed them home with nie to, my tavern, wbçre 1 pr- 
i5 
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dered die cfanceit delicacies of the §etaon, «idi > 
profiiûon of the moit ezquiaite wines. 

We Mt down to table, and began bimdyin^ «bout 
mere memmeatthan wit: for with all due deferenca 
to ny guests, it was but too visible that they oired 
their official utaationB to any drcumstance rather 
than to their abilities. Iliay'Kere adepts, it most 
be confessed, in all the history and mystery of icrir 
▼ening and«la'kriiip ; but as for polite literature and 
nniTeisity education, there was not even a suspicion 
ofit in all their talk. 

To make amends for that defect, they hitd a. keen 
eye to the main chance ; and though sensible how 
h^;fa an honour it was to be on the prime minister's 
establishment, there were B<Miie dashes of acid in the 
icup of good fortune. It is now foil five months, 
said one of them, that we have been serving at onr 
own cost. We do not touch one farthing of salary; 
and, what is worst of all, our very board wages aie 
shamefiilly in arrear, Ihere is no knowing what 
footing we are upon. As for me, said the otiier, 1 
would willingly be tied up to the holbert, and receive 
a per ceutage in lashes, for the hberty of c^tanging 
My birth t but I dare not either take myself off n 
petition for my discharge, after having transcribtd 
such state secrets as have passed under my inspec- 
tion. I might chance to bec(Hne too welt acquainted 
«rat the tower of Segovia or the castle of AUcant.. 

How do you manage for a subsistence then ? said 
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t Yov Htut of COttne hBV« ifaeaiis of jour «wa. 
These tbey r^reeetited aa veiy sleBâcr ; bmt that, 
fwttaately for ttiem, they lodged with a Icind-faeut- 
«é widow, 1^0 bealrded them on tick, at tbe rate of 
ftfaUiidr^piAcdesa yearforeach. lliese anecdotet 
of a court Ufe, not one «f wUch escaped me, con- 
pletcJy ventilated all Ûx risn^ fûmes of pride. It 
could not be supposed that note conaidenrtiini would 
be ^wn to tue âttm to ethets, imA oooeequently 
tlwrd was aoUûfig to be so puSed up with in my 
post ; 'there «einéd -to be 'much cry aod little wool ; 
a discovery which rendered itiexpedientto hasbasd 
. my finttAces with a narrower economy. A ptetuve 
like this Was enough to cure my taste foi treating. 
I Mp«i(ed not haTtng left âiese secretaries to find 
Aeir own anf^r ; for tfaey played a taostcneMiaife 
and foric -at mine t and, when the hill was brought, 
I-squaHbled widi the hiudlord abontthe cbaogas. 

We parted at midnight; aad the enly hnakiag 
«p v^^ be laid at my door; (atl did natipn^se 
aiKrtheT botde. They went home to dieiT iwidoW) 
attd I withdrew to myniagnificait^lodgnigs,'whioh I 
was nowmadwithmyself facb&ving.tdcenjjmd was 
Mly detenmned lo give up at the mentira end. My 
bed- of down was now converted into a couch of 
thoTOB i ûetpiMd abaadmed his naiootic teuemeat, 
•ad sold ûte fe&-simple of my repose to the demon 
^«temal wake&iineia. Hke remaaderi of the BighC 
w«» passed in contriTing not to jcm Ae sWIO too 
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patriotic&lly. For dut purpose I bethonght me of 
Honteser's good counsel, l got up with the i&teD- 
tion of ma]dog my bow to doa Rodrigo de Calde- 
Éono. My present temper was juat pat to the pur- 
pose of ingratiating myself with so high and mighty 
a gentleman ; whose patronage was indispensable to 
my existence. I therefore presented my person in 
that secret«ry's anticbamber. 

His apartments communicated vith the duke^y 
and rwalled them in the Instre of their deoorationS' 
The field officer could scarcely be distinguished from 
the subaltern by any outward distinctioD in his para* 
pbenuJia. I sent in my name a» don Valerio's snc^ 
cessoi ; but that did not hinder me from bemg kept 
kicking my heels for a good boar. Trusty, but norice 
officer of the king, said I, while ruminating cm court 
manners, learn a lesson of patience, if so please yon. 
You must begin with shewing paces yourself, axd 
afterwards make others bite die bridle. 

At length the door of the inner room opened, t 
ireiit in, and adranced towards don. Rodrigo, who 
had just been writing an amorous epistle to his 
ehanning Siren, and was giving it to Pediillo at that 
Tery moment. I had never manufactured my face' 
and ail into such a counterfeit of Eeverence before 
the arcbbisbop of Grenada, noi on my introductitm 
to the count de G^ano,, nor even in presence of thai 
prime minister himself : the crisis of my fawning wasr 
Ksened for «ignor de Calderona. 1 paid m; tearf 
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feet» to hiai with ny body bent down to the verf 
ground, as if crouching under die ke» of a snpeiior 
intelligence ; and soUcited his protection in strEiins of 
humble hypocrisy, at which my cheek now bums 
with shame, to think that man can so debase him- 
self before bis fellow man. My serriUty would have 
recoiled to my own undoing, had it been practlBed 
towards a compound of any manly and indépendant 
ingredients. As for this fellow, he swallowed flat- 
tery by the lump without* mastication ; and Bssared 
UK just as if he meant what he said, that he would 
leave no atone untnmed to do me serrice. 

HereapoB, thanking him with nnlimited expres- 
sions of attadunent for hia kind and generous sen- 
timents, Î sold ny very soul, and all my little stock 
of ciMiscieiice to his free disposal. But as this farce 
might be tires(»ne if prolonged, I took my learei 
apologi^ng for having broken in upon his more se- 
rious avocationB. As soon as I had finished this abo* 
minable scene, I slunk back to my desk, whwe I 
finished my prescribed task. The duke was at my 
elbow the next morning. The end of my perform- 
ance was not less to bis mind than the beginning; 
and he prûsed it accordingly : This is extremely 
well indeed t Copy this abridgment in your best 
hand into the register of Catalonia. You shall not 
want employment of this kind. I had a very long 
conversation with his excellency, and was de%hteâ 
at his mild and familiar deportment What a con* 
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tTMt to Calderôna! They might ttave sat to « 
painter for Fan and Apollo. 

To^ay 1 dined at a cheap ordinary, and Bunk tho 
■ecretaiy upon my mesimates, till I should ascertais 
what BoUd profit mig^t accrue from all my bows 
and sctapes. I had funds tot three months, or 
âiMeabouts. That interval I tdlowed myself for 
cuting my bread upon the Craters. Bat as Ae 
■hoTteat speculations are ate safest, if my salary was 
Aot paid by that time, a long feiewell to the court, 
its frippery and its fabehood I Thus -were my plans 
arranged. For two months I laboured hafd and fast 
to stand well with Caldeiona : but his senses were 
so callous to all my assiduity, that it seemed labour 
iavain to build on so hopeless a foundation. TUs 
idea produced a change in my conduct. I left some 
ffitmex fool to fomigate the nostrils of this idol ; and 
placed all my own dependence on mtddng mry 
ground sure %ith aie duke, by the benefit of our fre- 
quent ' conferences. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Oil Bias becomes a favourite viith the duke ofLerma, 
and the confident of an importa»t secrtt. 

THoroH bia grace's interviews with m« were 
short as the fleeting; visions of supematuial comma- 
uicadon, my turn and character won its way gn- 
daaUy into his excellency's good-liking. One day 
after diniter he siud : Attend to me, Gil Bias. I 
really like yon rery much. You are ;a zealous, con- 
fidential lad, full of understanding and discKtion. 
. Hy trust cannot be misplaced in such hands. I 
threw mys^ at bis feet, at the music of these wwdt ; 
and kissing his outstretched hand, answered thns : 
Is it possible that your excellency can think so fk- 
TOurably of your servant 7 What a host of enemies 
will such a preference conjure up against me I But 
don Rodrigo is the only man whose privy gmdge is 
formidable enough to alarm me. 
- You have nothing to fear from that quarter, replied 
the diike. I know Calderona. . Hé has loved me 
from his cradle. Every movement of his heart is in 
unison with mine. He chenihes whatever I love, 
and hates in exact proportion to my dislike. So fer 
frtnn being alarmed at his ill-will, you ouj^t, On the 
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contror;, to hug yourself on his peculiar partiaUty. 
Thii let me at once into the abysses of don Rodrigo'a 
chaxacter. He shuffled and cut the cards to his own 
deal, and paid his debts of honour out of his excel- 
lency's pool. One could not be loo wary with this 
gentleman. 

To begm, pursued the duke, with a proof of my 
thorough reUance on your faith, I will open to you a 
bug projected design. It is necessary for you to be 
tnfbnned of it, to qualify you for the commissioDs 
with which I shall hereafter have oocasioa to entrust 
you. For a great lengtbof time have I beheld my 
authority umversally respected, my decisions im- 
Tdicitly adopted, places, pensions, governments, vice- 
royalties, and church preferments all awaiting my 
disposal. Without umbrage to my royal master, I 
.«nay he said to be absolute in Spain. My individual 
fortunes can be pushed do higher. But I would 
-willingly ax firm the stmclure I have raised ; for the 
storms are already begmning to beat about the cita- 
del of my peace. My only safety must consist in 
nomimtiug my nephew, the count de Leroos, as my 
successor in the ministry. 

. This piofoqnd courtier, observbg my astotilsh- 
ment, went on thas. I see plainly, SantiUane, I see 
plainly what surprises yon. It seems strange and 
•maccouDtable that I should prefer my nephew to 
my own sod, the duke d'Uzeda. But you axe to leani 
Ihiit thii last ba4 too narrow & genius to $11 1^. m; 
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«pace in politics ; and theie are Otbei teaaoDS why I 
act my &ce against him. He has found out the se- 
ciet of making him«lf agreeable to the king, who 
wants him for his inteiior cabinet;, and back atoire 
influence is. what I cannot bear. Royal favour is a 
«ort of political mistress ; exclusive possession is its 
only charm. The very existence of the passion is 
identified with inestinguishabie Jealousy ; nor can we 
ihe better endure to share the bliss, because our 
md has been nursed in onr own bosom. 

Thus do I lay bare the very recesses of my soul. I 
have already tried to ruin the duke d'Uzeda with the 
king ; but having feiled, am pointing my artillery to- 
wards another object. I am determined that the 
count de Lemos shall stand first with the prince of 
Spain. Being gentleman of his bedchtunber, be has 
opportunities of talking with him continually ; and, 
besides that he has a winning manner with him, I 
know a sure method of eoabling him to succeed in 
his enterprise. By this device, my nephew will be 
pitted against my son. The cousins harbouring un- 
favourable suspicions of each other, will boÂ be 
forced to place themselves under my protection ; and 
the necessity of the case will render them submiB- 
ûve to my will. This is my project; nor will your 
assistance be of slender avail to its success. It is 
you whom I shall make the private channel of 
communication between the count de Lemos an4 
myself. 
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Aftei (hii confidence, «bich «ooiided for aB tbc 
world lilc« tbe clink of current coin, m; mind nrw 
easy about Ibe future. At length, said I, behold mt 
taking shelter under Flntus'a gutter; the golden 
■hower may drench me to the skin, before I stiall 
cry hold, enough! It ia impOBaibte that the boaOia 
friend of a man, by whom tbe whole muuc of the po- 
litical machine ia tempered, should be left to thniii 
upon the discord of poverty. Full of these barm»- 
nions viaiona, m; fifths and octaTet were but litd* 
untuned by the sensible declenûon of my pone. 



The jot/s, the honours, and the miseries of a court Ufe, 
in the person of Oil Bla». 

The minister's growing partiality towards me was 
soon noticed. He displayed it ostentatiously, by 
committing his port-folio to my custody, which it 
was hie habit to carry in his own band when he went 
to council. This novelty causing me to be looked 
upon as a rising fïirouiite, excited tbe envy of cet* 
tain persons, so that I was preciously sprinkled witk 
tbe bellirii dew of court molerolence. Hy two neigh- 
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botm the secretaries were not the last to comptiinént 
me on my budding honours, and invited mê to sup- 
per at the mdow'a, not ho much by way of Tetnrniiig 
my hoBpitality, as with an eye to business in the cul- 
tiration of my acquaintance. Parties were made for 
me every where. Eren the haughty don Rodiigb 
was cap-in-hand to me. He now called me nothiBg 
less than signor de Santillane, though the inoon had 
scarcely changed her face since be thee'd and thou'd 
me, without ever bethinlcing him that he was talking 
to something above a pauper. He heaped me up 
and pressed me down with civilities, especially with- 
in eyeshot of our common patron. But the fool w» 
wiser than to be caught with chaff. The good 
breeding of my retucns was nicely proportioned to 
my thorough detestation of my humble servant : a 
rascal who had lived in court all his life could not 
have played the rascal better than I did. 

1 likewise accompanied my lord duke when he had 
an audience of the lung, which was usually three 
times a day. In the morning he went into his 
mc^esty'i chamber as soon as he was awake. There 
he dropped down on his marrow-bones by the bed- 
side, talked over what was to be done in the course 
of the day, and put into the royal mouth the speeches 
die royal tongue was to make. He then withdrew. 
After dinner he came back again ; not for state 
aâàirs, but fortoAo^, what ? and a little gossip. He 
was well instructed in all the tittle-tattle of Madrid, 
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.irhich was sold to him at the earliest of the seasonl, 
J.aBtly, in the erening he saw the kingt^aia for ths 
third time, put whatever colour he pleased oo the 
traiuactiong of Ae day, and, aa a matter of course» 
' lequested his iustmctions for the morrow. While 
he was with the king, I kept in the antichambei, 
where people of the first quality, sinking that Uiey 
mi^t rise, threw themselres in the way ofmyobser- 
Yation^andthoug^tthedaynotlostif I had deigned 
to exchange a few words of common cirility with 
them. Was it to be wondered at, if my self-import- 
ance fettened upon such food? There ue maay 
folks at court, who stalk about ob stilts of much 
fiailer materials. 

One day my vanity was stiH more highly pam- 
pered. The kmg, to wbora the duke had puffed off 
my style, was curious to see a sample of it. Hia ex- 
cellency made me bring the reg^tec of Catalonia, 
and myself into the lOyal presence ; telling me to 
read the fiiit memorial I had digested. If so catho- 
lic a critic OTcrpowered my modesty, at first, the 
minister's encouragement recdled' my scatteved 
spirits, and 1 read with good tone and emphasis 
what his majesty deigned to hear with some symp* 
toms of approbation. He spoke handsomely of my 
performance, and recommended my fortunes to the 
«special caie of his minister. My humility was n(4 
the greater for the augmentation of my consequencej 
and a particular conreisatioji some days afterwaidji 
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>rïth the count de Lemos iwelled high the sjnidg tide 
ftf all my atnbltioiu anticipationB. 

I wutad on thatJiobleman frtHii hia uncle at the 
prince of Spain's court ; and presented credentiala: 
ftom the duke, directing him to de^ ttoreierredly' 
with me, aa #ith a man who wal embarked in their 
design and selected by himself excluairely as thett 
go-between. The count then took me to a room^' 
where he locked the door, and then spoke as foW 
lows : Since you are confidential with the duke eT 
Len&a, {<donht aotyou deserve to be ao, and shall 
unbosom mysdf to you Without hesitation. You are. 
to know that matters go on just as we could wi>h>' 
The prince of Spain distinguishes me above the most.' 
asûduouB of his courtiers. I had a private coovet-' 
sation with him this morning, wherein he expressed 
some disgust at being restrained by the king^: 
avarice ^m following the inclinations of his murale 
heart, and Uving on a scale befitting hia angiut' 
rank. On this head i chimed in with his r^rete ; 
and taking advantage of the opportunity, promised 
to carry him a thousand pistoles 6arly to-monow 
moising, as an earnest of larger sums with which i' 
have engaged to Teed bis necessities fbrthwiât.. He 
was in ectaay at my promises ; and I am certain of 
securing his fpwse and favour in tail, if I can but 
fulfil thy engagement Acquaint my tmcle with 
these particulars, and come back in the evening; 
with his sentiments on the subject. 
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I left tlie count de Lemos with the laat wordi still 
quivering on his lips, and went back to the duke bt 
Lenna, who, on myreport, sent to aak Calderona foi a 
thousand pistoles which he charged me to carry to 
thie count in the evening. Away went I on my 
errand, muttering to myself: So, so! now I have 
ducovered the miniater's infallible recùpt for the 
cure of all evils. Faith and trodi, he is in the right ; 
and to all appearance, he may draw as copiously as 
he pleases &om the spring, without exhausting &e 
source. 1 can easily guess what bag these pistoles 
come from ; bat after all, is it not the order of nature 
that die parent should nurture and maintain the 
diild ? The count de Lemos, at our parting, said .to 
me in a low voice ; Farewell, my good and worthy 
frimd. The prince of Spain has a little hankering 
after the women ; we must have a little conversation 
•n that subject one of these days ; I foresee that 
your agency will be very applicable on that head. 
I returned with my head full of this last hint, which 
. it was impossible to misinterpret. Neither did I 
wish In do so ; for it suited my talents to a nicety. 
What the devil is to happen next ? said I. Behold' 
me on the point of becoming pimp to the heir of the 
monarchy. Whether pimping was a virtue or a vice, 
I did not stop to enquire : the coarse surtout of 
morahty would have worn bat shabbily, while the 
passions of so exalted a gallant were in the glare 
and glow of ail their newest gtoss. What a promo- 
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tioD, fi» me.to be the prortder of pleasure to a gmt 
Tpnace 1 Pair and softlj, maiter Gil Bias, lome one 
may say : after all you will be but second miuiater. 
Hay be ao; but at bottom the hooonr of both these 
posts is equal ; the difference lies in the profit only. 
. .While executing these honourable commissionB, 
and getting forward daily in the good graces of the 
prime minister, what a happy beiiig should I have 
been^ if statesmen were bora with a set of intestines 
to. barn the cameleoh's diet into chyle I It was more 
tl^aa. two numths since I had got rid of my grand 
lodging, and had taken up my quarters in a little 
room Bcaicely good enough for a banker's clerk. 
Though this was not quite as it should be, yet since 
I w£nt out betimes in the morning, and nerei 
returned at night before bed-time, there was not 
much to quarrel about on that score. All day I was 
the beto of my own stage, or rather of the duke's. 
It was a principal part that I was playing. But 
idien I retired from this brilliant theatre to my own 
cockloft, the great lord vanished, and poor Oil Bias 
was left behind, without a royal image ia his pocket, 
and what was worse, without the meaas of conjuring 
up his glorious resemblance. Besides that it would 
hare wounded my pride to have divulged my neces- 
sities, there was not a creature of my acquaintance 
who could have assisted me but Navarro, and him 
I had too palpably neglected since my introduction 
at court, to venture on soliciting his benevolence. 
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I had been obliged to m11 my wftrdiobe article by 
Etrti'cle. Theft #aa nothing more left than was 
abBolutely necoMBry to make a decent appeaiaoce. 
I no longer went to the ordinary, because I had no 
longer wherewithal to pay my score. How then did 
[ make shift to keep body and soul together? There 
was every morning, in our offices, a scanty break- 
fast set out, consisting of a little bread and wine : 
this was the whole of our commons on the mbistei'a 
establishment. I never knew what it was toexceed (Ms 
stint during the day, and at night I most frequently 
went supperless to bed. 

Such was the fare of a man who made a splendid 
figure at court; but his illustrious fortunes,, like, 
those of other courtiers, were more a subject of 
pity than of gru^e. I could no longer resist the 
pressure of my circumstances, and ultimately re- 
solved on their disclosure at a seasonable opportu- 
nity. By good luck such an occasion offered at the 
Escurial, whither the king and the prince of Spain 
removed some days afterwards. 
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Gil Bias gives the duke of Lerma a hint qf his 
wretched condition. 7%at minister deals with him 
accTrdir^ly. 

Wheit the king kept hii court at the Ëacuiial, 
rH the world waa at free quarters : under snch easy 
oircumstanceB I did not feel where the saddle 
gidled. My bed was in a wardrobe near the duke's 
chamber. One momiDg that minister, baring got 
up according to his cursed custom, at daybreak, 
made me take my writing apparatus, and follow him 
into the palace gardens. We went and sat down 
under an avenue of trees ; myself, as he would hare 
it, in the posture of a man writing on the crown of 
his hat : his attitude was with a paper in his hand ; 
and any one would have supposed he }iad been 
leading. At some distance, we must have looked 
as if the scale of Europe was to turn upon our deâ- 
•ion ; but between ourselves, who partook of it, the 
talk was miserably trifling. 

For more than an hour bad I been tickling his 
excellency's f^cy with all the conceits, engendered 
by a merry nature and an eccentric course of life, 
when two magpies perched on the trees tâiove us. 
Theii clack and clatter was so obstreperous, ai to 
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force our attention whether we would or no. Tliese 
birds, said the duke, seem to be in dudgeon with 
one another. I should like to learn the cause of 
their quBirel. My lord, said I, your curiosity re- 
mindB me of an Indian story in Pilpay or some other 
fabuUst The minister insisted on the particulus, 
and I related them in the following terms : 

There reigned in Persia a good monarch, who nol 
being blessed with capacities of sufficient compass 
to govern his dominions in his own person, left the 
care of them to his grand vizier. That minister, 
whose name was Atalmuc, was possessed of first- 
rate talents. He supported the weight of that, 
iinwieldy monarchy, without sinking under the burr- 
den. He preserved it in profound peace. His art 
consisted b uniting the love of the royal authority 
.with the reverence of it ; while the people at large 
locdced up to the vizier as to an affectionate father, 
though a devoted servant of his prince. Atalmuc 
had a young Cachemirian among his secretaries, by 
name Zeangir, to whom he was particularly attached. 
He took pleasure in his conversation, invited him 
frequently to the chace, and opened to him his most 
secret thoughts. One day as they were hunting 
together in a wood, the vizier, at tbe croaking' of 
two ravens on a tree, said to his secretary: I^hquld. 
like to know what those birds are talking about in 
their jargon. My lord, answered the Cachemirian, 
your wishes may be fulfilled. Indeed I How so ? 

D.5,l:sdl., Google 



&tL fiLAig. 195 

Tej^ed Atalmuc. Because, rejoined Zean^, a dsr- 
vise read in maD; mysteries has taught me the lan- 
guage of birds. If you wish it, 1 will lay my ear 
close to tleae, and will repeat to you word for word 
whatever they may happen to say. 

The vizier agreed to the proposal. The Cache- 
miiian got sear the ravens, and affected to suck ia 
their discourse. Then, returning to his master, My 
lord, said he, would you believe it? We are our- 
selves the topic of their talic. Impossible 1 exclaimed 
the Persian minister. Prithee now, what do they 
say of us ? One of the two, replied the secretary, 
spoke thus : Here he is, the very man ; the grand 
vizier Atalmuc, the guardian eagle of Persia, hover- 
ing, over her like the parent bird over its nest, 
watching without intermission for the safety of its 
brood. For the purpose of unbending from his 
wearisome toils, he is hunting in this wood with his 
faithful ZeaBgir. How happy must that secretary 
be, to serve so partial and indulgent a master ! Fair 
and softly observed the other raven shrewdly, fair 
and softly ! Malie not too much parade about that 
Cachemirian's happiness. Atalmuc, it is true, talks 
and jokes familiarly with him, honours liira with his 
confidence, and may very possibly intend to sig- 
nalize his friendship by a lucrative post ; but between 
the cup and the hp Zeangir may perish with thirst. 
The poor devil lodges in a ready-furnished apart- 
ment, where there is not an article of furniture for 
k2 
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his use. In a word, he leads a starring life, witb - 
all the paraphernalia of a plump-fed courtier. The 
grand virier never troubles his head about enquiring 
into the right or wrong of his aiiàira ; but satisfied 
with empty good wishes towards him, leaves his 
favourite within the ruthless gripe of poverty. 

I stopped here, to see how the duke of Lerma 
would take it; and he asked me with a smHe what 
effect the fable had produced on the mind of 
Ataltnuc ; and whether the grand vizier had not feh 
a little offended at this secretary's presumption. No, 
my noble lord, answered I, wiUi some little embar- 
rassment at the question; historians say that his 
ingenuity was amply rewarded. He was more 
lucky than discreet, replied the duke with a serious 
air ; there are some ministers who would esteem it 
no joke to be lectured at that rate. But the king 
will not be long before he is getting up; my duty 
demands my attendance. After this bint he walked 
off with hasty strides towards the palace vithout 
throwing away a word more npoa roe, and to all 
appearance in high dudgeon at my Indian parable. 

I followed him up to the very door of his majesty's 
chamber, and went thence to arrange my papers in 
the places whence they had been taken. Then I 
entered a closet where our two copying secretaries 
were at work ; for they also were of the migratory 
party. What is the matter with you, s^or de 
Santillaneî stdd they at the sight of me. You are 
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quite down in the mouth ! Has any thing un- 
toward happened ? 

I was too much mortified at the ill success of my 
narrative, to be cautious in the expression of my 
grief. On the recital of what bad passed with the 
duke, they sympathised in my disappointment. You 
have some reason to fret, saJd one of them. Heaven 
grant you may be better treated than a secretary of 
cardinal Spinosa. This unlucky secretary, tired of 
working for BAeen months without pay, took the 
liberty of representing his necessities to his emi- 
■ nence one afternoon, and of asking for a little 
money towards his subsistence. It is very proper, 
said tlte minister, that you should be paid. Here, 
pursued he, putting into bis bands an order on the 
royfd treasury for a thousand ducats ; go and receive 
that sum ; but take notice at the same time that it 
balances accounts between us. The secretary would 
have pocketed bis-thousand ducats without remorse, 
had the thousand ducats been tangible, and the 
liberty of changing Berrices secure ; but just as he 
stepped down from the cardinal's threshold, he wa^ 
tapped on the shoulder by an atguazil, and carried 
away to the tower of Segovia, where he has been a 
prisoner for a length of time. 

This little historical anecdote set my teeth chat- 
tering. All was lost and gone ! There was no 
comfort from wilhin nor from, without I My own 
.impatience bad been my ruin ! just as if I had not 
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borne starving, till patience could avail no ionien. 
Alas! said I, wherefore must I hare blurted oat 
diat ill-starred fable, which went so much agaimt 
the g^rain of the mbister ? He might have been just 
on the point of extncating me from all my miseries; 
it might have been tlie moment of that tide in the 
affairs of men, which sets in for sudden and' enor- 
mous elevation. What wealth, what booours Bave 
slipped through the fingers by my blunder ! I ought 
to have been aware that great folks do not love to 
be forestalled, but require the common privileges of 
elementiuy subsistence to be received as favours at 
their hasds. It would hare been more prudent to 
have kept my leuten entertainment longer without 
bothering the duke about it, and even to have died 
with hunger, that be might be blamed for letting me. 
Supposing any hope to have remained, my master, 
when I saw bim after dinner, put an extinguisher 
over it at once. He vraa very serious with me, 
contrary to his usual custom, and spoke sdarcely at 
all ; an omen of dire dismay for the remainder of 
the evening. The night did not pass more tran- 
quil^ : the chagrin of seeing my agreeable illusions 
vanish, and the fear of swelling the calendar of 
state prisoners, left no room but for Bigha and 



The following was the critical day. The duke 
sent for me in the morning. I went into his cham- 
ber, with the ^ue fit of a crimiREd before hia judge. 
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SantiUane, said he, shewing me a paper in his hand, 
take this oider ..... I shuddeTed at the word order, 
.and aaid within myself: Oh heaven! here is the 
cardinal Spinosa over again; the carriage is ordered 
out for Segovia. Such was my alarm at this mo- 
ment, that I interrupted the minister, and throwing 
myselfat his feet. May it please your lordship, said 
1, bathed in tears, I most humbly beseech your 
excellency to forgive me for my boldness ; necessity 
alone impelled me to acquaint you with my wretched 
-circumstances. 

The duke could not help laughing at my distress. 
Be comforted, Gil Bias, answered he, and hearken 
attentively. Though by betraying your necessities 
a reproach lights upon me for not having prevented 
âiem, I do not take it ill, my friend. I rather ought 
to be angry with myself for not having enquired 
how you were going on. But to begin making 
lunends for my want of attention, there is an order 
on the royal treasury for tiHeen hundred ducats, 
payable at sight. This is not all ; I promise you the 
same sum annually i and moreover, when people of 
rank and substance shall solicit your interest, I have 
no objection to your addressing me on their behalf. 

In the excess of joy occasioned by such tidings, I 
kissed the feet of the minister, who, having com- 
manded me to rise, continued in familiar conversa- 
tion. I endeavoured to rally my free and easy 
linmour ; hut the transition from sorrow to rapture 
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«ras too instantaneous to be natuial. I felt a4 
comical as a culprit, with a pardon singing in his 
ears, just when he was on the point of being 
launched into eternity. My master attributed aU 
my flurry to the sole dread of having o&ended himi 
though the fear of perpetual imprisonment had it« 
share of influence on my nerves. He owned that 
he had affected to look cool, to see whether I should 
be hurt at the altetatioii ; that thereby he formed his ' 
opinion with respect to the Uveliness of my attach- 
ment to his person, and that his own regard for me 
would always be proportionate. 



CHAPTER VII. 



A good use maâ^of thefifieen hwitdrei dvicats. A 
firtt tRfro^cïion to the trade of office, and an 
account of the profit accruing therefrom. 

The king, as if on purpose to play into the hands 
of my impatience, returned to Madrid the very next 
day. I flew like a harpy to the royal treasury, where 
they paid me down upon the nail the sum drawn for 
in my order. Ambition and vanity now obtained 
complete empire over my aoul. My paltry lodging 
was fit only for secretaries of an inferior cast, un- 
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pracUsed in the mysterious language of birds ; for 
which reason, my grand suite of apartments fortu- 
nately being vacant, I engaged them for the second 
time. My next business was to send for an emiaent 
tailor, who arrayed the pretty persona of all the fine 
gentlemen in town. He took my measure, and then 
introduced me to a draper, who sold me five ells of 
cloth, the exact quantity, as he said, to make a suit 
for a man of my size. Five ells for a light Spanish 
dress ! Whither did this draper and tailor expect to 
go ? .... But we must not be uncharitable. Tailors 
who have a reputation to support require more 
materials for the exercise of their genius, than the 
vulgar snippers of the shopboard. I then bought 
some linen, of which I was very bare ; an assortmen t 
of silk stockings, and a laced hat. 

With such an equipage, there was no doing with- 
out a fgotman ; so that I desired Vincent Ferrero 
my landlord to look out for one. Most of the 
foreigners who were recommended to his lodgings, 
on their arrival atMadrid, were wont to hire Spanish 
servants ; and this was the meaus of turning his' 
house into a register ofiBce. The first who offered 
was a lad of so mortified and devotional an aspect, 
that I would have nothing to say to him ; he put me 
in mind of Ambrose de Lamela. I am quite out at 
conceit, said I to Ferrero, with these [nous coat- 
brushers ; I have been taken in by them already. 
. I had scarcely turned virtue ia^,]iittrf "ont ^ 
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dooTB, when another came up stairs. This seemeif 
to be a good sprightly fellow, with as little mock 
modesty as if he_had been bred at court, and a 
certain something about him which indicated that 
he did not carry principle to any dangerous excess. 
He was just to my mind. His answers to my ques* 
tions were pat and to the purpose: he evinced' a 
talent for intrigue beyond my most sanguine hopes. 
This was exactly the subject for my purpose ; so I 
fixed him at once. Neither had I' any reason to 
repent of my bargain ; for it was very soon evident 
that further off I must have fared worse. As the 
diike had allowed me to soBcit on behalf of my 
friends, and it was my design to push that permis- 
sion to the utmost, a staunch hound was necessary 
to put up the game ; or in phrase familiar to dull 
capacities, an active chap, with a turn for routing 
out and bringing to- my market. all palm-tickling 
petitioner» for the loaves and fishes of the prime 
minister. This was just where Scipio shone most; 
for my servant's name was Scipio. He had lived 
last with donna Anna de Guevara, the prince of 
Spain's nurse, where he had ample scope for the 
exercise of that accomplishment. 

As soon as he became acquainted with my credit 
at court, and the use to which I meant to put it, he 
took the field like his great ancestors, and began 
the campaign without the loss of a day. Master^, 
•aid he^a young geatleman of Oienada ia just come: 

D.5,l:sdl.,GOOgle 



an blaS. 203 

to Madrid : bia name ia don Roger de Rada. He 
has been engaged in an afiur of honour which 
c&mpels him to throw hûnself on the dnlce of 
Lerma's protection, and he is well disposed to come 
down handsomely for any g^ace and favour he may 
obtain. I hare talked with him on the subject. He 
had a mind to have made friends with don Rodrigo 
de CaHerona, i^ose influence had been represented 
to him in magnificent tenna : but I dissuaded him, 
by pointing out that secretary's method of selling 
his good offices for more than theii weight in gold ; 
whereas, on the contrary, yon would be satisfied 
with any decent expression of gratitude for yours, 
' and wonld even do the business for the mere plea- 
sure of doing it, if you were in circumiStancea to 
follow the bent of your own generous and disinte- 
rested temper. In short, I talked to him in such a 
Strain, that you will see the gentlemen early to- 
morrow mommg. How is all this, master Scipio? 
said I. You must have transacted a great deal of 
business in a short time. You are no novice in 
back-stairs influence. It is very strange that you 
have not feathered your own nest. That ought not 
to surprise you at all, answered he. I love to make 
money drculate ; not to hoard it up. 

Don Roger de Rada came according to bis 
appointment. 1 received him with a mixture, of 
courtlyplausibilityandmmisterial'pride. My worthy 
ur, laiâ I, before t engage in yourinterests, I wirit 
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to know the Dttnre of the aHair which brin^ yon to 
court ; because it may be such as to pieclude me 
from speaking to the minister in youi favour. Give 
me therefore, if you please, the particulars faith- 
fully, and rest assured that 1 sfaatl eater warmly 
into your interests, if they are proper to be espoused 
by a man who moves in my sphere. My young 
client promised to be sincere in his representation, 
and b^;an his narrative in the following words. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Mutory of don Roger de Roda. 

Don Anastasio de Rada, a gentleman of Grenada, 
was living happily in the town of Antequera, with 
donna £stephania his wife, who united every charm 
of peison and mind with the most nnquestionable 
virtue. If her aâection was lively towards her hus- 
band, his love for her was violent beyond all bounds. 
He was naturally prone to jealousy; and though 
wantoiiness could never assume such a semblance 
as his wife's, his thoughts were sot quite at rest 
upon the subject. He was apprehensive lest some 
secret enemy to his repose might make some attempt 
upon his honour. His eye was turned askaâce 
upon id! his friends, except don Huberto de Hoi- 
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dales, who frequented the house without suspicion 
in quality of Eetephania's cousin, and was, the only 
maa in whom he ought not to have conâded. 

Don Huberto did actually fall in love with his 
cousin, and ventured to make his sentiments known, 
in contempt of consanguinity and the ties of friend- 
ship. The lady, who was considerate, instead of 
making an outcry which might have led to fMal 
consequences, reproved her kinsman gently, repre- 
sented to him the extreme criminality of attempting 
to seduce hei, and dishonour her husband, and told 
him very seriously that he must not flatter himself 
with the most distant hope. 

This moderation only inflamed the seducer's ap- 
petite the more. Taking it for granted that as a 
woman who had been accustomed to save appear- 
ances, she only wanted to be more strongly u^ed, 
he began to adopt little freedoms of more warmth 
than delicacy ; and had the assurance one day to 
put the question home to her. She repulsed him 
with unbridled indignation, and threatened to refer 
the punishment of his ofience to don Anastasio. 
Her suitor, alarmed at such an intimation, promised 
to drop the subject; and Estephania in the candour 
of her soul foi^ve him for the past. 

Don Huberto, a man totally devoid of piinciplç, 
could not feel his passion to be foiled, without 
entertaining a mean spirit of revenge. He knew 
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the traak side of don Anastasio's temper. This was 
enough to en^nder the blackest design that ever 
scoundrel plotted. One evening as he vas walUng 
alone with this misguided husband, he said with an 
air of extreme uneasiness : My dear friend, I can no 
longer live without unburdening my mind ; and yel 
I would be for ever silent, but that you value honour 
fat above a treacherous repose. Your acute feel- 
ings and my own, on points which concern domestic 
_ injuries, forbid me to conceal what is passing in 
yoax femily. Prepare to hear what will occasion 
you as much grief as astonishment. 1 am gdng to 
wound yon in the tenderest part. 

I know what you mean, interrupted don Anasta- 
sio in the first burst of agony; your cousin is 
unfaithful. I no longer acknowledge her for my 
cousin, replied Hordales with impassioned vehe- 
mence; 1 disown her, as unworthy tc share my 
friend's embraces. This is keeping me too long 
upon the rack, exclaimed don Anastasio : say on, 
what has Estephania done? She has betrayed you, 
replied don Huberto. You have a rival to whom 
she listens in private, but I cannot give you his 
name ; for the adulterer, under &vour of impene- 
trable darkness, has escaped the ken of those who 
watched him. All I know is, that you we duped : 
of that fact I am well assured. My own share in 
the disgrace is a sufficient pledge of my veracity-. 
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Her infidelity must be palpfkble indeed, when I turn 
Estephania's accuser. 

It is to no purpose, continued Tie, watch&i|; the 
successful impression of his discourse, it is to no 
purpose to discuss the subject Airther. I perceive 
your indig^uation at the treacherous requital of yont 
love, and your thoughts all aiming; atajust revenge. 
Take your own course. Heed not in what relation 
to you your victim may stand ; but convince the 
whole city that there is no earthly being whom you 
would not sacrifice to your honour. 

Thus did the traitor exasperate a too credulous 
husband against an innocent wife; depicting in 
such glowing colours the infamy in which he would 
be plunged, if he left the insult unpunished, as to 
heighten his anger into madness. Behold don 
Anastasio, with his mind completely orertamed ; as 
if goaded by the furies. He returned homewards 
with the frantic design of murdering his ill-lhted 
wife. She was just going to bed when he came in. 
He kept his passion under for a time, aitd wuted 
till the attendants had withdrawn. Then, nnre- 
strained by the fear of vengeance from above, 
by the vulgar scorn which must recoil upon an 
honourable family, by natural affection for his 
unborn child, wnce bis wife was near her time, 
he t^proached his victim, and said to her in a 
furious tone of voice: Now is your hour to die, 
vietch as you are 1 One moment only is joar ow% 
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which my reUntmg pity le&ves you to make yonr 
peace with heaven. I would not that your soul 
should pensh eteraally, though your earthly hououi 
is for eTer lost. 

At these words he drew his dagger. Estephania, 
just speechless with terror, throwing herselî at his 
feet, besought him with uplifted hands and inaiticu- 
late agony, to tell her why he raised his arm against 
her life. If he suspected her fidelity, she called 
heaven to attest her innoc^ice. 

In vain, in vain, repUed the iufuiiated murderet; 
your treason is but too well proved. My informa- 
tion is BOt to be discredited : don Huberto Ah I 

my lord, interrupted she with eager haste, you must 
hold your trust aloof from don Huberto. He is leu 
your fiiend than you imagine. If^he has said aught 
against my virtue, believe him not. Restrain that 
infamous tongue, replied don Anastasio. By ap- 
pealing against Hordalee, you condemn youra^. 
You would ruin your relation in my esteem, because 
he is acquainted with your misconduct. You would 
invalidate his evidence against you ; but the artifice 
is palpable, and only whets my appetite for ven- 
geance. My d«ii husband, rejoined the innocent 
Estephauia, while her tears flowed in torrents, 
beware of this blind rage. If you follow its insti- 
gation, you will perpetrate a deed for ^liàch you 
will hate yoqrself, when convinced of its injustice. 
In the name of heaven, compose your disordered 
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ipiiits. At least ^ve me thne to clear up yonr 
suspicions ; you will then deal candidly by a wii^ 
who has nothing to reproach herself with. 

Any other than don Anastasio would have been 
touched by her pleadings, and still more by her 
a^niïbg affliction; but the barbarian, far from 
being softened, ordered tie lady once again to 
recommend herself briefly to mercy, and lifted his 
arm to stiike the blow. Hold, inhuman as you are ! 
cried she. If your love for me is as if it had never 
been, if my lavish fondness in return is all blotted 
from your memory, if my tears have no eloquence 
to disarm your hellish purpose, have some pity on 
your own blood. Launch not your frantic hand 
against an innocent, who has not yet breathed this 
vital air. You cannot be its executioner, without 
the curse of heaven and earth. As for myself, 1 can 
forgive my murderer ; but the butcher of his own 
child, think deeply of it, must pay the dreadful 
.forfeit of so detestable a deed. 

Determined as don Anastasio was to pay no 
attention to any thing Estephania could say, he 
could not help being affected by the frightful images 
' these last words presented to his soul. Wherefore, 
as if apprehensive lest nature should play the trai- 
tress to revenge, he hastened to make sure of his 
staggering tesolves, and plunged his dagger into 
her bosom. She fell motionless on the ground. He 
(bought, her dead ; and on that supposition left 
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his house ùmnediately, to be no more seen at 
Antequera. 

In the mean time, the unhappy victim of ground- 
less suspicion was so stunned with the blow she 
had received, as to remain for a short interval on 
the ground without any signs of life. Afterwards, 
coming to herself, she brought an old female- servant 
to her assistance by her plaints sua lomentatioBS. 
That good old woman, beholding her mistress in bo 
deplorable a state, waked the whole household and 
even the neighbourhood by her cries. The room 
was soon filled with spectators. Surgical assistance 
was sent for. The wound was probed, and pro- 
nounced not to be mortal. Their opinion turned 
out to be correct; for Estephania soon recovered, 
and was in due time delivered of a son, notwith- 
standing the cruel circumstances in which she had 
be^i placed. That son, signe»* Gil Bias, you behold 
in me ; I am the fruit of that dreadful pregnancy. 

Women, when chaste as ice, when pure as snow, 
seldom escape calumny: this plague, however, 
though virtue's dowry, did not alight upon my 
mother. The bloody scene passed in common fame 
for the transport of a jealous husband. Hy father, 
it is true, bore the character of a passionate man, 
prone to kindle into fury on the slightest oecauon. 
Hordales could not but suppose that his kinswoman 
must suspect him of having sown wild fancies in the 
mind of doQ Anastasio ; so that he satisfied hins^ 
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viîih this imperfect relish of levenge, and ceased to 
importune her. But not to be tedious, I shall pass 
over the detail of my education. Suffice it to say 
that my principal exercise nas fencing, which I 
practised regularly in the most famous schools of 
Grenada and Seville. My mother waited with im- 
patience till I was of age to measure sworda with 
don Huberto, that she might instruct me in the 
grounds of her complaint against him. In my eigh- 
teenth year, she submitted her cause to my arbitre- 
ment, not without floods of tears, and every symp- 
tom of the deepest anguish. What must not a son 
feel, if he has the spirit and the heart of a son, at 
the sight of a mother in such distressing circumstan- 
ces ? I went immediately and called out Hordales ; 
our place ofmeeting was private as it should be; we 
fought long and furiously ; three of my thrusts took 
place, and I threw him to the ground, like a dead 
dog despised. 

Don Huberto, feehng his wound to be mortal, 
fixed his last looks upon me, and declared that he 
met his death at my hands as a just punishment for 
his treason against my mother's honour. He owned 
that in revenge for the pangs of despised love, he 
had resolved on her ruin. Thus did be breathe his 
last, imploring pardon from heaven, from don Anas- 
tasio, from Estephania, and from myself. I deemed 
it imprudent to return home and acquaint my mother 
of the issue ; fame was sure to perform that ofiBce for 
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me. I passed the mountains, and repaired to Ma^ 
laga, where I embarked on board a privateer. My 
outside not altogether indicating cowardice, the 
captain consented at once to enrol me among his 

We were not long before we went into action. 
Near the island of .Alboutan, a corsair of Millila fell 
in with us, on his return towards tie African coast 
with a Spanish vessel richly laden, taken off Cartha- 
gena. We attacked the African briskly, and made 
ourselves masters of both ships, with eighty Christ- 
ians on board, going as slaves to Barbary. After- 
wards, availing ourselves of a wind direct for the 
coast of Grenada, we shortly arrived at Punta de 
Helena. 

While we were enquiring into the birth-place and 
condition of oui rescued captives, aman about £fty, 
of prepossessing aspect, fell under my exaniiuation. 
He stated himself, with a sigh, to belong to Ante- 
quera. My heart palpitated, without my knowing 
why ; and my emotion, too strong to pass unnoticed, 
excited a visible sympathy in him. I avowed myself 
his townsman, and asked his family name. Alas I 
answered he, your curiosity makes my sorrows flow 
afresh. Eighteen years ago did I leave my home, 
where my remembrance is coupled with scenes of 
blood and honor. You must yourself have heard 
but too much of my story. My name is don Anas- 
tasio de Rada. Merciful heaven I exclaimed I, may 
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1 believe my eenses ? And c&n this be ? Doa Anas- 
taaio ? Father ! What ia it you say, young man T 
exclaimed he in his turn, nith surprise and a^tation 
equal to my ovn. Are you that ill-fated infant, still 
in its mother's womb, when I sacrificed her to my 
fury? Yes, said I; none other did the rirtuous 
Estephania bring into the world, after the fatal 
night when you left her weltering in her own blood. 

Don Anastasio stifled my words in his embraces. 
For a quarter of an hour, we could only mingle our 
inarticulate sighs and esclamationB. After exhanst- 
ing our tender recollections, and indulging in the 
wild expression of our feelings, my father lifted his 
eyes to heaven, in gratitude for Estephania saved; 
but the next moment, as if doubtful of his bliss, he 
demanded by what evidence his wife's innocence had 
been cleared. Sir, answered I, none but yourself 
ever doubted it> Her conduct had been uniformly 
spotless. You must be undeceived. Know that 
don Huberto waa a traitor. In proof of this I un- 
folded all his perâdy, the vengeance I had taken, 
and his own confession before he expired. 

My father was less delighted athis liberty restored, 
than at these happy tidings. In the forgetfulness of 
ecstacy, he repeated all his former transports. His 
approbation' of me was ardent and entire. Come, 
my son, said he, let us set out for Anteqnera. I 
bum with impatience to throw myself at the feet of 
a wife, whom I have treated so unworthily. Since ■ 
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you have browght me acquainted with my own ^ 
Justice, my lieart has been torn bj remorse. 

I was too eager to bring together a couple so near 
and dear to me, not to expedite our journey as much 
as possible, I quitted the privateer ; and with my 
share of prize money bought two mules at Adra, my 
■father not choosing again to incur the hazard of a 
voyage. He found leisure on the road to relate his 
adventures, which I tuchned to hear as seriously, as 
did the prince of ithaca the Tarions recitals of the 
king his father. At length, after several days we 
halted at the foot of a mountain near Antequera. 
Wishing to reach liome privately, we went not into 
the town till midnight. 

You may guess my mother's astonishment, atbe- 
"holding a husband whom she had thought for ever 
lost; and the almost miraculous circumstances of his 
restoration were a second source of wonder. He 
entreated forgiveness for his barbarity with marks oï 
repentance so lively, that she could not but be 
moved. Instead of looking on him as a murderer, 
she only saw the man, to whose will high heaven 
had subjected her; such religion is there in the name 
of husband to a virtuous wife ! Estephania had 
been so alarmed about me, that my return filled her 
■with rapture. But her joy on this account was not 
without alleviation. A sister of Hordales had insti- 
tuted a criminal prosecution against her brother's 
antagonist. The search for me was hot; so that my 
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m&tlier, conBideiiog home as insecure, was painfolly 
anxious about me. It waa therefore secessary to 
^et out that very night foi court, whither 1 come to 
solicit my'pardon, and hope to obtain it by your 
generous iatercession with the prime minister. 

The gallant son of don Anastasio thus closed his 
narrative : after which I observed with a self-suffici- 
ent physiognomy : It is well, signor don Roger ; the 
offence seems to me to be venial. I will undertake 
to lay the case before his excellency, and may ven- 
ture to promise you his protection. The thanks my 
client lavished would have passed id at one ear and 
out at the other, if they had not been backed by as- 
surances of more substantial gratitude. But when 
once that string was touched, every nerve and fibre 
of my frame vibrated in unison. On the very same 
day did I relate the whole story to the duke, who 
allowed me to present the gentleman, and-addressed 
him thus; Don Roger, I have been informed of the 
duel which has brought you to court ; Santillane has 
laid all the particulars before me. Make yourself 
perfectly easy : you have done nothing but what the 
circumstances of the case might almost warrant; and 
it is especially on the ground of wounded honour, 
^at his majesty is best pleased to extend his grace 
-and favour. You must be committed for mere 
fonn's sake ; but you may depend on it, your con- 
finement shall be of short duration. In Santillane 
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jOH liave a zealous friend, who will wateb over joar 
■nteresU, and hasten your retease. 

Don Roger paid his leapectful acknowledgments 
to the minister, on whose fJedge he went and siu- 
rendered himself. His pardon was soon made onl, 
owing to my activity. In less than ten days, I sent 
tbis modern Telemachus home, to say " how do you 
do" to bis Ulysses and Penelope ; had he stood upon 
the merits of his case without a protector, he might 
hare whined out a year's imprisonmeat, and scarcely 
hare got off at last. My commission was but a poor 
hundred pistoles. It was no very magnificent haul ; 
but I was not as yet a Calderona, to turn up my • 
nose at the small fry. 



CHAPTER IX. 



Oil Bias moÂes a large fortune in a short time, and 
behaves like other wealthy upstarts. 

Th is aEFair gave me a relish for my trade ; and (en 
pistoles to Scipio by way of brokerage, whetted his 
eagerness to start more game of the seme sort. I 
-hare already done justice to his talents that way ; he 
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foight as modestly have appended " the great" to 
tbe tail <^ his name, as the moit not«d scoundrel of 
aatiqutty. Tbe second cistomer he brought me was 
a printer, who manubctured boc^s of chivalry, Eud 
had made his fortune by waging wai against com- 
mon sense. This printer had pirated a work belong- 
ing to a brother printer, and his edition had beMi 
seized. For three hundred ducats I rescued his 
copies out of jeopardy, and saved him from a heavy 
fine. Though this was a transaction beneath the 
prime minister's notice, bis excellency condescended 
at my request to interpose bis authority. AAer the 
printer, a merchant passed through my hands ; tbe 
occasion was thus : A Portuguese vessel had been 
talcen by a Barbary corsair, and retaken by a priva- 
teer from Cadiz. Two-thirds of the cargo belonged 
to a merchant at Lisbon, who, having claimed bis 
due to no purpose, came to the court of Spain in 
search of à protector, with sufficient credit to pro- 
cure him restitution. 1 took up his cause, and be 
recovered his property, deducting the sum of four 
hundred pistoles, pud to me in consideration of my 
diuntereated zeal for justice. 

And now most surely the reader will call out to 
me at this place : WeU said, good master Santilknet 
Hake hay while the sun shines. You are on the high 
road to fortune; push forward, and outstrip your 
rivals. Oh I let me alone for that. I spy, or my 
eyea deceive me, my servant coming in with a new 
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'gull âtat be bas just caught. Even ao I It is nf 
T^ Sci|HO, Let U9 hear what he hu to say. Sir, 
-quoth he, give me leave to intraduce this emineot 
practitioner. He wants a licence to sell his drags 
during the term of ten years in all the towns of die 
Spanish monarchy, to the exclusion of all other 
quacks ; in short, a monopoly of pcûsons. In grati- 
tude for this patent to thin mankind, he will present 
the donor with a gratuity of two hundred pistoles. I 
looked superciliously, like a patron, at the mounte- 
bank, and told him that his business should be done. 
As lameness and leprosy would hare it, in the 
course of a few days, I sent him on his progress 
through Spain, invested with full powers to make 
the world his oyster, and leave nothing but the shell 
to his unpatented competitors. 

Besides that my avarice outran my accnmulating 
wealth, I had obtained the (bur boons just specified 
-80 easily from his grace, as not to be mealy-mouthed 
about asking for a fifth. The town of Vefa, on the 
-coast of Grenada, wanted a governor ; and a kmgbt 
of Calatrava wanted the government, for which he 
was willing to pay me one thousand pistoles. Hie 
mimster wtn ready to burst with taug^iing, to see me 
so eager i^r the scut. By all the powers I my 
fiiend Oil Bias, said he, you go to work tooth and 
nail 1 You have a most inveterate itch to do as yon 
would be done by. But mark met When mere 
trifles stand between us, 1 shaJl not stand upon 
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tt^fles; but when goTemmenU or other [4&ceB of 
-4real Value are in question, you will have the modeAtf 
to be cont«nt with half the fee for yourself, and will 
account to me for the other half. It is inconceivable 
at what expense I stand ; and how it presees on my 
finances to support the dignity of my station : f(»r 
though disinterestedness looks vastly well in the 
eyes of the world, you are to understand between 
ourselves that I have made a solemn vow against 
dipping into my private fortune. On this hint, ar- 
range your future plans. 

My master, by this discourse, relieving me from 
-tlie .fear of b^ng troublesome, or rather egging me 
on to run at the ring for every prize, made me still 
Mtote worldly-minded than ever 1 had been before. 
.1 should not have objected to circnlating hand-bills, 
with an invitation to all candidates for places, to 
apply on certain terms at the secretary's office. My 
functions were here, Scipto's were there ; and we 
met at the receipt of custom. My client got the 
-governiRent of Vera for his thousand pistoles ; and 
as our price was fixed, a knight of St. Jamea met 
his brother of Calatrava in the market on an equal 
Jboting. But mere govemoTS were paltry fish to try ; 
I dùtributed orders c£ knighthood, and converted 
some good stupid burgesses into most insuSerabte 
^ntry by one stroke of the pen, and a lacing across 
the shoulders with a hroad-sword. The clergy too 
■ were not foi^jOtlen in my charities. Lesser [«efer- 
1.2 
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mentB were in my gift; every thing np to piebendsd 
Btalls and collegiate dignitieg. With t^ard to bi- 
shopricB and archbishoprics, don Rodrigo de Cald»- 
ronahad the charge of our holy religion. As chundi 
and state mast always go together, supreme ma^»- 
tracies, commanderies, and vice royalties were alî in 
his gift ; whence the reader will naturally infer, thst 
the upper offices were little better tenanted than tlie 
lower oaea ; since 'aie sul^ects on whom our election 
fell, establishing their pretensions on a certain pal- 
pable criterion, were not necessarily and unavoid^ 
bly either the clererest or the best principled people 
in the world. We knew very well, that the wits and 
lampooners of Madrid made themselves merry at 
our expense ; but we borrowed onr philosophy from 
misers, who hug themselves under the hootingg of 
the people, when they count over the accnmulatiob 
of there pelf. 

Isocrates was in the right to inûnuate, in his ele- 
gant Greek expression, that what is got over the 
devil's back is spent under his belly. When I saw 
myself master of thirty thousand ducats, and in a 
fair way to gain perhaps ten times as much, it 
seemed to be a necessary of office to make such a 
figure as became the right-hand of a prime minister. 
I took a boose to myself, and furnished it in the im- 
mediate taste. I bought an attorney's carriage at 
second hand ; he had set it up at the suggestion of 
vani^, and laid it down at the suggestion of his 
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baker. I hired a coachman aad Ûae& footmen. 
Justice demands Ihat old and faithful servants 
should be promoted ; I therefore invested Scipio 
with the threefold honour of valet-de-chambre, pri- 
vate secretary, and steward. But the minister raised 
my pride to its highest pilch ; for he was pleased to 
allow my people to wear his livery. My poor little 
wits were now completely turned. I was little more 
in my senses than the disciples of Porcins Latro, 
who, by dint of drinliing cummin, having made them- 
selves as pale as their master, thought themselves 
every whit as learned ; so I could scarcely refrain 
from feocyisg myself next of kin and- presumptive 
heir to die duke of Lerma himself. The populace 
might take me for his cousin, and people who knew 
better, for one of his bastards ; a suspicion most flat- 
tering to my pride of blood. 

Add to this, that aller the example of his excel- 
lepey, who kept a public table, I determined to give 
parties of my own. Pursuant thereunto, I commis- 
piosed Sc^io to find me out a professed cook ; and 
he stumbled upon one who might have dished up a 
dinner for Ncooentanus, of dripping-pan notoriety. 
My cellar waa well stored witk the cho^^est wines. 
My eBtaUishment being now complete, I gave mj 
kouse-wanniDg. £very evening sooie of the clerks 
is the public offices came to sup with me, and affec- 
ted a sort of poUtical high Ufe below stairs. I did 
the honours hospitably, and always sent them home 
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half seas over. Like master like man r Sdpio too 
had his parties in the servants' hall, where he treat- 
ed alt his chums at my expease. But besides that 
I felt a real kindness for that lad, he contributed to 
grease the wheels of my establishment, and was en- 
titled to have a finger in the dissipation. As a young' 
man, some little licence was allowable; and the 
ruinous consequences did not strike me at the time. 
Another reason too prevented me from taking notice 
of it; incessant vacancies, ecclesiastical and secular, 
paid me amply in meat and in malt. My surplus 
was increasing every day. Fortune's curricle seemed 
to have driven to my door, there to have broken 
down, and the driver to have taken shelter with me. 
One thing more was wanting to ray complete in- 
toxication; that Fabricio might be witness to ray 
pomp. He was most probably come back from An- 
dalusia. For the fun of surprising him, I sent an 
anonymous note, importing that a Sicilian uoble- 
man of his acquaintance would be glad of his com- 
pany to supper; with the day, hour, cmd place of 
appointment, witich was at my house. Nunez eame 
and was most inordinately astonished to reco^ni2e 
me in the Sicilian nobleman. Yea, my friend, said 
I, behold the master of this family. I have a 
retinue, a. good table, and a strong box besides. Is 
it posrible, exclaimed he with vivacity, ' ihst all this 
opulence should be yours ? It was- well done in ms 
to have placed you with couBt Gcdiano.. I told ^u. 
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beforehand that be was a generous nobleman, and 
would not be long before he set you at your ease. 
Of course you followed my wise advice, in gÎTÎng 
the rein a little more freely to your fellow servants ; 
you find the benefit of it. It is only by a little mu- 
tual accommodation, that the principal officers in 
great houses feather their nests so comfortably. 

I Bufiered Fabricio to go on as long as be liked, 
complimenting himself for having introduced me to- 
count Oaliano. When be had done, to chastise his 
ecstasies at having procured nie so good a post, I 
stated at full length the returns of gratitude with 
which that nobleman bad recompensed my services. 
But, perceiving how ready my poet was to string his 
lyre to satire at my recital, 1 said to him : The Sici- 
Uan'a contemptible conduct I readily foi^ive. Be- 
tween ourselves, it is more a subject of congratula- 
tion than of regret. If the count had dealt honour- 
^y by me, I should have followed him into Sicily, 
where I should still be in a subordinate capacity, 
waiting (tx dead men's shoes. In a word, I should 
Dotjiow have been hand in glove with the duke of 

Nunez felt so strange a sensation at these last 

words, that he was tongue-tied for some seconds. 

Then gulping up his stammering accents like harle- 

' quin, Did I bear aright ? said he. What I you band 

in glore with the prime minister? I on one side, 



:sdi.;Google 



224 GIL BLAS. 

and don Rodrigo de Galderona on the other, an- 
swered I ; and according to all appearance, my for- 
tunes will move higher. Truly, replied he, this is 
admirable. Tou are cut out for every occasioD. 
What an universal genius ! To borrow an expres- 
sion from the tennis-court, you have a racket for 
every ball; nothing comes amiss to you. At all 
events, my lord, I am sincerely rejoiced at your lord- 
ship's prosperity. The deuce and all, master Nunez! 
iatemipted 1 ; good now, dispense with your lords 
and lordships. Let us banish such formalities, and 
live on equal terms together. You are in the right, 
replied he : altered cinmmstances should not make 
strange faces. I will own my weakness ; when you 
unnoanced yonr elevation, you took away my breath ; 
but the chill and the shudder are over, and I gee 
only my old (riend Gil Bias. 

Our conversation v^as interrupted by the arrival 
of four or five clerks. Gentlemen, said 1, introdu- 
cing Nunez, you are to sup with signor d«n Fabri- 
do, who writes verses of impenetr^le suhtimity, 
and such prose as would not know itself m the glass. 
Unluckily I was talking to gentry who would have 
had mwe fellow-feeling with an Onm Ontang than 
with a poet. They scarcely condescended to IocJe 
at him. In vain did he pmi, parody, mlty, or rail 1o 
btl their fancies i for they had none. He was so net- 
tled at their inference, that he asfiimed the fàetio 
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Ucence, and made his escape. Out derks never 
mused him, but forgot at oDce that he had been 
there. 

Just as I ma going out the next uvoing, tb9 
poet of the Aiturks came into my room. I beg 
pardon, said he, fot having cut your clerks bo ab- 
ruptly lait night ; but, to deal freely, I was bo' much 
out <k my element, that 1 should soon have.played 
old chaos with tbem. Proud pnppieSt with tbeir 
starch and self-impoTtant air I I cannot concetr» 
how a dever fellow like yoit can sit it out with rach 
tontish guests. To-day 1 will bring .yon Bone of 
move life and s|ùrit. I shall be very much ok^gcd 
to you, answered I : yoiu introduction is sufficient. 
E^tl; so, r^ied he. You shall hare the feast oi 
leawHi and the flow of soid. I wiU go forthwkh and 
invite th«n, fttr fear they should engage tbemselyes 
elsnriwre ; for happy man be hJB dole who can get 
àtem to ditmer or supper ; they are such excellent 
ccNÙpanyl 

Away went be ; and in the evening, at sa^wi-tiine, 
returned with àsl anthom ia bis train, wh6m be pre- 
seuled one alter another with a set speedi in their 
[»aise. According ta his account, the ^^trf Greece 
and Italy were nothing, in comparison of these> 
whose works (»ight to.be printed in letters of gold. 
I received this dcpntsttitm from the tuneful sistera 
veiy politely. My belumour was even in. the extra-. 
vagance of good-breeding ; fix the republic of au- 
1.6 
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thon is a little moauchical in its demaDds upon our 
flattery. Though I had given Scipio no espreas di- 
rection respecting the number of covers at this enter- 
taiiiment, yet knowing what a buug;ry and voluptn- 
ouB race were to be crammed, he bad mustered the 
courses in more than their full compliment. 
' At length, supper was announced, and we fell tv 
merrily. My poets began talking of their poem» 
and themselves. One fellow, with the most lyrical 
assurance', numbered up whole hosts of first-rate no-..^ 
bility and high flying damea, who were qnite enrap- 
tured with his muse. Another, though it was not 
for him (o arraign the choice whidt a learned society 
had lately made of two new members, could not 
help Baying that it was strange they should not have 
elected him. All the rest were much in the same 
atory. Amid the clatter of knives and foriu, my 
ears were more dieoordantly dinned with verses and 
harangues. They each took it by turns to gire me 
a specimen of their composition. One languishes 
out a sonnet; another mouths a scene in a tragedy; 
and B third reads a melancholy criticism on the pro- 
vince of comedy. The next in turn spouts «a ode 
of Anacreon, translated into most un-anacreontic 
Spanish verse. One of his brethren interrupts him, 
to point out the unclassical use of a partîculû' 
^irase. The author of the version by no means ac^ 
qniesces in the remark ; hence arises an argument, 
in which all the literati taJce on& side or the other. 
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0{»nions are neatly balanced ; the disputants aie 
nearly in a pasBioa ; &b ailment weakens, invective 
grows stronger ; they get fron» bad to worse ; over 
goes the table, and up jump diey to fisty-cuffs. 
Fabricio, Scipio, my coachman, my footman, and 
myself, have scarcely lungs or strength to bring them 
to their senses. The moment the battle was over, 
offacampered theyas if my house had been a tavern, 
without llie slightest apology for their ill behaviour. 
Nunez, on whose word I had antidpated a very 
{feasant party, looked rather blue at this conclu- 
sion. Well, my friend, said I, what do you think 
of your literary acqwainlance now? As sure as 
Apc^lo is on Parnassus, you brought me a most 
Uackguaid . set I vrill stick to my clerks ; so talk 
no more to me about authors. I shall take care, 
answered he, not to invite any of them to a gentle- 
man's house again ; for these are the most select 
and well-mannered of the tribe. 
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CHAPTER X. 

The moral» of Gil Bias become at court, much at if 
theg had never been- at all, A commission fiom 
the count de Lemos, which, liie nmst court commi»- 

Whbn once my name was up, for a mmn after the 
duke of Lenna's own heart, I had very Boon niy 
court about me. Every morning was my antichain- 
ber crowded wi^ company, aad my lereeB were ail 
the ^shioB. Two sorts of cuBtomers came to my- 
shop ; one set, to eng^e my mterposition with the- 
minister, on fair conunerciBl priacipleq; the other 
Bet, to escite my compasnoB by patbetie Btfltemeat 
of their cases, and give me a lift to heaven <»i th«. 
packhorse of charity. The first were sure of being 
heard patiently and served diligently; with regard 
to the second order, I got rid of them at once by 
plausible erasions, or kept them dangling till they 
wore their patience threadbare, and went off in a 
huff. Before 1 was about the court, my nature was 
compaasioaate and charitable; but tendemeu of 
heart is an unfeshioaable frailty there, and mine be~ 
came harder dian a^ flint. Here was an admirable 
school to correct the lomanlic aensibilitiea of âiendi- 
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slap : nor vaa my philosophy any lon^ usailable' 
in that quarter. My maimer of dealing vith Joseph 
Nararro, under the foUoving ciicumstancei, will 
prove more than volumes od that head. 

This Navarro, the founder of my fortune, to-wfaom 
my obligations were thick Euid threefold, paid me s 
visit one day. With the warmest expfCBMoni oS re- 
gard, snch as he was in tlie habit of lavishing', he 
begged me to ask the duke of Lenn& for a certaiix 
situation for one of his friends, a young man of ex- 
cellent qu^itiea and undoubted merit, but incum- 
bered with an inability of getting on in the world. 
I unwell aisnred, added Joseph, thai with your 
good and oUigisg disposition, you will be enraptured 
to cenfer a.favoorcn a worthy man wiUi a very slen- 
der purse ;^ am sure you will feel obliged to me for 
giving you on opportunity of carrying your benevo» 
lent inclinations into eSèct. This was joat as good 
«B telling me, that the business was to be done far 
nothing. Though such doctrine vras not quite lend 
to my capacity, I stiUafiectedawishtodoaahede- 
Kred. ' It gives me infinite pleasure, answered 1 le 
Nsvano, to have it in my power to evince my lively 
sense of all your forma- kindness to me. ItiseiuNigli 
ft» you to take any mas living by the hand ; fiem 
diat moment he becomes the object of my nnweuied 
care. Your friend shtiU have the situatiDn yon wsM 
for him ; nay, he has it abcady : it is no hmger any 
concern of yonts ; leave it entirely to me. 
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On this SHurance Joseph went away in high gieep 
Berertfaele», the peraon he recommenâed had not 
the pott in question. It was given to another man, 
and my strong box was the stronger by a thousand 
âncats. This snm was infinitely preferable to all 
the thanlts in the world ; bo that I looked pitifnlly 
blank when next we met, saying; Ah I my dear Na- 
varro, you should have thought of speaking lo me 
sooner. That Calderona got the start of me ; he 
has given away a certain thing that shall be name- 
less. I am vexed to the soul not to meet you with 
better tidings. 

Joseph was fool ertoiigh to give me credit, and we 
parted better fiiends than ever ; but I suspect that 
he soon found out the truth ; for he sever came near 
me again. This was just what I wanted. Besides 
that the memory of benefits received grated harshly, 
it would not have been at all the thing for a person 
in my then sphere to keep company with a certain 
description of people. 

' The ciiunt de Lemos has been long in the back 
ground, let us bring him a tittle forwarder on ths 
canvas. We met occasionally. I had cairied him 
a thousand pistoles, as' the reader will recollect ; and 
I now. carried him a thousajid more, by order of hi* 
uncie the duke, out of his excellency's funds lying 
in my hands. On this occasion the count de Lçmg^ 
honoured me with a long conference. He ii^snied 
me that at length he bad completely gained hi* «»d> 
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and waa in unrivaUed possession of the prince of 
Spain's good graces, whose sole confident he wsb. 
His next concern was to invest me with a right ho^ 
Bourable commission, of which he had already glveo 
me ft hint. Friend Saniillane, said he, now is the 
time to strike while the iron is hot. Spare no paini 
to find out some young beauty, worthy to while away 
the prince's amorous hours. You have your witi 
about you; and a wovd to the wise is suffieienÇ 
Go ; run Ed>out the town ; pry into every hole and 
eomei ; and when you have pounced upon any thing 
likely to suit, you will come .and let me know. I 
promised the count to leave do stone unturned in 
the due dischai^ of my employment, which seemed 
to require no great force of genius, since the profes^ 
SOTS of the Bcienee aie so numerous. 
. I had not hitherto been much practised in soch 
«l^ate investigations ; but it was more than probor 
ble that Scipio had, and that his talent lay peculiarly: 
that w&y. On my return home I caUed him in, and 
spoke thus to him in private : My good fellow, J 
^ave a very important secret to impart. Do yon 
know that in the midst of fortune's fovoura, there is 
something stilt wanting to crown all my wishes ? I 
can easily guess what Ih^ is, mtempted he, witkr 
out giving me time to finish what I was going tp 
say: you want a snug little bit of contraband 
amnsement, to keep you awake of evenings, and nib 
off the rust of business. And, in fact, it is a marvd- 
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loui tbing tliat yon abonld have played the Joseph 
is the hey-day of yoor blood, when so many grey- 
beards arottod yon are pLi^ing the £lder. I admire 
&e qnickneM of yonr apprehenaion, replied I with a 
smile. Yes, my friend, a mistreH it that tomethmg 
atiU wanting ; and yon shall etooBe for me. But I 
foTRwani yon that I am mce-hitngiy ; and must have 
a pretty p^son with more than passable mannen. 
Ibe lott of thmg that yon require, returned Scipif^ 
a not always to be met with in the market. Yet, as 
tack will hsre it, we are in a town, where erery thing 
is to be got for money ; aisd I am in hopes that yonr 
commissiOB will not hang long on hand. 

Accordingly within Ûate days he pnUed rae by 
the sleeve : I have discovered a treasure I A yoong 
lady whose name is Catalitta, of good family and 
BHttehlesa beaaty, living with her aant in a small 
hoose, where they make both raids meet by clubbing 
tbehr little matters, and set the aland^otis world at 
defiance. Their waiting-maid, a giil of my acqnaint- 
aoce, has given me ta nnderatand that their docnv 
thongb barred against all impertinent intruders^ 
Would turn apon its hinges to a rich and gênerons 
suitor, if he would only conaent, for fear of prying 
neigfabovrs, not to pay his visits till after night-faU^ 
and then in the most private manner possibles 
Hereupon I magnified you as the profwrest gentler 
man in the world ; and intreated piety in pattens ta^ 
ofer your humble services to the ladies. She pio- 
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nÛBed to do BO ; and to bring me back my answer 
to-morrow moroiitg at an appointed place. That is 
^1 very well, answered 1 ; but J am afraid your god- 
dess of bed'makiog has been running her rig upon 
you. No, no, replied he, old birds Eire not to be 
caught with chaff: 1 have already made enquiry in 
the neighbourhood ; and by the general report of her, 
signora Catalina is a second Danae, on whom you 
will have the happiness of coming down. 



Out of conceit as I was with the intrinsic value of 
ladies' favours, this was not to be scoffed at ; and as 
onr Mercury in petticoats came the next day to tell 
Scipio that it only depended on me to be introdoced 
that very evening, I dropped in between- eleven and 
twelve o'clock. The knowing one received me with- 
out bringing a candle, and led me by the band into 
a very neat apartment, where the two ladies were 
sitting on a satin sofa, dressed in the most el^ant 
taste. As soon as they saw me enter, they got up - 
Bad welcomed me in a style of such superioi breed- 
ing, as would not kave disgraced the highest rank. 
The aunt, whose name was signora Mencia, though 
with the remains of beauty, had no attractions for 
me. But the niece had a million ; for she was a 
goddess in mortal form. And yet to esamine her 
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critically, she could not have been admitted for a 
perfect beauty ; but Uien there was a charm above 
all rules of symmetry, with a dngling and luxurious- 
warmth about her, ih^ seized on men's hearte 
through their eyes, and prevented their brains fron 
being too busy. 

Nddier were my senses proof against so dazzling 
a display. I forgot my errand as proxy ; and spoke 
on my own private individual account, with the 
enthusiasm of a raw recruit in the tender passion. 
Ihe dear tittle creature, whose wit sounded in my 
ears with three times its actual acuteness, under 
favour of her natural endowments, made a complete 
conquest of me by her prattle. I began to launch 
out into fooUsh raptures, when the aunt, to bring me 
to my bearings, led the conversation to the point in 
hand : Signer de Santillane, I shall deal very explï-' 
dtly with you. On the high encomiums I have 
heard of your character, you have been admitted 
here, without the affectalian of making much ado 
about triâes : but éo not imagine that your views 
are the nearer their termination for that. Hitherto 
I have brought my niece up in retirement, and yon 
are, as it were, the very first male creature on whom 
she has ever set eyes. If you deem her worthy of 
being your wife, I shall feel myself Wgbly honoured 
by the alliance : it is for you to consider whether 
those terms suit you ; but you cannot have her on 
cheaper. 
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This vas proceeding to businegs with a ven- 
geance ! It put little Cupid to flight at once r or 
else he was just going to try one of his sharpest 
arrows npon me. But a truce with the Pantheon t 
A marriage so bluntly proposed dispelled the fairy 
vision : I sunk back at once into the count's plod- 
ding agent; and changir^ my tone, answered 
signora Mencia thus : Madam, your frankness de-^ 
lights me, and I wilt meet it half-way. Whatever 
rank I may hold at court, lower than the highest is 
too low fbr the peerless Catalina. A hx more briU 
Hant offer waits her acceptance ; the prince of Spain 
shall be thrown into her toils. Surely it was enough 
to have refused my niece, replied the aunt sarcas- 
tically ; such compliments are sufficiently nnpleas- 
ing to our sex ; it could not be necessary to make 
us your unfeeling sport. I really am not in so 
merry a mood, madam ! exclaimed I : it is a plain' 
matter of fact ; I am commissioned to look out for a 
young lady, of merit sufficient to engage the prince's 
heart, and receive his private visits ; the object of 
my search is in your bouse, and here hig royal high- 
ness shall fix his quarters. 

Signora Mencia could scarcely believe her ears : 
neither were they grievously offended. Neverthe- 
less, thinking it decent to be startled at the immo- 
rality of the proceeding, she replied to the following 
effect : Though I should give impUcit credit to what 
;^ou tell loe, you must miderstand that I am not of 
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a character to take pleasure in the iofamous dis- 
tinction of seeing my niece a prince's concubine. 
Every feeling of virtue and of honour revolts at the 
idea What a simpleton you are with your vir- 
tue and honour! interrupted I. You have not a 
notion above the level of a tradeBman's wife. Was 
there ever any thing so stupid as to consider a£^rs 
of this kind with a view to their moral tendency? It 
is stripping them of all theii beauty and excellence. 
In the magic lanthom of plenty, pleasure, and pre- 
ferment, they appear mux all their brightest gloss. 
Figure to yourself the heir to the monarchy at the 
happy Catahna's feet; fancy him all- rapture and 
lavish bounty ; nor doubt but that from her shall 
spring a hero, who shall immortalize his mother's 
name, by enrolling his own in the unperishable 
records of eternal lame. 

Though the aunt desired no better sport than to 
take me at my word, she affected not to know what 
■he had best do ; and Catalina, who longed to have 
i. grapple with the prince of Spain, affected not to 
eare about the matter ; which made it necessary for 
me to press the si^e closer ; till at length signora 
Mencia, finding me chop-fallen and ready to with- 
draw my forces, sounded a parley, and agreed to a 
convention, containing the two following articles. 
Impfimis, if the prince of Spain, on the fiune ef 
Catcdiaa's charms, should take fire, and determine 
to pay her a nightly viût, -it should be my care ta 
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let tlte ladiea know when they might expect hnn. 
SetM»do, that the prince should be introduced to the 
■aid ladiea as a privBte gentleman, accompanied 
only bj myself and his principal purveyor. 

After this capitulation, the aunt and niece were 
upon the best terms possible with me ; they behaved 
as if we had known one another from our cradles ; 
on the strength of which I ventured on some littk 
familiarities, which were not taken at all unkindly; 
and when we parted, they embraced me of their 
own accord, and slabbered me over with inexpres- 
sible fondness. It is marvellous to think with what 
facility a tender connection is formed between per- 
fions in the same line of trade, but of opposite sexes. 
It might have been suspected by an eye-witness of 
my departure, in all the plenitude of warm and re- 
peated salutation, that my visit had been more suc- 
cessfiil than it was. 

The count de Lemos was highly delighted wheb 
I announced the long expected discovery. I spoke 
of Catalina in terms which made him long to see 
her. The following night I took him to her house, 
and he owned that I had beat the bush to some 
purpose. He told the ladies, he had no doubt bat 
the prince of Spain would be ^lly satisfied with my 
choice of a mistress, who, on her part, would have 
reason to be well pleaded widi such a lover ; that 
the young prince was generous, good-tempered, and 
amiable ; in short, he promised in a tew dayp to 
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bring him in tlie mode they ei^oîneâ, without retinuC 
or publicity. That nobleman then took leave of 
them, and I withdrew with him. We got into his 
carriage, in which we had both driven thith», and 
which was wùting at the end of the street. He set 
me down at my own door, with a special charge to 
inform his uncle next day of this new game stEU'ted, 
not foi^ttiQg to impresB strongly how conducive a 
good bag of pisbriea would be to the successful ac- 
complishment of the adventure. 

I did QDt fail on the foUovrâig morning to go and 
^ve the dulce of Lenna an exact account of all that 
.had passed. There was bat one thing kept back. 
I did not mention Scipio's name, but took credit to 
myself for the dÎBCovery (^ Catalioa. One makes a 
. merit of any dirty work in the service of the great. 

Abundant were the compliments ptdd me on this 
occasion. My good friend Gil Bias, said the 
nynister with a bantering air, I am delighted that 
with all your talents, you have that besides of dis- 
covering kind-hearted beauties; whenever I have 
occasion for such an article, you will have the good- 
ness to supply me. My lord, answered I with mock 
gravity like his own, you are very obliging to give 
me the preference ; but it may not be unseasonable 
to observe that there would be an indelicacy in my 
administerii^ to your excellency's pleasures of this 
desaiption. Signor don Rodrigo has been so long 
in possessioii of that post about, your person, that it 
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Would 1>e manifest injuatioe to rob him of it. The 
doke smiled at my answer ; and ihen changing the 
subject, asked whedter his nephew did not want 
money for this new speculation. Excuse my neg^- 
gence I «aid I ; he will thank you to send Mm a 
thousand pistoles. Well and goodl replied the 
minister ; you will furnish him accordingly, with my 
fltrict injunction not to be ni^ardly, but to encou- 
rage the prince in whatever pleasurable expenses 
-his heart may prompt him to indulge. 



The prince of Spain't secret visit, and presents To 
Caialina. 

I WEHT to the cowit de LemoB on the spur of the 
occasion, with five hundred double pistoles in my 
hand. You could not have come at a better time, 
said that nobleman. I ha¥e been talking sitb ^àxt 
prince ; he has taken the bait, and bums with impa- 
tience to see Catalina. This very ni^t he intends 
to slip privately out of the palace, and pay her a 
visit; it is a measure determined on, and our ar- 
rangements are already made. Give notice to the 
ladies, through th« medium of the cash you have 
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just brought ; it ia proper to let tliein knov, tbey 
bare DO ordinary lorer to receive ; and a matter oi 
course that g;euerosity in princes should be the 
herald of their partialitiea. Ah you will be of our 
parfy, take care to be in the way at bed-time : and 
ai your carriage will be wanted, let it wait near the 
palace about midnight. 

I immediately repaired to the ladies. Catalina 
was not risible, having just gone to lie down. I 
could only apeak with sigaora Mencia. Madam, 
said I, forgive my appearance here ia the daytime, 
but there was no avoiding it ; you must know that 
the prince of Spain will be with you to-night ; and 
here, added I, putting my pecuniary credentials into 
her hand, here is an ofiering which he lays on the 
Cytherean shrine, to propitiate the divinities of the 
temple. You may perceive, I have not entangled 
you in a aleevelesB concern. You have been exces- 
sively kind indeed, answered she; but tell me, 
signor de Santiilane, does the [«tnce love music ? 
To distraction, replied I. There is nothing he so 
much delights in as a fine voice, with a delicate lute 
accompaniment. So much the better, exclaimed 
she in a transport of joy ; you give me great plea- 
sure by saying so ; for my niece has the pipe of a 
nightingale, and plays ezquîûtely on the lute: then 
her dancing is in the finest style 1 Heavens and 
earth I exclaimed T in my turn, here are accom* 
pUshments by wholesale, aunt ; more Ûaa enougji 
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to make any girl's fortune I Any one of tliùse 
talent^ would have been a Su^cient dowry. 

Having tiius smoothed his reception, I waited for 
the prince's bedtinie. When it was near at band, I 
gave my. coachinan bis orders, and went to the 
connt de Lemos, who. told me that the prince, the 
sooner to get rid of the people about him, meant to 
feign a slight indisposition, and even to go to bed, 
the better to cajole his attendants ; but that he 
would get up an hour afterwards, and go through a 
private door to a back staircase leading into the 
court-yard. 

Conformably with their previous arrangements, 
he fixed my station. There had I to, beat the hoof 
so long, that I began to suspect our forward sprig 
of royalty had gone another way, or else had 
changed his mind about Catalina; just as if princes 
ever began to be fickle> till the goad of novelty and 
curiosity began to be blunted. In short, I thought 
(hey had forgotten me, when two men came up. 
Finding them to be my party, I led the way to my 
carriage, into which they both got, and I upon the 
coach-box to direct the driver, whom I stopped fii^ 
yards firom the bouse, wbitber we walked. The door 
opened at our apfvoach, and shut ^un as soon as 
we got in. 

At first :we were in absolute darkness, as on my 
former visit, though a small lamp was fixed to the 
wall on the present occasjou. But the light which 
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U shed was bo foint, as ooly to render itself risible 
without aaiistia^ us. All this served only to heighten 
the Tomance in the fancy of its hero, fixed as he «as 
in steadfast gaze at the sight of the ladies as they 
received him in a saloon whose brilliant illumina- 
tion was more dazaling, when contrasted with tite 
gloom of the avenue. The auDt and niece were ia 
a tempting uodress, where the science of coquetry 
was displayed in alt its luxury and absoltite sway. 
Our prince Could have been happy with signora 
Mencia, had the dear charmer Catalina bees away ; 
but as there was a choice, the younger, accordingto 
the rules of precedency in the court of Cupid, had 
the preference. 

Well I prinee, said the count de Lemos, could yon 
have desired a better specimen of beanty ? They 
are both enchanting, answer^ the prince, and my 
heart may as well surrender at once ; for the aunt 
would arrest it in its flight, if it attempted to sound 
a retreat from the niece's all-snbdning chartnS. 

After such compliments, as do not faH by ^uJe* 
sale to the share of AwxtM, he addressed his choicest 
terms of flattery to Catalina, who answered him hi 
kind. As convenient personagesof my stsmp are 
allowed to mingle in the conversation of lovers, (oi 
the purpose of making fire hotter, I introduced the 
subject of sii^ng aaà {Jaying en the lute. lliiB 
was the ugnal of fresh nQ>ture1 and the nymph, Ùti 
muse, the any thing but mortal, was supplicated to 
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MittuBe une jiofle of tbe sphères. She fMuiplied 
yke a good-humoured goddess ; j^yed some tender 
aire, and sung sg delicbusly, that.the prince Scoped 
down on. his knee» in a tumult of k>ve iità pleasure. 
But i<eeneB I3tt these ue vapid iu description : suf- 
fice a V> say that hours glided away lili^ moments 
m this sweet delirium, till the approach of day 
warned litë sober |Jotters/)f the lunacy to provide 
for ^ir paljent's safety, and their own. When the 
parties weK eH snugly housed, we gare ourseWeB 
as much credit fw the negotiation, as if we had 
pUched-up a ntairiage with a princess. 

The next morning, the .duke of Lenna desired to 
know all Uie ' partJcnlam. Just as I had finished 
relating them, the count de Lemos come in and 
said I The prince of Spain is so engrossed by Cata- 
bna ; be ' has taken so decided a ùncy .to her, that 
he actnally proposes to be constant. He wanted to 
hare sent her jewels to the amount of two thovited 
fàstfdes to-day ; but his finances were aground. My 
dear Lemos, sud he, addressing himself to me, you 
must absolutely get me that sum. I know it is jay 
inconrenient ; you hare pawned your credit for me 
d^ady : bat my heart owns itself your debtor ; and 
if erer I hare the meai» of returning your kiodncis 
by more than empty words, your fortunes diall not 
mâer by your complaisance. In answer, I assured 
him that I had fiiends and credit, and protnised to 
bdng him what he wanted. 
m2 
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There is no difficulty about that, lud the duke to 
his nephew. SantUlane will bring you the moneys 
OT, to save trouble, he may purchase the.jewels ; for 
he is an admirable judge, especially of rubies. Are 
you not, Gil Bias? This stroke of satire was of 
'course designed to entertain the count at my ex- 
pense ; and it was successful ; foe his curiosity could 
not but be excited to know the meaning of the mys- 
tery. No mystery at all, replied his uncle with a 
broad Laugh. Only Sastillane took it into his head 
one day to ratchange a diamond for a ruby ; and the 
barter operated equally to the advantage of bis 
pocket and his penetration. 

Had the minister stopped there, I should have 
come off cheaply ; but he took the trouble of dres- 
sing out in aggravated colours the trick that Camilla 
and don Raphael played me, with a most provoking 
enlargement of the circumstances most to the dis- 
advantage of my sagacity. His excellency having 
enjoyed his joke, ordered me to attend the count de 
LemoB to a jeweller's, where we selected trinkets 
for the prince of Spain's inspection ; and they were 
entrusted to my care to be delivered to Catalina. 

There can be Uttle doubt of my kind reception on 
the following night, when I displayed a fine pair of 
drop ëai-rings, as the presents of my embassy. The 
two ladies, out of their wits at these costly tokens 
of the prince's love, suffered their tongues to run 
into a gossiping strain, while they were thanking me 
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for iotroducing them into Buch worshipful aociety. 
In the excess of thàr joy, they forgot themselves a 
little. There escaped now and then certain peculiar 
idioms of speech, which made me Buspect that die 
party in question was no such dainty morsel for 
royalty to feed upon. To ascertain precisely what 
degree of obligation I had conferred on the heir- 
apparent, 1 took my leave with the iateation of 
coming to a right understanding with Scipio. 



CHAPTER Xn. 



CataUna's real conditwn, a worry and alarm to. Gil 
Bias. His precautions for his own ease and quiet. 

On coming home, I heard a devil of a noise, and 
enquired what waa tiie meaning of it. They told 
me that Scipio was giving a supper to half a dozen 
of his friends. They were singing as loud as tbeJr 
lungs could roar, and threatening the stability of 
the house with their protracted peals of laughter. 
This meal was not in all respects the banquet of the 
seven wise men. 

The founder of the feast, informed' of my arrival, 
«aid to his company : Sit still, geotlemen ; it js only 
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the master of the house come home ; but that need 
not disturb you. Go on with your merry-making ; I 
will but just whisper a word in his ear, and be back 
again in a moment. He came to me accordingly. 
What an infernal din I sEÙd I. What sort of com- 
pany do you keep below? Have you too got in 
among the poets ? Thank you for nothing ! answered 
he. Your wine is too good to be given to sudi 
gentry : I turn it to better account. There is « 
young man of large property in my party, who 
wiehes to lay out your credit and his own money in 
the purchase of a place. This little festivity is tdt 
for him. For every glass he fills, I put on ten pis- 
toles, in addition to the regular tke. He shall drink 
till he is under the table. If that is the case, 
replied I, go to your presidentship, and do not 
spare the cellar. 

Then was no proper time to talk about Catalina; 
but the next morning I opened the business thus : 
Friend Scipio, the terms we are apon entitle me to 
fair dealing. I have treated yon more Uke an eqaid 
than a servant : consequently you would be much to 
blame to cheat me on the footing of a master. Let 
us therefore have no secrets towards each other. I 
am going to telt you what will surprise yon; and 
you on your part shall give me your sincere opinion 
about the two women with whom you have brongfat 
me acquainted. Between ourselves, I suspect them 
to be no better than they should be ; vith so much 
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tKe more of the lumve in their campoûtion, because 
they aSêct the simpleton. If my conjecture be 
right, the prince of Spain has no great reason to be 
delighted with my activity ; for I will own to you 
frfmldy, tJiat it was for him 1 spoke to you about a 
tntstrssB. I brought him to see CatalJna, and he is 
orer head and ears in lore with her. Sir, answered' 
Scipio, you have dealt so handsomely by me, that I 
shall act upon the square with you. I had yestef- 
day a private interview with the abigail ; and she 
gave me a most entertaining history of flie family. 
You shall have it briefly, though it did not come 
briefly to me. 

Gatalina was daughter to a sort of a gentleman in 
Anagon. An orphan at fifteen, with no fqrtune but 
a pretty face,^ she lent a complying ear to an ofGcer 
who carried her ofi* to Toledo, where he died in six 
months, having been more like a fother Uian a hus- 
band to her. She collected bis effects together, 
cimsistiug of their joim wardrobe and three huudi'ed 
pistoles in ready money ; and then went to house- 
keeping with signorv Mencia, who was otiU in fa- 
«hiou, though a litde on the wane. These sisteri, 
every way but in blood, began at length to attract 
the attention of the police. The ladies took umbrage 
Kt this ; and decan^>ed in dudgeon foe Madrid, 
where they have been living for these two years, 
wiAout makit^ any acquaintance in the neighbonc- 
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hood. But now comefl the beat of the joke: they 
have taken two' imall housea adjoining each other, 
with a passage of communication through the cel- 
lars.' Sig;noTa Mencia lives with a servant giil in 
one of these houses, and the officer's widow inhabits 
the other, with an old duenna, whom she passes off 
for her grandmother ; so that our versatile child of 
nature is sometimes a niece brought up by her aunt, 
and sometimes an orphan under her grandam's fos- 
tering wing. When she enacts the niece, her name 
is Catalina ; and when she personates the grand- 
daughter, she calls herself Sirena. 

At the grating sound of Sirena, I turned pale, 
and interrupted Scipio, saying, What do you tell 
me 7 Alas ! it must be so 1 This cursed imp of 
Arragon is Calderona's charming Siren. To be 
sure she is, answered he, the very same I I thought 
you would be delighted at the news. Quite the 
reverse, replied I. It portends more sorrow than 
laughter: do not you anticipate the consequences ? 
None of any ill omen, rejomed Scipio. What is 
there to be afraid of Î It is not certain that doo 
Rodrigo will rub his forehead; and in case any 
good-natured fiiend should shew it him in the glass, 
you had better let the minister into the secret 
beforehand. Tell him all the circumstances straight 
forward as they happened : he will see that ther« 
has been no trick on your part ; and if after that 
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C&lderona should attempt to do you an ill office 
widi his excellency, it will be as clear as daylight 
that he is only actuated by a spirit of revenge. 

Scipio removed all my apprehensions by this ad- 
vice, which 1 followed, in acquainting the duke of 
Lerma at once with this unlucky discovery. My 
aspect, while telling my tale, was sorrowful, and my 
tone faltering, in evidence of my contrition for 
having unadvisedly brought the prince and don 
Rodrigo' into such close quarters ; but the minister 
was more disposed to roaat his favourite than to 
pity him. Indeed he ordered me to let the matter 
take its own course ; considering it as a feather in 
Galderona's cap, to dispute the empire of love with 
so illustrious a rival, and not to be worse used than 
his lawful prince. The count de LemoB too was 
inforined bow things stood, and promised 'me his 
protection, if the first secretary should come at the 
knowledge of the intrigue, and attempt to under- 
mine me with the duke.' 

- Trusting to have secured the frail bark of my 
' fortunes, by this notable contrivance from the locks 
and quicksands that threatened it, my mind was 
once more at rest. 1 continued attending the prince 
on his visits to Catalina, siren-like in nature as in 
nickname, who was fertile in quaint devices to keep 
doa Rodrigo away from nest door, whenever the 
coiirse of business required her to devote her nights 
to his royal competitor. 

m5 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Gil Bias goes <m personating the great man. Re 
hears netosof hi» family : a touch i^ nature on th« 
occasion. A grand quarrel with Fabricio. 

I HEiTTiOKED some time ago, that in the momimg; 
diere was usually a. crowd of people in Toj anli- 
chamber, coming to negotiate little private concerns 
in the way of politicR ; but I would never suâêr them 
to open their business by word of moudi; but 
adopting court precedent, or radiei <giniig myself 
the airs of a jack in office, my language to every 
BuitOT was : Send in a memorial on the subject Hy 
tongue ran so glibly to that tune, that one day I 
gave my landlord the offioal answer, when he came 
to put me in.mind of a twelvemonth's rent in atreat. 
Ab for my butcher and baker, they spared me dw 
trouble of asking toi their memorilds, by sever 
giving me time to run up a bitL Scipio, who 
BÙmicked me so exactly, ^t only those behind the- 
scenes could distinguish the -double from the piin- 
ôpal perfermer> held his hoid just as high with tbe 
pool devils who cuiried ^our withhim, wastsp 
of the laddei ta my ministerial patrMiage. 

Here was another fboliA trick of mine, ot^iiâok- 
1 do not by any means pretAnd to make .a nentl. 

D.5,l:sdl.,GOOgle 



OIL ■&LA». 251 

neith» more nor le>s than the extreme assurance of 
taUdog about the first nobility. Just as if I bad been 
one of theii kidney. Suppose, for example, the duke 
of Alva, the duke of Ossuna, or the dtdie of Medina 
Stidonia -iwere mentioned in conversation, I called 
them without ceiemony, my fiiend Alva, that good- 
nataied fellow Osauoa, or thai comical dog Medina 
Sidonie. In a word, jny pride and vanity had 
swelled to sudi a height, that my &ther and mother 
wera no longer among the nomber of my honoured 
relatives. Alas I poor understrappers, I never 
thought o( asking whether you had sunk or were 
swimming in the Asturias. A. thought about you 
nevar came into my head. The court -has all the 
■oporific virtues of Lethe, in the case of poor re- 
lations. 

My family was completely obUterated from the 
tablets of my memory, whan one morning a young 
man knocked at my door, and begged to speak with 
me for a moment in private. He was shown into my 
«loset, where, without asldng him to take a chair, as 
beseemed tobe quite a common fellow, I desired to 
know atwnptly what he vranted. How 1 signor Oil 
Kos? said.be, do yoa,notremember:me? It was in 
vain that I perused the lines of his hae over and 
over again ; J was oU^ed to tell him fairly that he 
had the advantage of me. Why I am one of your 
<AA sohoolfeltovrs I replied be; bred and bom in 
-Oriedoi. Bertrand Muscada the. grocer's son, ,nezt 
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door neighbour to yonr uncle the canon. I recol- 
lect yon as well as if it was but yesterday. We haTe 
played a thousand times together at blind man's 
buff and prison bars. 

My youthful recollections, answered I, are very 

- transient and confused. Blind man's buffand prison 
. bars are but childish amusement ! The burden of 

state afiairs leaves me little time to ruminate on the 
trifles of my younger days. I am come to Madrid, 
said he, to settle accounts witb my father's caaea~ 
pondent I heard talk of you 1 Folks say that you 
have a good birth at court, and are already ahaest 
as well off as a Jew broker. I thought I would just 
call in and say, how d'ye do ? On my return into 
the country, your family will jump out of their skins 
for joy, when they hear how famously you are get- 
tiugon. 

- It was impossible in decency to avoid asking how 
my father, my mother, and my uncle stood in the 
world ; but that duty was perforiaed in so gmgerly 
a manner, as to leave the grocer little room to com- 
pliment dame nature on her liberal provision (^ 
instinct. He seemed quite shocked at myindifiei- 
ence for such near kindred;, and told me bluntly, 

.with his coarse shopman's familiarity, Methinks you 
: might have shewn more heartiness and natural fe«jl- 
ijng.for your kinsfolk I Why you ask after tbeip just 
..a« if thay were vermin! Your father and' mother 
are still at service : take that in your dish ! And the 
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good caoon, Gil Perez, eat up with gout; rheuma- 
tism, and old age, has one foot in the grave. People 

'should feel as people ought; and seeing that you 
are in a birth to be a blessing to your poor parents, 

-take a friend's advice, and allow them two hundred 
pistoles a year. That will be doing a handsome 
thing, and maîdng them comfortable, and then you 
may spend the rest upon yourself with a good 
conscience. Instead of being softened by this 

. fanùly picture, I only resented the ofBciousness of 
unasked advice. A more delicate and covert re- 

.-monstiance might perhaps have made its impies- 

'Sion; but so bold a rebnlce only ht^ened my heart. 

.Hy sulky silence was not lost upon him'; so that 
while he moralized himself out of charity into donp- . 
right abuse, my choler began to overflow. Nay 
then 1 this is too much, answered I in a devil of a 
passion. Get about your business, master Muscada, 
and mind your own shop, You are a pretty fellow 
to preach to me I As if i was to be taught my duty 
by you. Without further parley, I handed the 

' grocer out of my closet by the shoulder, and sent 
hint off to weigh figs and nutmegs at Oviedo. 

The home strokes he bad laid on were not lost .to 
my sober recollection. My neglect of filial piety 
(truck borne to my heart, and melted me into tears. 
When I recollected how much my childhood was 

.indebted to my parents, what^pains they had taken 
in my edaoation, these affecting thoughts gave lao- 
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^age for the moment to the atill small roice of 
Bftture and gratitude ; but the langage was never 
translated into solid sense and service. An luâxtiial 
callousness succeeded this transieat sensation, and 
peremptorily cancelled every obligation of hnma- 
nity. There are many fathers besides mine, iriio will 
acknowledge this portrait of their sons. 

Avance and ambition, dividing me between them, 
annihilated every trace of my former temper. I lost 
all my gaiety ; became absent and moping, in Aort, 
a most unsooable animall Fabricio seeing me so 
, foriously bent on accumulation, and so perfecBy in- 
different ta him, very rarely came to see me. He > 
could not help saying one day : In truth. Oil Bias, 
yon are quite as altered man. Before yon were 
aboDt the court, you were always pressant and easy. 
Now you are all agitation and turmoil. Yon form 
project after project to make a fortiine, and the moM: 
you realize, the wider your views of aggrandizement - 
extend. But this is not the worst ! You have no 
longer that expansion of heart, those open maaners 
which form the cbann of friendship. On the con- 
trary, yon wrap yourself round, and shut the avenues 
of your heart even to me. In your very civilities, I 
detect the violence you impose upon yourself. In 
short, Gil Bias is no longer the same Ok Bias whom^. 
I once knew. 

You really have a most happy talent for bantam 
ing, answered.! with repulsive jocularity. But^thi»- 
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metamori^OBe into the shag of a savage ii not per- 
cepliUe to myself. Your own eyea, replied he, are 
insensible to the change, because they are faacmated. 
But ^e fact remains the same. Now, my friead, 
tell me fairly and honestly : shall we live together 
aa heretofore? When 1 used to knock at your door 
in the morning, you eoiue and opened it yourself be- 
tween asleep and awake, and I walked in widiout 
ceremony. Now, what a âifference ! You have an 
establishment d servants. They keep me cooling 
my heels in your antichamber ; my name must be 
sent in before I can speak to you. When this is got 
. over, what is my reception ? A cold inclination of 
the head, and the insolent strut of office. Any one 
would suppose that nty visits were growing trotible- 
somel Can you suppose this to be treatment for A 
man who was once on equal terms with yon 7 No, 
SantiUane, it can never be, nor will 1 bear it longer. 
Farewell! Let u& part without ill.blood. We shall 
berth be better asunder ; you will get rid of a tronble- 
8ome censor, and 1 of a purse-proud upstart who 
does not know himself. 

1 felt myself more exasperated than refbrmed by 
his reproaches ; and suffered him to take his depar- 
ture without the slighteet effort to overcome his re- 
aolutios. In the present temper of my miadj tile 
fiiendship of a poet did not seem a catd of snffici- 
«at importance to break one's heart about its loss. 
I finmd an^)le amends in, the intimacy of some su- 
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baltern attendants about Uie king's perBon, with 
w)iom a similarity of humour had lately conuected 
me closely. These new acquaintance of mine were 
foi the most part men from no one knows where, 
pushed up to their appointeaenis more by luck than 
merit. They had all got into warm births ; and, 
wretches as they were, measuring their own conse- 
quence by the excess of royal bounty, forgot their 
,ori^ as scandalously as I fbrgot mine. We gave 
-onrseWeg infinite credit for what told so much and 
bitterly to our disgrace. O f(»tune 1 what a jade 
you are, to distribute your favours at bap-hazard as 
you do 1 Epictetus was perfectly in the right, when 
he likened you to a jilt of fashion, prowling about 
jn masquerade, and tipping the wink to every black- 
guard who parades the streeL 
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BOOK THE NINTH. 



CHAPTER THE HRST. 

Scipio's schetne of marriage for Gil Bias. The 
match, a rick gotdtmith'i daughter. Circwm- 
stances connected loiik this speculation. 

■ One evening, on the departure of my supper com- 
pany, finding myself alone with Scipio, I aaked liim 
what he had been doing that day. Striking a mU- 
ter-stroke, answered he. I intend that you should 
marry. A goldsmith of my acquaintaace has an 
only daughtCT, and I mean to make up a match be- 
tween you. 

A goldsmith's daughter! exclaimed 1 with a dis- 
dainful air : are you out of your senses? Can you 
think of tying me up to a trinket-maker? People 
of a certain character in society, and on a certain 
footing at court, ought to bave much higher views 
of things. Pardon me, sir ! rejoined Scipio, do not 
take the Eubject up in that light. Recollect that 
■nobility accrues by tho msde side, and do not ride a 
higher borse than a thousand jockeys of quality 
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whom I could name. Do yoa know that the heiress 
in question will bring an hundred thousand ducats 
in her pocket? ' Is not that a pietty little aprig of 
jewellery? To the resounding echo of so lai^ a sum, 
my ears were instantly symphonions. The day is 
your own, said I to my secretary ; the fortune deter- 
mines the case in the lady's farour. When do you 
mean to put me in possession ? Fur and softly, sir^ 
answered he, the more haste the worse speed. It 
will be necessary for me first to communicate the 
affair to the father, and instil the advantage of it 
into his capacity. Good ! rejoined I with a burst 
of laughter ; is it thereabouts you are 7 The match 
is far advanced in its progress towards eonsumma- 
tioD. Much nearer than you suppose, replied he. 
But one hourV conversation with the goldsmith, and 
I pledge myself for his consent. But, before we gp 
any further, let ub come to an agreement, if you 
please. Supposing that I should transfer a hun- 
dred thousand ducats to you, what would my com- 
mission, be? Twenty thousand I was my answer. 
Heaven be praised therefore ! stud he. I guesaed 
your gratitude at t£D thousand ; so that it doubles 
mine in a similar case. Come on then ! I will Mt 
this negociatiou on foot to-morrow morning; and 
you may count upon its success, or I am little better 
than one of the fbolish ones. 

In fact, he said to me two days afterwards : I have 
spoken to signor Gabriel Salero, my liienâ the gotdr 
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•mitb. On the loud report of your h^h desert and 
credit, he has lent a favourable ear to my oâér of 
you for a son-in-law. Yon tue to hare his daD{;hteT 
with a hundred thousand ducats, provided you can 
make it appear clearly that you are in possession of 
the minister's good graces. Since that is the case, 
said I confidently to Scipio, I shall soon be married. 
But not entirely to forget the girl, have you seen her? 
is she pretty ? Not quite so pretty as her fortune, 
answered he. Between oursalves, this heiress's 
looks are as hard as her cash. Luckily, you tue 
perfectly indifferent about that. Stone blind, by the 
light of the sun, my good fellow! replied I. As Ibi 
us whimsical fellows about court, we mairy merely 
for the sake of marrying. When we want beauty, 
we look for it in our friend's wives ; and if, by fetes 
and destinies, the sweets are wasted on our own, 
their aavonr is so maukish to our palate, that there 
is some merit in their not carrying the commodity to 
K foreign market. 

This is not all, resumed Scipio : signor Gabriel 
hopes for the pleasure of your company to sitp^wr 
this evening. By agreement, there is to be no mei>- 
tion of marriage. He has invited several of his mer- 
cantile friends to this entertainment, where you will 
lake your chance with ibe rest, and to>morrow he 
means to sup with you on the same terms. By this 
you will perceive his drift of looking before he leaps. 
YoD will do well to be a little on your guard befoiP 
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Ki .int. 

K Next ni^t, it wsunnr torn to treat tLe pAdHuhk. 

r Jt being aUe to dazzle him «ni mr cid>l>-jard, I 

L -d recourse to anotha arti&e. | iutlt^ii «& m^ 
^r such of my fiiends as nude the fiiMst {>trwc at 
ourt; haogns-on of state, iKted for ô* Hiinç^iiU 

' -ess of dieir ambitkm. Hkw ftik^n «m(j4 sm 
alk on common b^ic»; the brUIast aui «u>j«i,Te 
posU at which they aimed «ere ali at-.»*» n it- 
tail ; this too made tu wa», Fv/t '^fu^^^^n^^MiK 
Gabriel, in amazement ai tbe lf,AiM«» <i -^i*» v>m, 
shrank into inaigniâcance, îb t-^JÎU; (Y aTI itm fc-^y^» 
on a comparâon with these w/tid^'H «.tm. A» Um 
me, in ail the plansîbility <irm'>4«a>>«, I («'.feftw^ 
to wish for nothing more than %cijtsd<M%;tt,^ f-rtinx' 
a snng box and a competence: «t«>T«xqf>« Omw 
gluttons of the loaves and fiihe» crM 'y«t wvjt «*« 
voice that I was wrong, absoloitJ* enm^ixA ; hr ibt 
prime minister would do any thhtg nym «ardh fer 
me, and it was an act of dnty to ancÂat wry tmj^i» 
with bird-lime. My htmonred p-apa Ir^st mth a. »»nl 
of all this ; and seôned, at gcrâg away, (<c talu: W 
leave with some complacency. 

Scipio went of course the next atontin^ t» aak 
him how he liked me. ExtrMiely well m^ltxa, an- 
swered the kni^t of the Wger; tbe lad bas won 
my Tery heart. But, good master S<.-ipio, I eonjaw 
you by our long acqnaintaoce to deal wilb Me a» a 
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faim. Oh ! for the matter of that, interrupted I with 
an air of conâdence, let him ecrutiiuze me as closely 
as he pleases, the result cannot fail to be in my 
favour. 

All this happened as it was foretold. I was inr 
troduced at the ^Idsmith's, who received me with 
ihe &miliarity of an old acquaintance. A vulgar 
dog, but warm 1 and as troublesome with bis cirihiy, 
as a prude with her virtue. He presented me to sig- 
nora Eng;enia his wife, and the youthful Gabriela his 
daughter. I opened wide my budget of compli- 
mente, without infringing the treaty, and prattled 
soft nothings to them, in all the vacuity of courtly 
dialogue. 

Gabriela, with Bubmission to my secretary's better 
taste, was not altogether so repulsive; whether by 
dint of being outrageously bedizened, or because I 
looked at her in the raree-shew box of her fortune. 
A charming house this of signor Gabriel I There is 
less silver, 1 verily believe, in the Peruvian mines, 
dian under his roof. That metal presented itself to 
■thi view in all directions, under a thousand different 
forms. Every room, and especially that where we 
were entertained, was a fury palace. What a bird's 
eye view for a son-in-law t The old codger, to do 
the thing genteelly, had collected five or six mer- 
chants about him, all plodding spirit-wearing per- 
sonages. Their tongues could only talk of what 
their hearts were set upon : it was high change t^t 
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suppet-time : bnC unfortnnatelj wit was at a dis- 
count. 

Next night, it was my turn to treat the goldemith. 
Not being able to dazzle him with, my sideboard, I 
had recourae to another artifice. I invited to sup- 
per such of my friends as made the finest figure at 
court! hangers-on of state, noted for the unwieldi- 
uess of their ambition. These fellows could not 
talk on common topics : the brilliant and lucrative 
posts at which they aimed were all canvassed in de- 
tail ; this too made its way. Poor counting-honse 
Gabriel, in amazement at theloftiness of their ideas, 
shrui^ into insignificance, in spite of all bis hoards, 
on a comparison with these wonderful men. As for 
me, in all the plausibility of modeiation, 1 professed^ 
to wish for nothing more.thab a comfortable fortune; 
a snug box and a competence : whereupon these 
gluttons of the loaves and fishes cried out with one 
voice that I was wrong, absolutely criminal ; for the 
prime, minister would do any thing upon earth for 
me, and it was an act of duty to anoint my fingers 
with bird-lime. My honoured papa lost not a word 
of all this ; and seemed, at going away, to take hia 
leave with some complacency. 

Scipio went of course the next momii^, to ask 
him how he liked me. E^Uremely well indeed, an- 
swered the knight of the ledger; the lad hai won 
my very heart. But, good master Scipio, I conjnre 
you by oui long acquaintance to deal with me as ft 
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true fiiaid. We hare all oar weak lide, u yoQ well 
know. Tell me where signor de SantUlane is falli- 
Uie. Il he fond of pky ? does he wmch ? On ^at 
lay are hit inng little vices ? Do not figlit êhy, I be- 
seech you. It is very unkind, signor Gabriel, to put 
such a question, retorted the go-betweeti. Your in- 
terest is more to me than my master's. If he had 
any slippery propensities, likely to make yonr daiigh'' 
ter unhappy, would I ever have proposed him as a 
son-in-law ? Tlie deuce a Ut I I am too much at 
your serrice. But, between ourselvas, he has bat 
one fenlt ; that of being faultless. He is too Wise 
for a yoong man. So mudi the bett^, replied the 
goldsmith ; he is the more like me. You may go, 
my fneod, aad tell him he shall hare my daug^;ËW, 
and shoidd have her, though he knew no more of 
^e nunister than I do. 

As soon as my secretary had reported this cof>- 
versation, I âew to thank Salero for his partiality. 
Ha had already told his mind to his wife and dangk- 
1er, who gare me to nnderstaad by their reception, 
that they yielded without disgust. I carried my 
ikther-in-law to the duke of Lerma, whom I bad in- 
formed the evening before, and presented him with 
dne ceremony. His eicellency gave him a most 
gracious reception, and congratulated him on hav- 
ing chosen a man for his son-in-law, for whom he 
himself had so great a regard, and meant to do sudi 
great things. Then did he ezpatrate on my good 
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qualities, and, in ^ort, said io much t» my honour, 
fhat honest Gabriel thought he hod «et with Ûié 
best match in- Spaia. His jo; oozed out at his eyes. 
On pEU'tiug, he.pressed me in his anns, and said : 
My son, I am so impatieat to see you Oabriela*s 
husband, that the a^r shall he ânatl^ settled with- 
in a week at latest. 



CHAPTER II. 



in the progress ofpoliHccd vacancies, GU Slat recot- 
lects that there ù mck a man in the world as don 
A^honso de Leyva; and renders him a service 

from motives o/vanily. 

Let OS leave my marriage to take cue of its^ 
for a season. The order of events requires me to 
recount a service rendered to my old master don 
Alphonse. I had entirely forgotten that gentle- 
man's existence ; but a circumstance recalled it to 
my recollection. 

The goremment of V^encia became vacant at 
this time ; and put me in mind of don Alphonse de 
Lepa. I considered within myself that the employ- 
ment vonld suit him to a nicety ; and determined to 
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apply far it on his behalf, not so much out of friend- 
ship as OBtenta^on. If I could, but procure it for 
him, it would do me infmite honour. I told the 
duke of Lenna that I had been ^teward to don 
Ceesar de Leyva and bis son ; and that having every 
reason in the world to feel myself obliged to them, I 
should take it as a favour if he would ^ve the go- 
vernment of Valencia to one or other of them. The 
minister answered: Most willingly, Gil Bias. I 
love to see you grateful and generous. Besides, 
the family stands very high in my esteem. The 
Leyvas are loyal subjects ; so that the place cannot 
be better bestowed. You may take it as a wedding 
present, and do what you hke with it. 

Delighted at the success of my application, I went 
to Calderona in a prodigious hurry, to get the patent 
made out for don Alphonso. There was a great 
crowd, waiting in respectful silence, till don Rodrigo 
should come and give audience. I made my way 
through, and the closet door opened as if by sym- 
pathy. There were no one knows how many mili- 
tary and civil officers, with other people of conse- 
quence, among whom Calderona was dividing his 
attentions. His diiferent reception of different peo.^ 
pie was curious. A slight inclination of the head 
was enough for some; others he honoured with a 
profusion of courtly grimace, and bowed them out 
of the closet. The proporUons of civiUty were 
weighed to a scruple. On the other hand, tbeiç 
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yerè Boine suitors who, shocked at his cold indiffér' 
ence, cursed in their secret soul the necessity for 
their cringiag before such a monkey of an idol. 
Others, on the contrary, were laughing in their sleeve 
at his gross and seif-aufficirait air. But the scene 
was thrown «way upon me ; ni« was I Ukely to profit 
by such ft lesson. It was exactly the counterpart of 
my own behaviour : and I never thought df ascer- 
taining whether my deportment was popular or c^éa- 
sive, BO long as there was no violation <tf outward 
respect 

Don Rodrigo acciâentaliy castidg a look towards 
me, left a gentleman, to whom he was speaking, 
irithout eeremoay, and came to pay his respects with 
the most unaccountable tokens of high consideiàtion.' 
Ah ! my dear colleague, esclaimed he, what occasion 
procures me the pleasure of seeing you here? Is 
diere any thing we can do for you ? 1 told him my 
business; whereupon he assured me, in thé most 
obliging terms, that the àfiàir should be expedited 
within four-and-twenty hours. Not satisfied with 
these overwhelming condescensions, he conducted 
me to the door of his antichamber, whither he never 
attended any but thenobility of first rank. His fore- 
wdl was as flattering as his recepti(»i. 
' What is the meaoing of all this palaver ? said 1 
while retreating : has any raven croaked myentrance, 
ind prophesied promotion' to Calderona by my over- 
throw? , Does he really languish for my frieiidship? 

VOL. III. V 
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or does he feel the ground giving way nnder hli fee^ 
and wish to save himself by clinging- to the branches 
of my tavonr and protection ? It seemed a moot 
point, which of theae conjectures might foe the ri^b 
The following day, on my return, his behaviour was 
of the same stamp i caresses and ctvilides poured in 
upon me in torrents. It is true thatotfaer pec^le^ 
who attempted to speak to him, were nuuped in ex* 
act proportion with the blandishments of his face 
towuds me. He snarled ai some, petrified others, 
and made the whole circle ma the gauntlet of hia 
displeasure. But they were all amply avenged by 
an occurrence, the relation of which may give a 
gentle hint to alt the clerks and secretaries on ^le 
list of my readers. 

A man very plainly dressed, and certainly not 
looking at all like what he was, came up to Calde- 
rona, and spoke to him about a memorial, stated to 
have been presented by himself to the duke of 
Lenna. Don Rodrigo, without looking Irom hit 
clothes up to his face, said in a sharp ungraciOHt 
tone: Who may you happen to be, hon^t man? 
They called me Francillo in my childhood, answer- 
ed the stranger unabashed; my next style and title 
was that of don Francillo de Zuniga; and my pre- 
sent name is the count de Pedrosa. Calderona was 
all in a twitter at this discovery, and attempted to 
stammer out an excuse, when he found that he had 
to do with a man of the first quality. Sir, said be 
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to the count, I have to beg you ten diousand par- 
dons ; but not knowing whom I had the honour to 

I want none of your apolo^es, int^rupted 

Francillo with proud indignation ; they iu« as nau- 
seous as your rudeness was unbeconUDg. Recollect 
henceforth, that a minister's secretary onght to re- 
ceive all descriptioDB of people with good manners. 
You may be vain enough to affect the representative 
of your master ; but the public know you for hie me- 
nial servant. 

The haughty don Rodrigo blushed blue at this 
rebuke. Yet it did not mend hia manners one whlL 
On me, it made a salutary impression. I determined 
to take care and ascertain the rank of mypetitioDcrs, 
before I gave a loose to the insolence of office ; and 
to inflict torture only upon mutes. As don Alphon- 
so'b patent was made oot, I sent it by a purpose 
messenger, with a letter from the duke of Lerma, 
announcing the royal favour. But I took no notice 
of my own share in the appointment, nor even accom- 
panied it with a line, in the fond hope of announcing 
it by word of mouth, and surprising him ^;reeably, 
when he came to court on occasion of taking the 
customary oaths. 
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Preparatimit for the marriage f^ Oil Bla$. A tpoké 
in the wheel of Sjpnen. 

Awl» now once mote for my lovely Gabriela ! We 
«ere to be married in a veek. Prepanitioiis were 
maJdjig on both ndes for the ceremony. Sidero or- 
dered a ricb wardrobe for tbe bride, and I hired a 
Wailjng-woman for her, a footman, and a gentleman 
usher of decent aspect and advanced years. The 
«hole establishmeirt was provided by Scipio, who 
longed more longingly than myself for the hour 
when we were to be fingeiing the forttme. 

On the eveniog before the hsf^y day, I was sup- 
ping with my father-in-law, the rest of the company 
being made up of uncles, aunts, and cousins of 
either sex and every degree. The part of a supjde- 
visaged son-in-law sat upon me to perfection. 
Nothing could exceed my profound respect for Ûi& 
goldsmith and his wife ; oi the transports of my. 
passion at Gabriela's feet: while I smoothed my 
way into the graces of the family, by listening with 
impregnable patience to their witless repartees, and 
irrational ratiocinations. Thus did I gain the great 
end of idl my forbearance, the pleasure of pleasing 

D,.'.. J I, Google 



4ny new lelatkras. Every mdividual'of the-clan felt 
IiiÂiaelf&foot taller for the honour of my alliance. 

The repast ended, the company EDored into a 
Jarge room, where we were entertained with a con- 
icert of Tocal and instrumental music, not the worst 
that was ever heard, thoHgh the peribrmers were not 
selected from the choicest bands at Madrid. Some 
Jirely airs put us in mind of dancing.. Heaven 
knows what sort of perfoimem we must have been, 
when they took me for the coryphœns of the opera, 
though I never had but two or three lessons from a 
petty dancing-jnast^, who taught the pages on tht 
establishment of the marchioness de Chaves. Aft«r 
' .we had tiied our tendons, it was time to think cif 
going home. There was no end of my bows and 
Ood-hless-you's. Farewell, my dear aon-in-law, 
said Salero as he squeezed my hand ; I shall be at 
your house in tixe morning, with the portion in ready 
money. You will be welcome, come when you list, 
my dear father-in-law, answered I. Afterwards, 
wishing the family .good night, 1 jumped into my 
carriage, and ordered it to drive home. 

Scarcely had 1 got two hundred yards irom sig- 
sor Gabriel's bouse, when fifteen oi twenty men, 
some on foot and some on horseback, all with swords 
and fire-arms, surrounded and stopped the coach, 
prying out : /n Ike name qf <na- sovereign lord the 
fang. They dragged me ont by main force, and 
jhnigt me into a hack chaise, when the leader of th^ 
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party got ïn with me, and ordered the driver to go 
for Segovia. There could be no doubt but the ho- 
nest gentleman by my side was an alguazil. I want- 
ed to know Bomethmg about the cause of my arrest; 
but he answered in the language of those gentry, 
which is very bad language, that he had other things 
to do than to satisfy my impertinent cuiiositf. 1 
suggested that he might bare mistaken bis man. 
No, no, retorted he, the fool is wiser than that. Yon 
ere signor de Santillane ; and in that case, you are 
to go along with me. Not being able to deny that 
fact, it became an act of prudence to hold my 
tongue. For the remainder of the night, we tra- 
versed Mancanarez in sulky silence ; changed horses 
at Colmenar, and arrived the next evening at Sego- 
via, where the lodging provided for me was in the 
tower. 



CHAPTER IV. 



The treatment <if Gû Bias in the tower of Segovia. 
The cavse of his imprisonment. 

Their first favour was to clap me np in a cdl, 
where they left me on the straw like a criminal, 
whose only earthly portion was to con over his dying 
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speeeh in solitude. I passed the night, not in be- 
wailing my fate, for it had not yet pieEented itself 
in -all its aggravation, but in endearouring to divine 
its cause. Doubtless it must have been Calderona's 
hitody work. And yet though his branching honours 
might have pressed thick upon his senses, I could 
not conceive how the duke of Lerma could have 
been induced to treat me so inhumanly. Sometimes 
I apprehended my arrest to have been without his 
excellency's knowledge : at other times I thought 
him the contriver of it, for some politicd Tcaaons, 
such as weigh with ministers when they sacrifies 
their accomplices at the shrine of state policy. 

My mind was vibrating to and fro with these va- 
rious conjecturés, when the dawn peeping in at my 
liHle grated window, presented to my sight all the 
honor of tiie place where 1 was confined. Then did 
I veut my sorrows without ceasing, and my eyes be- 
came two springs of tears, âowing inexhaustibly at 
the remembrance of my prosperous state. Pending 
this paroxysm of grief, a tuiokey brought my day's 
allowance of bread and. water. He looked at me, 
and on the contemplation of my tear-besprinkled 
visage, gaoler as he was, there came over him a sen- 
timent of pity : Do not despair, said he. This life 
is full of crosses; but mind them not. You are young; 
after these days, you will live to see better. In the 
mean time, eat at the king's mess with what appetite 
yon may. 

My comforter withdrew vrith this quaint invita^- 
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tion, answered by my groEuiB andteua. The rest of 
the day waa spent in curstng my vayward destiny, 
vithout thinking of my empty stomach. As for the 
ro^ monel, it seemed more like the message of 
wrath than the boon of benerolencei the tanta- 
lizing protraction of pain, rather than the solace of 
affliction. 

. Night came ; end with it the rattle of a key in my 
key-hole. My dungeon door opened, and in came 
a man with a wax-light in his hand. He advanced 
towards me, saying : Signor Gil Bias, behold in me 
one of your Old friends. I am don Andrew de Tor- 
desillas, in the archbishop of Grenada's sernce while 
you enjoyed that prelate's farour. You may recol- 
lect engaging his interest in my behalf, and thereby 
procnhng me a post in Mexico ; but instead of em- 
barking for the Indies, I stopped in the town of Ali- 
cant. There I married the governor's daughter, and 
by a series of adventures of which you shall hereaf- 
ter have the particulars, I am now warden of this 
tower. It is expressly forbidden me to let you speak 
to any living soul, to give you any better bed dian 
straw, or any other suetenaace than bread and water. 
But, besides that your misfortunes interest my hu- 
manity, you have done me service, and gratitude 
couQtervails the harshness of my orders. They 
think to make me the instrument of their cruelty; 
bnt it is my better purpose to sofUn the rigour of 
your captivity. Get up and follow me. 
Though my humane keeper was entitled to l^é 
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acknowledgméDt, my spirits were so affected as to 
interdict my speech. All I coald do was to attend 
him- We crossed a court, and mounted a narrow 
staircase to a little room at the top of the tower. It 
was no small surprise, on entering, to find a table 
with UgbtB on it, neatly set out with covers for two. 
They will serve up imrnediately, said Tordesillas. 
We are going to snp together. This snng retreat is 
appointed for your lodging: it will agree better with - 
you than your cell. FrMn your wmdow, you will 
look down on the flowery banks of the Eréma, and 
the delicious vale of Coca, bounded by the monn- 
tiuns which divide the two Castiles. At first yoa 
will care little for prospects ; but when time shall 
have softened yOnr keener sensation» into a com- 
posed mdanch<ây, it will be a pleasure to Beast your 
eyes on such enga^ng scenes. Then, as for linen, 
and other necessaries befitting a man accustomed 
to the comforts of life, they shall be always at your 
service. Your bed and board shall be suck as you 
conld wish, with a plwtiftil supply of bboks. In a, 
word, you shall have every thing bpt ypur liberty, 

&ty spirits Were a little tranquillized^by these obli" 
ging offers. 1 took courage, and rf^roed my best 
thanks ; aasariag him that Us genwius cobdnct re- 
stored me to life, and that I ht^wd at some time or 
other to find an opportunity of te«titying my grati- 
tude. To he sure! and why should younot? an- 
Sjr^i^d he> Did ypn fancy.yoi^rself a prispner for. 
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life ? NodÙDg less likely I and I would lay a v^er 
that you will be released in a very fev manÂs. 
What say yon, aignor don Andrew? esclaimed T. 
Then surely you are acquainted with the occasion of 
my misfortune. You ^ess right, replied he. The 
alguazil who broug;ht you hither told me the whole 
story is confidence. He king, hearing that the 
count de Lemoa and you were in the habit of escort- 
ing the prince of Spain by night to a house of sus- 
picious character, as a punishment for your loose 
morals, has banished ^e count, and sent you hither, 
to be treated in the style of which you have had a 
specimen. And how, said 1, did that circumstance 
come to die king's knowledge ? That is what I am 
most curious to ascertain. And that, answered he, 
is precisely what the alguazil did not tell, apparent- 
ly because he did not know. 

At this epoch of our conversation, the servants 
brought in supper. When every thing was set in 
order, Tordesillas sent away the attendants, not 
wishing our' conversation to be overheard. He shot 
the door, and we took our seats opposite to each 
other. Let uB say graoe and fall to, said he. Your 
appetite ought to be good after two days of fasting. 
Under this Impression, he loaded my plate as if he 
had been cramming the craw of a starveling. In 
&ct, nothing was more likely than âiat I should play 
the devil among the ragouu : but what ia likely does 
not always happen. Though my intestines were 
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yeaming for Bupp(»t, their staple stuck in my throat : 
for my heart loathed all pleasurable indulgence in 
the present state of my affairs. In vain did my war- 
den, to drive away the blue devils, pledge me con- 
tinually, and expatiate on the excellence of his win^ 
imperishable uectai would have been pricked ac- 
cording to the fostidious report of my palate. This 
being the case, he went another way to work, and 
told me die story of his marriage, with as much hu- 
mour as such a subject would admit. Here he waa 
still less successful. So wandering was my atten- 
tion, that before the end, I had foi^otten the begin- 
ning and the middle. At length he was convinced 
tiiat there was no diverting my gloomy thoughts for 
that evening. After finishing his solitary supper, 
he rose from table, saying: Signer de Santillane, I 
shall leave you to your repose, or rather to the free 
indulgence of your own reveries. But, take my 
word for it, your misfortune will not be of long con- 
dnuance. The king is naturally good. When bis 
anger shall have passed away, and your deplorable 
estate shall occur to his milder thoughts, your 
punishment will appear sufiScient in his eyes. With 
these words, my kind-hearted gaoler went down 
stairs, and leiit the servants to take away. Not 
even the brass candlesticks were left behind ; and I 
went to bed by the palpable darkness of a glimmer- 
ing lamp, suspended against the wall. 
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Hit refiectùms before he went to sleep that lUght, and 
the twise that waked him. 

Two hours at least yitn my thoughts employed 
on what TordesillM had told me. Here tbea am I^- 
for bavtiig lent myself to the pleasures of the heir 
apparent 1 It was certainly not having my wtta; 
about me, to pander for so ypimg a prisce. Therein 
consiBts my crime ; had be been arrived at amore known 
va^ iiffi, the king perhaps mightonly have laughed at 
what Imi now made him so angry. But who can 
hare given such counsel to the monarch, without 
dreading the prince's resentment or the duke oE 
Lerma's? That minister will doubtless take ample 
vengeance for his nephew the count de Lemosi. 
How can the king bave made the discovery? That 
is above my comprehension. . > 

This last was tbe «temal burden of my «ong. 
But the idea most afflictive to ray mind, what drove 
me to âeipiùr, and laid fiead-Uke hold upon myL 
fiwcy, was the unqueitjoned plunder of my efiécts,' 
My strong box, .exclaimed I, my dear .wealth, whwk 
is become of you? Into what hands have. you. 
&llen? Alas I you are lest in less time than you 
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were Raised 1 The nÛQoas confonon of my honu- 
hold was the perpetual death'i-head of my imagina- 
tion. Yet this wilderness of melancholy ideas shel- 
tered me from absolute distraction : sleep, which had 
sbnnned my wretched straw, now paid his readier 
Tisit to my soft and gentlemanly couch. Watching 
and wine too imparted a stronger naicotic to his 
poppies. My slumbers were profound ; and to all 
appearance, the day might have peeped in upon my 
repose, if I had not been awakened all at once by such 
sounds as rarely perforate a prison wall. T heard 
the thrum of a guitar, acoompanying a man's voice- 
My whole attention was absorbed ; but the invisible 
musician paused, and left the fleeting impression of 
a dream. An instant afterwards, my ear was sooth- 
ed with the sound of the same instoiinent, and the 
peme voice. 

Wiielf the BDt spinit poor «inlei boanh 
The stock which sammer^ «eallh tSWit ] 
Id gmsboi^n, that must at autamo die. 
Ho* ïuD were Buch iniiHlDiiTy f 

Of lore or fortniie Hie deceitful light 
Might hair excuse our chealeil sight, 
IfitoFlife the wholesmall timewogldsta]', . 

A.^dbeouriuothineall theday. • 

* To have lubstitoted, with a iligbt wriation, these two stan' 
9U fiDtn Cowley Car ■ translatibn uf the comnioii-iriaee couplet 
in the oripul, will piobaU; not be thought to require any apo, 
(ogy. They neceitariij iqiroNe s ct)BDçe in the consequent re- 
aeetioB* of oar hero, 1>*i>siato«. 
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These verses, which sounded as if tbéy had b«en 
sung expressly for the dirge of my departed happi- 
ness, were only an a^ravation of my feelings. The 
truth of the sentiment, scud 1, is but too well exem- 
plified in me. The meteor of court favour has but 
plunged me in substanlial darkness; the smnmet 
auDshine of ambition is quenched in these autumn^ 
glooms. Now did I sink again into cold and com- 
fortless meditation : my miseries began to flow afresh, 
as if they fed and grew upon their own vital stream- 
Yet my wailings ended with the ni^t ; and the first 
rays which played upon my chamber wall, amused 
my mind into composmre. I got up to open my 
window, and let the vivid air of morning into my 
room. Then I glanced over the country, so attrac- 
tively depicted in the description of my keeper. It 
did not seem to justify his panegyric. The Erëma, 
a second Tagus in my magnifying fancy, was little 
better than a brook. Its 0owery banks were fringed 
with nettles, and arrayed in all the majesty of 
thistles; the delicious vale in this fairy prospect was 
a barren wilderness, untamed by human labour. It 
therefore was very evident, that my keener sensa- 
tions were not yet softened into such a composed 
melancholy, as could give any but a jaundiced, 
colouring tp the landscape. 

I began dressing, and had already half finished 
my toilet, when Tordesillas ushered in an old cham- 
bermaid, laden with shirts and towels. Sig^Or Git 
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Bias, said be, here is your linen. Do not be saving' 
of it : there shall always be as many changes as yon 
can possibly want. Well now I and how have you 
passed the night? Has the drowsy god adminis- 
tered his anodyne? I could have slept till this 
time, answered I, if J had not been awakened by a 
voice singing to à guitar. The cavalier who has 
disturbed your repose, resumed he, is a state pri- 
soner; and his chamber is contiguous to yours. He 
is a knight of the military order of Calatrava, and 
is a very accomplished person. His name is don 
Gaston dc Cogollos. You may meet as often as 
^u like, and take your meals together. It will 
afford reciprocal consolation to compare your for- 
tunes. There can be no doubt of your being agree- 
able to one another. I assured don Andrew how 
sensible I was of his indulgence in allowing me to 
blend my sorrows with those of my fellow- sufferer ; 
and, as I betrayed some impatience to be acquainted 
with him, our accommodating warden met my wishes 
on the very same day. He fixed me to dine with 
don Gaston, whose prepossessii^ physiognomy and 
Symmetry of feature struck me sensibly. Judga 
what it must have been, to make so strong an 
impression on eyes accustomed to encounter tha 
dazzling exterior of the court Figure to yourself a 
man fashioned in the mould of pleasure ; one of 
those heroes in romance, who has only to shew hk 
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taoe, and b&nish die sweet sleep iîrâm the eyelids 
of pnncessei. Add to tlia, that nature, who Îb 
geneiaUy bonntiAil with one band and nigganU; 
with ate other, had crowned the perfections of 
Co^tos with wit and valour. He was a man, 
whose like, take him for all in' all, we might not 
soon k>ok upon again. 

If this fine fellow was mistily to my taste, it 
was my good luck not to ,be altogether offen«Te to 
him. He no longer sang at night for fear of annoy- 
ing me, thoiigh I begged him by oo means to 
restzain bis inclinations en my aecount. A bond of 
union is soon formed between brethrea in misfcn't 
tune, A close friendship succeeded to ' mere ac- 
qutuntance, and strengthened from day to day. The 
lAerty of uninterrupted intercourse contributed 
greatly to our mutual support ; out burden became 
ligfxter by division. 

One day after dinner, I went into his room, just 
as he was tuning his guitar. To bear him more at 
my ease, I sat down on the only stool; while he, 
reclining on bjs bed, played a pathetic air, and sang 
to it a ditty, expressing the despair of a lorer and 
the cruelty of bis mistress. Wlun be bad finished^ 
I said to bim with a smil»,; Sir knight, such sOains 
«s. these could never be applicable to your own 
successes with the fair. You were, pot made to cope 
wUh female repulse. Yop think tw well, of pie^ 
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aiiBTered he. The verses you have just heard were 
composed to fit my owu case ; to soften a heart of 
adamant. You must hear my story, and in my 
Btojy, my distresses. 



Hiitory of do» Oaston de CogoUos, ond Donna 
Helena de Galisteo. 

It will be very soon four years since I left 
Madrid to go and see my aunt donna Eleonora de 
Laxaiilla at Goiia : she ia one of the richest dowa- 
gers in Old CasUIe, with myself for her only heir. 
Scarcely had I got within her doors, when love in- 
vaded my repose. The windows of my room faced 
the lattice of a lady living opposite ; but the street 
was narrow, and her blinds pervious to the eye. It 
was an opportunity too delicious to be lost; and 1 
found my neighbour so lovely, that my heart was 
captivated. "Hie subject of my sentry-watch could 
not be mistaken. She marked it well ; but she was 
not a girl to glory in the detection. Still less to 
eijCOur%ge ffiy fooleries. 

It was uàtural to enc[uire the name of tiiis mighty 
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conqueror.' I learnt it to be donna Helena; ratj 
daughter of don Geo^e de Galisteo, lord of a large 
domain near Coria. She had innumerable offers of 
marriage ; but her father repulsed them all, because 
he meant to bestow her hand on his nephew don 
Austin de Olighera, who had uninterrupted access 
to his cousin while the settlemenU were preparing. 
Tliis wsa DO bar to my hopes : on the contrary, it 
whetted my ea^rness : and the insolent pleasure of 
supplanting a favoured rival was, perhaps, at bot- 
tom equally my motive, with a mcwe noble passion. 
My visual artillery was obstinately planted against 
my unyielding fair. Her attendant Felicia was not 
without the incense of a glance, to soften her rigid 
constancy in my favour; while nods and becks 
stood for the current coin of language. But aQ 
Uiese effijrts of gallantry were in vain : the maid was 
impregnable like her mistress : never was there such 
a pair of cold and cruel ones. 

The commerce of the eyes being so unthrifty, I 
had recourse to different agents. My scouts were 
on the watch to hunt out what acquaintance Felicia 
might have in town. They discovered an old lady, 
by name Theodora, to be her most intimate friend, 
and that they often met. Del^hted at the inteUi^ 
gence, I went point blank to Theodwa, and en- 
gi^;ed her by presents in my interest. She took my 
cause up heartily, promised to contrive an interview 
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for me with her ftiend, ajid kept her engagement 
the very next day. 

I am no longer the wretch of yesterday, said I to 
FeUcia, since my sufferings have melted you to pity. 
How deep is my debt to your friend, for her kind 
interférence in my behalf I Sir, answered she, 
Theodora can do what she pleases with me. She 
has brought me over to your side of the question; 
and if I can do you a kindness, you shall soon be 
at the summit of your wishes : but, with bU my par- 
tiaUty in your favour, I know not how far my eSbrts 
may be successful. It would be cruel to mislead 
you : the prize will not be gained without a severe 
conflict. The object of your passion is betrothed to 
another gentleman, and her character most inaus* 
IMJcions to your designs. Such is her pride, and so 
closely locked are her secrets within her own breast, 
that if, by constancy and assiduities, you could 
extort from her a few sighs, fancy not that her 
haughty spirit would indulge your ears with their 
music. Ah I my dear Felida, exclaimed I in an 
agony, why will you thus magnify the obstacles in 
my way t To set them in array, will kill me. Lead 
me on widi false hopes, ifyouwill;bnt donot drive 
me to despair. With these words, I took one of her 
hands, pressed it between mine, and aUd a diamond 
on her finger value three hundred pistoles, with 
inch a moving compliment, as made her weep 
again. 
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Sach speeches and ' corresponding actions de~ 
served some scanty comfort. She smoothed a. little 
die rug^d path of love. Sir, said she, what I have 
just been telhng you need not quite quench' your 
hope. Your riral, it is true, is in possession of the 
ground. He comes back and fore as he pleases. 
He toys vith her as often as he likes ; but all that is 
in your fovour. The habit of constuit interGOorse 
sheds R languor over thdr meetings. They, part 
without pain, and come together without emotion. 
One would take them for man and wifis. In a word, 
my mistress has no marks of violent love for don 
Austin. Beaidea, in point of person, there is such 
a difference between you and him, as cannot fail to 
catch the eye of a nice observer like donna Helena. 
Tlkerefore do not be cast down. Continue your 
particular attentions. You shall have a second in 
me. I shall let no opportunity escape of pointing 
out to my mistress the merit of all your exertions to 
please her. In vain shall she entrench herself be- 
hind reserve ; in spite of gnard and garrison, I wiU 
fansack the muster-roll of her sentim^its, 

Now were my open attacks and secret ambus* 
cades more ficfcely pmnted against the dauglvter of 
don Geoi^. Among the rest, I entertained hra 
with a serenade. AAer the concert, Felicitiy to 
sound her mistress, begged to )movi bow she had 
been entertained- The singer had a good voio^ 
said donna Helena. But how did you lil(ç, the 
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'wftfàB'i leplied the abigail. I scarcely iwted them,- 
Mturued the lady ; the music engrosBed my whole 
attention. The poetry excited &a little cuiioeity u 
its author. If that ia die caqe, exclaimed the chaav 
bermaid, poor don Oaston de CogoUos is recJoomug; 
withput his host ; and a miserable spendthrift of his 
glances, to be always ogling at our lattice-voikr 
Periiaps it may not be he, said the mistress with, 
petritying indifierence ; but some "other spaik, an- 
nou&cing his passion by this concert. Excuse rae, 
answered Felicia, it is don Oaston himself, who 
accosted me this morning in the street, and implored 
me to assure you how he- adored, in defiance of 
your rigorous lep^ilses : but that he should esteem 
himself the most blest of mortals, if you would allow 
Iwn to soothe his desponding thoughts by all the 
most dehcate and impassioned attentions. Judge 
ijiow if I can be mistaken, after so opeoi an avowal. 
, Don George's daughter changed coimtenauce at 
esce, and said to her serrant with a severe frown. 
Ton might well have dispensed with the relation of 
this impertinent discourse. Bring me no more inch 
idle tales ; and tell this young madman, when next 
be accosts you, to play off his shallow artifices on 
- some more accommodating fool ; but, at all events, 
tet him choose a more gentlemanly recreation, than, 
that of lounging all day at his vnndow, and prying 
into the privacy of my apartment. 
' This message was faithfully delivered at my nex^ 
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întenîew wiA Felida, who agenred me that her 
mistresB's modes of speech were not to be taken in 
their literal construction, but that my afikira were in 
die best possible train. For my part, being little 
read in the acience of coquetry, and finding no 
ftrourable sense on the iace of the author's original 
«ords, I was half out of humour with the wire-draim 
commenta of the critic. She laug;hed at my mis- 
firing, and asked her friend for pen, ink, and pister, 
saying : Sir knight of the doleful countenance, write 
immediately to donna Helena as dolefully as yon 
look. Make echo ring with your snSerings ; out- 
sigh the river's murmur ; and, above all, let rock» 
and woods resound with the prohibition of appear- 
ingf at your window. Then pawn yonr enstence on 
obeying her, though without the possibility ever to 
redeem the pledge. Turn ail that nonsense intO' 
pretty sentences, as you gay deceivers so well know 
how to do, and leave the rest to me. The event, I 
flatter myself, will redound more than you are 
aware to the honour of my penetration. 

He must have been a strange lover, who wonld 
not have profited by so opportune an occasion of 
writing to his mistress. My letter was couched in 
the most pathetic terms. Felicia smiled'at its con- 
tents ; and said, that if the women knew the art of 
infatuating men, the men in retnrn had borrowed 
their influence over women from the arch wheedleT 
himself. My privy counsellor took the note, and 
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iRtont batdt to don GeoTge'a, with a special injunction 
that my windows should be fast shut for some days. 
Madam, sidd she, going up to donna Helena, I 
met don Oaston. He must needs endeavour to 
come TDund me with his flattering speeches. In 
tiemulous accenta, like a culprit pleading against 
his sentence, he begged to know whether I had 
qraken to yott on his behalf. Then, in prompt and 
faithful compliance with your orders, I snapped up 
the words out of his mouth. To be sure, my tongue 
did run at a fine rate against him. I called him all 
laaDner of names, and left him in the street like a 
stock, staring at my termageut loquacity. I am 
delighted, answered donna Helena, that you have ' 
disengaged me from that troublesome person. But 
there was no occasion to have snubbed him so un- 
m£rci£iiUy. A creature of your degree should always 
keep a good tongue in its mouth. Madam, repUed 
the domestic, one ctuinot get rid of a determined 
lover, by mincing one's words. Though it comes to 
much the same thing when one flies into a passion. 
Don Gaston, for instance, was not to be bullied out 
of his senaest After having given it him on both 
^ides of his ears, as I told you, 1 went on that 
errand of yoars to the house of your relation. The 
lady, as ill-luck would hase it, kept me longer than 
she ought. I say longer than she ou^t, because 
<py plague and torment met me on my return. Who 
the deuce would have thought of Seeing him ? It 
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fnit me ali in a twitter ; bat then my ton^â, irbicb' 
at other timeB ia apt ta be in a twitter, stuck motion^' 
lesfl in my mouth. While my ton^e stuck motion' 
less in my mouth, what did he doï He slid a paper 
i&to my hand without giving me time to connder 
whether 1 should take it or no, and made off in a 
moment- 
After this introdnetion, she drew my letter from 
anler her Btaya, and gave it with a half banter to 
ker mistress, who afiected to read it in hmnorons 
scorn, but digested the contents most greedily, and 
dien put on the starch, oâêndedprade. Ingoodear- 
nest, Felida, said ibe with all the gravity shecould as- 
sume, you Were extremely off your guard, qvite 
bewildered and fascinated, to have taken the charge 
of such an epistle. What construction would don 
Gaston put upon it ? What must I think of it my- 
self? You give me reason, by this strange beba- 
^ur, to mistrust your fidelity, while he must suspect 
me of encoun^ng his odious suit. Alas I he may, 
perhaps, lay that flattering unction to his soul, that 
Ay love is legible in these characters, and not his 
trespass. Only consider how low you lay my 
doweling pride. Ohl quite the reverse, madam,' 
answered the petticoated pleader ; it is impossible 
for him to think that ; and if he did, he would soon 
be convinced with a flea in his ear. I shall tell him, 
when next we meet, that 1 have delivered his letter, 
that you glanced at die supei^cription with petriiy-^ 
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ing tndifiWence, and then, mthout readiog a woid> 
tore it into ten thousand pieces. You may swear 
that I did not read it with a safe conscience, replied 
donna Helena. I ehonld be puzzled to retrace a 
single sentiment. Don George's daughter, not 
contented with these words, suited the action to 
them, tore my letter, and imposed silence on my 
advocate. 

As I had .promised no longer to play the lover at 
my window, the farce of obedience was kept up for 
sereral days. Ogling being interdicted, my court- 
ship was doomed to enter in at my Helena's 
obdurate ears. One night I attended under her 
balcony with musicians ; the first bars of the sere- ' 
nade were already playing, when a swaggering 
blade, sword in hcind, nished in upon our harmony, 
laying about him to the right and left, to the utter 
discomfiture of the troop. Such mad warfare fired 
my tilting propensities to equid fury. The afiray 
became Serious. Donna Helena and her maid were 
disturbed by the clash of swords. They looked ont 
at Iheir lattice, and saw two men engaged. Iheir 
cries roused don Geoi^ and his servants. The 
whole neighbourhood was assembled, to part the' 
combatants. But they came too late: on the field 
of battle, bathed in its own blood and almost hk- 
less, lay my unfortunate body. They carried me to 
my aunt's, and sent for the best surgical assistance 
in the place. 

VOL. III. o 
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All the world was meicifiil, and wished me well» : 
«specially doona Helena, whose heart was now 
unmasked. Her forced severity yielded to her 
natural feelings. Would you believe it? The cold, 
relentless insensible was kindled into the wannest 
of love's votaii^. She woie out the remainder of 
the night in weeping with her faithful confidante» 
and giving her cousin, don Austin de Olighera, to 
perdition : for him they tased with the plotted mas- 
sacre, and the bill was a true one. He could hide 
his heart, as well as his cousin ; he therefore watched 
my motions, without seeming to suspect them ; and 
fencying them not to be without a corresponding 
impulse, he resolved not to be sacrificed with impu- 
nity. The accident was an awkward one to me ; 
but it ended in overpowering rature. Dan^rous 
as my wound was, the surgeons soon brought cae 
about. 1 was still confined to my chamber, when 
my aunt, donna Eleonora, went over to don OeiHge, 
and made proposals for donna Helena. He con- 
sented the more readily to the marriage, as he never 
e:q>ected to see don Austin again. The good <AA 
man was afraid of his daughter's not liking me, 
because cousin Olighera had kept her company; 
but she was so tractable to the parental behest, as 
to Airnish grounds for believing that in Spain, as in^ 
other countries, the species, not the individual, is 
the object with the sex. 

■FeUcia, at our first private meeting, conHnunicated . 
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^the emotions of her mistress on m; misfortune. 
Now, like another Paris, I thought Troy well lost 
for my Helen, and bleised the happy consequences 
of my wound. Don George Ekllowed me to speak 
with his daughter in presence of her attendant. 
What a heavenly interview ! I begged and prayed 
the lady so earnestly to tell me, whether her snâêrk 
ance of ny tows was forced upon her by her father, 
that she at length confessed her obedience to be in 
naisoD with her inoUnatlons. After bo delkious a 
declaration^ my whote soul was rgiven up to love 
and pleasurable gratiticationa. Our nuptiBls were 
to be graced by a magnificent procesBioa of all the 
principal people in Coria'and the neighbourhood. 

1 gave a splendid party at my aunt's country- 
house, in the suburbs on the side of Manroi. Don 
Oeorge, his daughter, the family, and friends on 
bèth aides were present There was a concert of 
vocal and instrumental music, with a company of 
strolling playecs, to represent a comedy. In the 
middle of the festivities, some one whispered me 
that a man wanted to speak with me iu the hall. I 
got up from -table to go and see .who it was. The 
Stranger looked like a gentleman's servant. He put 
a letter into my hand, contuning these words : '" If ' 
yon have any seuse of honour, as a knight of your 
order ought to have, you will not fail to attend to- 
. morrow morning in the plain of Manroi. There you 
-irill find an antagonist, ready to give you your 
o2 
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rerenge for his fttrmer attaclc upon your person, orj' 
vàiot he rather hopes and meditates, to spoil yovr ' 
comnibial transporta with donna Helena. 

Don Adstih deOiioheka."* 

.M lore, is a Spanish passion, revenge ts the 
Spanish Innacy. Such a note as this was not to be 
read with composure. At the tnere subscription of ' 
don Austin, there kindled in my veins a fire, which 
almost made me forget the claims of hosfHtahty. 1 
was tempted to steal away from my cotnpany, and 
seek my antagonist on the instant. . For fear of dis- 
turbing the merriment, however, 1 bridled in my 
rage, and sud to the messenger: My Iriend, you 
may tell your employer that I shall meet him on the 
appointed spot -it stm-rise, and resume the contest 
with obstinacy equal to his own. 

After sending this answer, I resumed my seat at 
table with so composed a mien, that no creature had - 
the least suspicion of what had occurred. During 
the rest of the day, I gave myself up to the pleasures 
of the festival, which ended not till midnight. T^e ' 
guests then returned to town; but I ataid behind, 
under pretext of taking the air on the following - 
morning. Instead of going to bed, I watched for ■ 
the dawD with maddening impatience. With thd 
first ray I got on horseback, and rode alone towards 
Manroi. On the plain was a horseman, ridmg up - 
tome at full speed. I pushed forward, and we met 
half-way. It was my rival. Knight, said . he, 
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anpercîliouBly, it is agunat my will that I meet you 
a second time on the same occasion ; bnt you have 
brought your fate on yourself. AfW the adventure 
of the serenade, you ought to have waived your pre- 
tensions to dort Geoi^'s daughter, or at least to 
have been assured that the 'support of them must 
cost you dearer than a single encounter. You are 
too much elated, answered I, with an advantage 
which is less owing perhaps to your superior skill, 
than to the darkness of the night Remember, that 
rictory is of the same blind family with fortune. It 
•hall be my lot to teach you, replied he with insult- 
ing BcMH, that I have unsealed the eyes of botii. 

At this proud defiance, we both dismounted, tied 
our horsea to a tree, and engaged with equal Ihry. 
I must candidly acknowledge the prowess of my 
anta^nist, who was a congumiiiate master of fenc- 
ing. My life was exposed to the greatest possible 
danger. NevertiielesB, as the strong is ahea van- 
quished by the weak. Gay rival, in spite of all his 
science, received a thmst through his heart, and fell 
a lifeless corpse, 

I imme^ately returned, and told a confidential 
servant what had happened, requesting him to take 
-horse and acquaint my aunt, befbre the officers of 
justice could get intelligence of the event He was 
also to obtain from her % supply of money and 
jewels, and then join me at the first inn as you enter 
Plazencia. 
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All tbis was perfonned vilhin three hom*. 
Donna ESeonora rather triumphed than mourned 
ever a catastrophe, which restored my- injured 
honour; and lent me Urge remittancea for my 
travels abroad, titt the affiur had blown over. 

Not to dwell oa indifiêrent circumstances, suffice 
it to say, that I embaitœd for Italy, and equipped 
myself so as to make a respectable Bgure at the 
several courts. 

While J mm «adeavouring to b^^ile the weary 
hours of absence, Helena was weeping at home 
from the same cause. Instead of jpinivg in the 
family resentmei^, ber heart was panting for a com- 
promise, and for my ^«eedy return. Six months 
had ahready elapsed, and I firmly beUeve that her 
constancy would have been proof against the attack 
of time, had time been seconded by no more power- 
ful ally. Dan Bias de Combados, a gentleman 
from the western coast of Galicia, came to Coria, to 
take poaBeasiaa of a nch inheritance unsucceasAiIly 
contested by a near relation. He liked that coantry 
so much better than his own, that he made it hi« 
principal residence. Combados was a personable 
man. His manners were gentle and well-bred, his 
conversation most insiojaating. With such a pass- 
port, he soon got into the best company, ajod knew 
all the fan^ily concerns of the place. 

It was not long before he heard of don G&age'k 
daughter, and of her extraordinary bea)i^. ThÙ 
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■ touched Ma curiosity nearly: he was ei^r to behold 
BO fbrmidable a lady. For this purpose, he endea- 

. voured to worm himself iato the ^od graces of her 
father, and succeeded so well, that the old gentle- 
man aheady looking on him as a aon-ia-law, gave 

' him free admission to the house, and the liberty of 
cDDTersing with donna Helena in his presence. The 
Oalician soon became deeply enamoured of her : 
indeed it was the common fate of all who had ever 
beheld her charms. He opened his heart to don 

' Oeorge, who ccnsented to his paying his addresses, 
but told him that so far from offering violence to 
her inclination, he should never interfere in hei 
choice. Hereupon don Bias pressed every device 
that impassioned ingenuity could suggest into his 
Benice, to melt and warm the icicles of reserve ; 
bdt the lady was impenetrable to his arts, fast 
bound tu the fetters of an earher love. Felicia, 
however, was in the new suitor's interest, convinced 
of his merit by the universal argument. All the 
faculties of her soul were called forth in his cause. 
On the other hand, the fadier urged his wishes and 
intreaties. Thus was donna Helena tormented for 
a whole year with their importunities, and yet her 
faith continued unshaken. 

Combados finding that don George and Felicia 
took up his cause with very little success, proposed 
an expedient for conquering prejudice to the follow- 
4Bg;eSêot. We will suppose a merchant of Coria to. 
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have received a. letter from his Italian conresponaeat, 
in wbicb, among the news of the day, there shall be 
the follomng paragraph : " A Spanish gentleman, 
don Qaaton de CogoUos, has lately arrived at the 
court of Parma. He is said to be nephew and sole 
heir to a rich widow of Coria. He is paying his ad- 
dresses to a nobleman's . daughter : but the family 
.wishes to ascertain the validity of his pretensions. 
Send tne word, therefore, whether you know this 
don Gaston, togedier with the amount of his aunfs 
fortune. On your answer the marriage will depejid, 
Parma, . . . ..day of, &c." 

The old gentleman considered this trick as a 
mere ebullition of humour, a lawful stratagem «f 
amorous warfare; and the jade of a go-between, 
with conscience still more callous than her master's, 
was delisted with the probability of the manœuyre. 
It seemed to be so much the mote happily imagined, 
as they knew Helena to be a proud girl,. citable of 
taking decisive measures, in the moment of surprise 
and indignation, Don George undertook to be the 
herald of my fickleness, and by way of colouring 
the contrivance more naturally, to conlrotit the pre- 
tended correspondent with her. This prefect was 
executed as soon as formed. The fother, wi^i 
counterfeit emo^ons of displeasure, said to donna 
Helena : Daughter, it is not enough now to tell you 
that our relations inveigh against an aUiaiice with 
don Austin's murderer; a still stronger reason 
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hencefbrward piHseB, to detach you fn>m don Gas- 
ton; It may well overwhelm yon with ahame, to 
have been his dupe so long'. Here is an undeniable 
proof of hÎB inconstancy. Only read thia letter just 
received by a merchant of Coria fitom Italy^ The 
trembling Hdena caag^t at this forged {>^»rt 
glanced over the writing ; then weighed every ez- 
fwession, and stood aghast at the import of the 
whole. A keen pang of tender disappointment 
wrung from hei a few reluctant tears ; but pride 
came to her assistance ; she wiped away the falling 
drops of weakness, and said to her father in a 
determined tone : Sir, you have just been wit- 
ness of my folly; now bear testimony to my 
triumph over myself. TTie delusion is past; don 
Gaston is the object of my utter contempt. I am 
ready to meet don Bias at the altar, and be before- 
hand with the trdtor in the jdedge of our transferred 
affections. Don Oeo^, transported with joy at 
this change, embraced hb daughter, extolled her 
spirit to the skies, and hastened the necessary pré- 
parations, with all the self-complacency of a suc- 
cessful plotter. 

Thus was donna Helena snatched tcom me. She 
threw herself into the arms of Combados in a pet, 
not listening to the secret whispers of love within, 
her breast, nor suspecting a story.whicb ought t* 
have seemed so improbable' in die annals of true 
passion. The haughty are always the victims of. 
o5. 
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their own nuh concliiùons. Reseataieiit of inBnlted 
beauty trkimplied wholly over tlie Boggwtioim of 
tenderaesi. And yet, ft few days after marriage, 
there came over her some feelings of remorse for 
her precipitatioii : it struck her that the letter might 
have been a foi^ry ; and the rery possibility di»- 
turi>ed her peace. But the enamonred don Bias 
left his wife no time to nurse up thoughts injurions 
to their new-found joys ; a successioB of gaiety and 
pleasure kept her in a thoughtless whirl, and shielded 
her from the pangs of unarailing repentance. 

She appeared to be in high good humour wiâi so 
spirit-stirring a husband ; so that they were living 
together in perfect unanimity, when my annt ad- 
justed my afiair with do* Austin's relations. Of this 
she «rote m^ word to Italy. I returned on tho 
wings of love. Donna Eleonora, not having an. 
nounced the marriage, informed me of it on my 
arrival ; and lemariùng what pain it gave me, said : 
You are in the wrong, nephew, to shew so much 
feeling for a faithleas fair. Banish irom your 
memory a person, so unworthy to share in its tender 
recollections. 

As my aunt did not know how dcmila.Helena had 
been.[dayed upon, shs had reason^ to talk as sba 
did; nor could she have gii«a me better advice. To 
affect indiâèrence, if not to conquer my paiBsion, 
was my bounden du^. Yet there could be no harm 
in juit enc^uiring by what mes^s ^s miion hftd. b^e? 
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Iltought to bear. To get at the truth, I det«nnined 
on applying to Felicia's friend, Theodora. Therel 
met with Felicia herself, who waa confounded at my 
unwelcome presence, and would have escaped from 
the necessity of explanation. But I stopped her. 
Why do you avoid me? saidl. Has your perjured 
mistress forbidden you to give ear to my complaints? 
or would' you make a merit with- Ae ungrateful 
woman, of your yoluntary refusal? ' 

Sir, answered the plotting alngail, I confess my 
fault, and throw myself on your mercy; Your ap- 
pearance here has filled me with remorse. My 
mistress has been betrayed ; and uohappily, in part 
by my agency, llie particulars of tbeir infern&l 
device fbllowed this avowal, with an endeavour to 
make me amenda for its lamentable consequence. 
To this effect, she offered me her services with her 
mistress, and 'promised to undecdre her; in awordj 
to work night aad dayt that she mi^ sof^ the 
rigour of my sufierings, and open the career (tf hope; 

I pass over the numberless contradictions she 
experienced, before she- could accomplish the pro- 
jected interview. It was at lesgth arranged to admit 
me privately, while don Bias was athis hunting- 
seat. The plot did not linger. The- husband went 
into the country ; and they seat for me to his lady's 
apartment. 

My onset was reproachfiil in the extreme ; but my 
«oudi was soon shut upoo-thesubject Itisuselessi. 
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40 look back upon the past, said the lady. It can 
be QO part of our preseat iateation to work upon 
each other's feeUngs ; ami you are grieronsly miatar 
ken if you fancy me inclined to Sattei your aspiiing 
hopes. My .sole inducement for receiving you here 
was to tell you personally, that you hare only hence- 
forth to forget me. Perhaps 1 mig-ht have beea 
better satisfied with my lot, had it been united with 
yours ; but, since heaven has ordered it otherwise^ 
we must submit to its decrees. 

What! madam, answered I, is it not enough to have 
lost you, to see my success^! rival in quiet pos- 
session of all my soul holds dear, but I must also 
banish you from my thoughts ? You would tear 
from me even my passion, my only remaining blesT 
sing ! And think you that a man, whom you have 
once enchanted, can recover his self-possession? 
Know yourself better; and cease to enforce im[«ac- 
ticable behests. Well then ! if so, rejoined she with 
hurried importunity, do you cease to flatter yours^ 
with interesting my gratitude or my pity. In one 
short word, the wife of don Bias shall never be the 
mistress of dop Gaston. Let us at once end a c(m^ 
versation, at which delicacy revolts in spite of virtuti 
and peremptorily tbrbids its longer continuance, 

I now threw myself at the lady's feet in despair. 
All the power%of language and of tears were called 
forth to soften her. But even this served only to 
txcite some inbred sentiments of compassion, stifle4 
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SB soon aaborn, and sacrificed at the slirine of dat^. 
After having, fruitlessly ezhansted alt my stores of 
tender persuasion, nge tookpossession of my breast 
I drew my sword, and vould bare fallen on its point 
before the inexorable Helena; but she saw my 
design, and prevented it. Stay your rash hand, 
CogolloB, said she. Is it thus that you consult my 
reputation ? In dying thus and here, you will brand 
me with dishonour, and my husband with the im> 
putation of murder. 

In the agony of my despair, fer from yielding to 
these sa^estions, I only struggled against the pre- 
ventive eâôrts of the two women, and should have 
struggled too successfully, if don Bias had not ap> 
peared to second them. He bad been apprized of 
our assignation ; and instead of going into the coun-i 
try, had concealed lumself behind the hangings, to 
overhear oar conference. Don Gaston, cried he, as 
he arrested my uplifted arm, recftl your scattered 
senses, and no longer give a loose to these mad 
transports. 

-Here I c6uld hold no longer. Is it for you, said 
I, to turn me from my resolution ? You ought TUher 
ynurself to plnnge a dagger in my bosom. My love, 
with all its train of miseries, is an insult to you.. 
Have you not surprised me in yotir wife's apartment 
at dais unseasonable hour ? what nri) f ar prAynçati nn 
can you want for your reyeng^^' Stab me, and lid; 
younelf of a man, «ho cbq only give up the adofi- ' 
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tioa of donna Helena with his life. It is in vain, 
answered don Bias, that you endeaTour to interest 
joy honour in your destruction. Yon are sufficiently 
punished for your rashness ; and my wife's impru- 
dence, in givingyou this opportunity of indulging it, 
is sancfiSed by the purity of her sendments. Take 
my advice, Cogollos: shrink not ^éminately from 
your wayward destiny, but bear up against it with 
the patient courage of a hero. 

The prudent Galician, by such language, gradu- 
aUy composed the ferment of my mind, and waked 
me oncfi more to virtue. 1 withdrew in the détermi- 
nation of removing far &om the scene of my folly, 
and went for-Madrid two days afterwards. Ther^ 
pursuing the career of fortune and preferment, I ap- 
peared at court, and laid myself out for eonnectioDBi 
But it was my ill-luck to attach myself particulariy 
to the marquis of ViUareal, a Portuguese grandee, 
who l^ng under a suspicion of intending to emanci- 
pate his country from, the Spanish yoke, is now in 
the castle of Alicant. As the duke of Lerma knew 
me to be closely connected with this nobleman, he 
gave orders for my arrest and detention here. Thai 
minister thought me capable of e^^ing in such a 
project; be could not have offered a more outrage- 
ous affront to a man of noble birth and a CastUian. 

Don Gaston thus ended his story. By way of 
oOBSoliUion, I said to him : lUnstrions Sir, jonr 
hoaonr can leceire no taint from this temporary de^ 
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t&lner, and youi intereat will probably be promoted 
by it in the end. When the duke of Lerma shall be 
convinced of your innocence, he will not fiul to give 
you a considérable post, and thus retrieve the cha- 
racter of a gentleman unjually accusedof tieasoB. 



CHAPTER Vir. 



Sàpio_finds Oil Bias out in the tower of Segovia, and 
brings him a budget of news. 

OuK conversation was interrupted by Tordesillas, 
who came into the room, and addreBsed me thus : 
SigBor Gil Bias, I have just been speaking with a 
yonog. man at the prison gate. He enquired if yon 
were not here ; and looked much mortified at my re- 
fusal to satisfy his curiosity. Nobk governor, said 
he, with tears in his eyes, do not reject my most 
humble petition. I am signer de Santillane's prin- 
^pal domestic, and you will do an act of charity by 
allowing me to see him. ' You pass for a kind-heut- 
ed gentleman in Segovia ; I hope you will not deny 
me the favour of conversing for a few minutes with 
my dear master, who is unfortu&at« mthei thaa cri- 
nipatr fo ^ort, continued dçn Andrew, the lad 
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wu ao importunate, that I promiied to comply vith 
hii wiihes this erening^, 

I BMnred TordeBillas that he conld not bare 
pleiuttd me better than by bringing this youo^ man 
to mt, who could probably communicate tidings of 
the last importance. J waited with impatience for 
the entrance of my Adtfafii] Scipio ; since 1 could not 
doubt him to be the man, nor was I mistaken in my 
conjecture. He was introduced at the time appoint- 
ed ; and his joy, which only mine could equal, broke 
forth'mto the most whimsical démonstrations. On 
my side, in the ecstacy of delight, I stretched out 
my aims to him, and he rushed into them with no 
courtly measured embrace. All distinctions of mas-- 
ter and dependent were levelled in the sympathetic 
raptiue of our meeting. 

When out transports had subsided a litde, I en- 
quired into the state of my household. You have 
neither household nor house, answered he : to spare 
you a long string of questions, I will sum up your 
worldly concerns in two words. Your property has 
been pillaged at both ends ; both by the banditd of 
the law, and by your own retainers, who regarding 
you as a ruined man, paid themselves their own 
wages out of whatever they found that was portable. 
Luckily (or you, I had the dexterity to save from 
Aeir harpy clatches two large bags of doiible pis- 
toie». Salero, in whose custody I deposited themi. 
will make restitution «k your release, which oannot 
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■ be ht distant, as jou were put upon his majesty'a 
pension list of piisouers without tbe duke of LermaV 
knowledge or consent, 

I aslced Scipio how he knew his excellency to 
have had no riiare in my arrest. You may depend 
. on it, answered he : my information is undeniable. 
One of my friends in the duke of Uzeda'a confidence 
acqudnted me with all the ciicumstances of your 
.imprisonment. Calderona, having discoreied by a 
. spy, that signora Sirena, with the handle of an abas 
to hei name, was recdring ni^t visiU from the 
-prince of Spain, and that the count de Lemos man- 
aged that intrigue by the pandariam of sig^or i& 
Santillane, determined to be revenged oa the whole 
.knot To this end, he waited on die duke of Uzeda, 
and discovered the whole affiiir. T1>e duke, over- 
joyed at such a fine opportunity of ruining his enemy, 
did not fail to bestir himself. He lùd his informa- 
tion before the lung, and painted the prince's dan- 
ger in the most lively colours. His majesty was 
much angered, and shewed that he was so, by send- 
ing Sirena to the nunnery provided for such frail 
sisters, banishing the count de Lemos, and cov- 
demning Oil Bias to perpétuai imprisonment 

This, pursued Scipio, is what my fiiend told mc. 
Hence, you gather your misfortune to be the duke 
of Uzeda's handywotk, or rather Calderona's. 

Thus it seemed prf^ble ^t my affairs migbt be 
JSinstated in thne; that tbe duk^ of Lenna, cha- 
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grined &1 his nephew's banidunent, would move' 
hearea and earth for that nobleman's recai ; and it 
might not be too much to expect that his excellency 
would not f(»|;et me. What a delicate gipsy is 
hopel She wheedledme out of all aioiety about my 
shattered fortunes, and made me as l^ht-hearted as 
if I had good reason to be bo. My prison looked, 
not like the dungeon of perpetual misery, but like 
the vestibule to a more distinguished station. For 
dins ran the traia of my reasoning : Don Fernando 
Borgia, father Jerome of Florence, and more than 

' all, fHar Louis of Aliaga, who may thank him Ùa 
his place about the king's person, ace the prime 
minister's partisans. With the aid of such powerfol 
friends, his excellency will bear down all oppositiOD, 
even supposing' no change to take place in the poli- 
tical barometer. But his majesty's health is very 
precanoas. The first act of a new reign would be 
to recal the count de Lemos ; he would not feel turn- 
s' at home in the young> monarch's presence, till 

'he had introdnced me at court; aad tile yoni^ 
monarch would not sit easy on his dirone, till be bad 
•howered benefits on my head. Thus, feasthig by 
anticipation on the pleasures of Aiturity, I became 
callous to existing evils. The two bags, snug in the 
f{oldsmith's custody, were no bad doubles to the 
part which hope acted in this shifting pantomime. 
It was impossible not to express my gratitude to 

-Sc^io for his zeal and honest jr. I o&ied him half 
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the salvage ; but be rejected it I expect, said he, 
a very different acknowledgment. Astoniabed as. 
mucb at fais myateiious claim aa at his refusal, I 
asked wfaat more I could do for him. Let us never 
part, answered he. Allow me to link my fate with 
jours. I feci for you what I never felt for any other 
master. And on my part, my good fellow, said t, 
you may rest assured that your attachment is not 
thrown away. You caught my fancy at first sight. 
We mast have been bom under Libra or Gemini, 
where friendship is lord of the ascendant I wil- 
lingly accept your proffered partnership ; and will 
commence business by prevailing with the warden to 
immure you along with me in thiB tower. That is 
tiia, very thing, exclaimed he. You were beforehand 
widime; for I was just going to beg thatfavour- 
Your company is dearer to me than liberty itself» I 
shall only just go to Madrid now and then, to sni^ 
the gale of the ministerial atmosphere, and try whe- 
ther any scent lies which may be favourable for your 
pursuit Thus will you combine in me a bosom 
friend, a truaty messenger, and an unsuspected 
spy. 

These advantages were too important for me to 
forego them. I therefore kept so useful a person 
about me, with leave of the obliging warden, who 
would not stand in the way of so soothing a reli^ 
to the wearinesg of solitude. 
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Scipio'i Jiraf journey to Madrid: its oi^ect and sue- 
ce«. Oil Bias/alls HcA. The consequence of'hia 
illness. 

If it is a coinmoa proreib that out direst enemies 
are those of our own household, the coDverse ought 
equally to be admitted amon^ the saws of a more 
candid expérience. After such incontestible proofi 
of Scipio's zeal, he became to me like uiother self. 
All distinctioa of place was confounded between 
Gil Bias and his secretary ; all insolence was drop- 
ped on the one hand, all cringing on the other. 
Heir lodging:, bed' <u>d board were in common. 

Scipio's couTersatiOn was of a very lively turn : 
he might have been dubbed the Spanish Momu^, 
without any derogation to the Punch of the Pantike- 
on. But he had a long head, as well as a fkncifîil 
brain ; combining the characters of counsellor and 
jester. My friend, said I one day, what do you think 
of writing to the duke of Lerma 1 It could, me- 
ihinka, do no harm. Why as to that, answered he, 
die great are such caméléons, that there is no know- 
ing where to have them. At all events, you may 
risk it; though I would not lay the poeta^ of your 
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letter on its Biicceai; The minister lovei yon, it ■■■ 
true ; but then politico love lacks memory, as mncli 
as personal love lacks visual discrimination. Out 
of sight,' out of mind I is at once the motto and the 
sdgma of these gentry. 

True as this may be in tJie general, replied I, my 
patron is a glorions exception. His kindness lives 
in my rec<dlectioD. I am persuaded that be su&ert 
for my sufferings, and that diey «re incessantly prey^ 
ing on his spirits. We mmt give him credit for only ' 
waiting till the king's anger diiaH pass away. Be it 
so, resumed be ; I wish yon may not reckon without 
ycnr boat. Assail his excellency then widi an epis- ■ 
de to stir the waters. I will engage to deliver it 
into bis own hands. Pen, ink, aUd paper being 
brought, I composed a specimen of eloquence which 
Scipio declared to be a paragon <^ pathos, and Tot- > 
desillss preferred, for the cant of sermonizing pro- 
lixityi to the old archbishop's homilies. 

I flattered mysdf that there would be tears in the ■ 
duke of Lerma's eyes, and distraction in his aspect,' 
at the detail of miseries which existed only on paper. 
In that assurance, I dispatched my messenger, who 
no sooner got to Madrid, than be went to the minis- 
ter's. Meeting with an old domestic of my acquaint-* ' 
ance, he h^ no difiBculty in gaining access to the 
duke. My lord, said Scipio to his excellency, as be 
delivered the packet, one of your most devoted sei' 
vants, tying at his length on straw, in a domp and - 
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dreary dun^n at Segovia, mbathnmb]y«uppU<!atet' 
for the perusal (^ this letter, whicli a teoder-hearted 
turnkey has fiimished him trith the means of writing;. 
The ministei opened the letter, and glanced over 
the contents. But though he found there a motive 
imd a CMC for passion, enough to amaze all his facul- 
ties at once, far from drovning the floor with briây 
secretions, he cleaved the eu of his household, and ' 
smote the heart of my courier with horrid speech : 
Friend, tell Santillane tbat he has a great deal of 
impudence to address me, after so rank ait ofi^ice^ 
worthily eoo&outed by the severe sentence of th« 
king. Under that sentence let the wretch drag out 
his days, nor look to my mediation for a re«iHte. 

Scipio, though neither dull nor miiddy-metUed, 
began to be unpreguant of this defeated cause. Yet 
he was not so pigeoa-Iivered, as to retire without 
ui eSbrt )D my favour. My lord, replied he> this 
poor prisoner will give up the ghost with grief, at 
the recital of your excellency's displeasure. The 
d^ke answered like a prime miaister, with a super- 
ctUouB corrugation of features, and a decisive revo- 
lution of bis front to some more prosperous suitorL 
"Iliis he did, to cover his own share in lhe shame of 
pimping; and such treatment must eJI those birelmg 
scavengers expect, who rake in the filth and ordure 
of rotten statesmen, courtiers, and poHticians. 

■My secretary came back to Segovia, and deliver- 
ed the result of his mission. And now beboldme, - 
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Bunk deeper than on the first day of my imprison- 
meat, in the gnlph of affliction and despair! The 
duke of Lerma'a turning; king's evidence gave « 
hanging posture to my aSaiis. My courage waa 
run out ; and though lihey did alt they could to keep 
up my spiritB, the ablation and distresB of my mind 
threw me into a fever. 

The warden, who took a lively interest in my re* 
covery, fancying in his nnmedical head that physi» 
ciauB cured fevers, brought me a douhle dose of 
death in two of that doleful deity's most practised 
executionera. Signer Gil Bias, said he, as he ush- 
ered in their grisly forms, here are two godsons of 
Htppocratea, who are come to feel your pulse, and 
to augment the number of their trophies in your per* 
son. I was so pr^udiced gainst the whole faculty 
that 1 should certainly have g^ven them a very dis* 
couraging reception, had life retained its usu^ 
charms in my estimation : but being bent on my de- 
parture from this vale of tears, I felt obliged to Tor> 
desiUaa €or hastenii^ my jonmey, by a safer conveyv 
ance than the crime of suicide. 

My good sir, swd one of the pair, your recovery 
will, under providence, depend on your entire confix 
dence in our skill. Implicit confidence ! answ«ed 
I : with your assistance, I am fully persuaded that 
a few days will place me beyond the reach of fevery 
and all the shocks that flesh is heir to> Yes I with . 
the blessing of heaven, rejoined he, it isa oonsum- 
mation devoutly to be wished, and easily to be ofiec- 
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be wanting. And indeed it was no joke : for they 
got me ioto Buch fine training for the other world, 
that few of my material particles were left in thie. 
Already had don Andrew, observing me fnmble wiUi 
the Bheetfl, and smile upon my finger's ends, and 
thinking there was but one way, sent for a Francis- 
can to shew it me: already had the good fadier, hav- 
' ing mumbled over the salvation of -my sou), retired 
to the refection of his own body : and my own opi- 
nion leaned to the immediate necessity of making a 
good end. I beckoned Scipio to my bedside. My 
dearfiiend, said I, in the faint accents of a tortured 
and evacuated patient, I give and bequeath to you 
one of the bags in Gabriel'a possession ; the other 
you must carry to my father and mother in the As- 
turias, who, if still living, must be in narrow 'circum- 
stances. But, alas ! I fear, they have not been able 
to bear ap against my ingratitude. Muscadrn's re- 
port of my unnatural behaviour must have brought 
their grey hairs with sorrow to the grave. Should 
heaven have fortified their tender hearts against my 
indifference, you will give them the bag of donbloons, 
with assurances of my dying remorse : and, if they 
areuo more, I charge youto lay out the money in 
masses for the . repose of their souls and of mine; 
Then did I stretch out my hand, which he bathed in 
sHent tears. It is not always true, that the mooni- 
iag of an heir is mirth in masquerade. 
For some hours, I fancied iuyself outward-bound. 
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and on the point of Bailing; but the wind chiin|^d. 
My pilots having quitted the helm, and left the ves- 
sel to the steent^ of natuie, the danger of sbip- 
wieclc disappeared. The fever, mntinying against 
its conunanding officers, gave all their prognostics 
the lie, and acted contrary to general orders. I got 
better by degrees, in mind aa well aB in body. My 
consolation was all derived from within. 1 looked 
at wealth and honours with the eye of a dying an- 
chorite ; and blessed the malady which restored my 
soul. I abjured courts, politics, and the duke of 
Lerma. If ever my prison doors were opened, it was 
my fixed resolve to buy a cotUge, and live like a 
philosopher. 

My bosom friend applauded my design, sni to 
further its execution, undertook a second journey to 
solidt my release, by the intervention of a clever 
girlaboutthe person of the prince's nurse. He con- 
tended that a prison was a prison still, in spite of 
kind indulgence and good cheer. In this I agreed, 
and gav« him leave to depart, with a fervent prayer 
to heaven that we might soon take possession of 
our hermitage. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



Scytio'i iecond journey to. Madrid, GU Bias i» set 
at liberty on certain cotuiitions. Their departure 
from the tower of Segovia, and conversation on 
their journey. 

While waiting for Scipïo's return from Madrid, 
1 began a course of Btudy. TordesillaB furnished 
me with more books than I wanted. He borrowed 
them from an old officer who could not read, but 
had fitted up a magnificent library, that be mi^t 
pass for a man of learning. Above all, I delighted 
in moral essays and treatises, because they aboond- 
ed in common places, according with my antipathy 
to courts, and philosophic relish of solitude. 

Three weeks elapsed before I heard a syllable 
from my negotiator, who returned at length with a 
cheerful countenance, and news to the following ef- 
fect: By the intercession of 'a hundred pistoles with 
the chambermaid, and her intercession with her mis- 
tress, the prince of Spain has been prevailed with to 
plead for your enlargement with his royal father. I 
hastened hither to announce these happy tidings, 
and must return immediately to put the last band to 
my work. With these words, be left me, and went 
back to court. 
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At the weelc's end m; expeditious agent returned, 
with the intelligence that the prince had procured 
my liberty, not without Bome difficulty. On the 
sane day, my generous keeper confirmed the assu- 
rance in person, with the kiodest ctrngratulations, 
and the following notice : — Your prison doors are 
Open ; but on two conditions, which I am sorry that 
my duty obliges me to announce, because they will 
probably be disagreeable to you. His majesty ezr 
pressly forbids you to shew your face at court, or to 
be found within the Umits of the two Castiles on this 
day month. I am extremdy sorry that you are in- 
terdicted ârom court. And I am delighted at it, 
answered I. Witaets all the powers above 1 I 
asked the king fi» <Hily one favour; he has granted 
me two. 

With jaj liberty thus confirmed, i hired a couple 
oC mules, on which we mounted the next day, after 
taking leareof Cogollos, and thanking Tordesi II as 
a tbonsaud times for all his instances of friendship. 
We set forward cheerfidly on the road to Madrid, to 
draw onr deposit out of signer Gabrid's hands, 
amounting to a thousand doubloons. On the road 
my feilowtrareUer observed: If we are not rich 
enough to purchase a splendid property, we can at 
least secure ease and competency to ourselves. A 
cabin, mswered I, would be large enough for my 
most ambitious thoughte^. Though scarcely at the 
middle p^od of life, the vorid has lost its ch^s 
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for me ; ite hopes, its fears, Its cares, its duties, are 
all absorbed in the selfishness of philosophical re- 
tirement. Independently- of these principles, I can 
assure you, I have painted for myself a rural lands- 
cape, with a foreground of innocent pleasures, and 
pastoral simplicity in the perspective. Already does 
the enamel of the meadows glitter under my eyes : 
already does -the river's murmur accord with the 
winged chorus of the groTe : hunting exasperates the 
laanly virtues, and fishing preaches patience. Only 
figure to yourself, my friend, what a continual' round 
of amusement solitude may fiimish, and you wilt 
pant to he admitted of her crew. Then for the 
economy of our table, the simple^ will be the cheap- 
est, and of course the beat. , Unadulterated Ceres 
shall be our official caterer : when hunger shall have 
tamed our fastidious appetites into sobriety, a mum- 
bled crust will relish like an ortolan. The supreme 
delight of eating is not in the thing eat, but in the 
palate of him who eats ; a pfopositio» ia culinary 
philosophy, proved by Ihe frequent loathing of my 
own stomach, through a long series of ministerial 
dinners. Abstemiousness is a luxury of the most 
exquisite refinement ; and the best recipe in (he ma- 
teria medica. 

WitL your good leave, signor Gil Bias, intermpt- 
fd my secretary, I am not altogether of your mind 
respecting the luscious treat of abstemionsness. 
Why should we mess like the bankrupt sage^ of an.^ 
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tiqoiiyt Snraly we may indulge the CEunal man a 
little, without aay reasonable O^nce to the ipiritual. 
Snce we have, by the blaSBing of providence and 
my forecast,' wherewithal to keep the spit and the 
^igot in exercise, do not let ns take up our abode 
with finnine aod wrebdiedneBS. Ab soon as we get 
settled, we must stock out cellar, and establish n 
respectaUe larder,' like people who know what is 
what, and do not a^arate thernselves from the vul- 
gar crowd to retiouiice the good things of this life, 
bat to taste thimi with a more exquisite relish. As 
Hesiod says. 



What the devil, master Scipio, interrupted I in my 
turn, you can cap verses out of the Greek poets I 
And pray where did you get acquainted with 
Hesiod? In very learned company, answered he. 
I lived some dme with a walking dictionary at Sala- 
manca ; a fellow up to the elbows in quotation and 
(ïommentarf . He could put a large volume together 
like a house of cards. His library furnished him 
with a hodge-podge of Hebrew, Greek, and Latin 
1 places, which he tratislated into buckram 
p3 
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CaBtiliaD. Ab I was his transcriber, some tags of 
yeraes, stings pf epigramB, aod sage truisms stuck 
by the way. With such an apparatus, replied I, 
your memory must be most philosophically stocked. 
But, not to lose sight of our future prospects, where^ 
abouts in Spain bad we best fix our Socratic abode "i 
My voice is for Anagon, resumed my counsellop. 
We shall there enjoy all tlje beauties of nature, and 
lead the life of Paradise. Well then, for Arragon ! 
said I. May it teepi with all the dear delights that 
youthful poets fancy when they dream ! 



Tlieir doinge at Madrid. TJte renctmnter of Gil 
Bias in the street, and its coMeqaences.. 

On out arrival in Madrid, we aUghted at a little 
public-house where Scipio had been accustomed to 
put up ; whence our lirst visit was to my banker, 
Salero. He received us very cordially, and ex- 
pressed the highest aatiafaclion at ray release. In- 
deed, added he, your untoward fate touched me' so 
nearly as to change my views of a political alliance,^ 
The fortunes of courtiers are like castles in the air : 
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SO I have married my daughter, Gabiiela, to a 
Weal thy ttader. You have acted very wisely, answered 
1 ; for besides that a bird in the hand is worth two 
ia a bush, when a plodding citizen aspires to th^ 
honour of bringing a man of fashion into his famUy, 
he very often has an impertinent poppy for his son- 
in-law. 

Then changing the topic, and eoming to the point : 
Signor Gabriel, pursued I, we came to talk a little 

about the two thousand pistoles which Your 

money is all ready, said the goldsmith interrupting 
me. He then took ua into his closet, and deUvered 
the two bags, carefully labelled with my name on 

1 thanked Salero for his exactness, and heaven in 
my sleeve for my escape from his daughter. At our 
inn, we couoted over the money, and found it dg^t, 
deducting fifty doubloons for the expenses of my en- 
largemeat. Our thoughts were now wholly bent 
upon Arragon. My secretary undertook to buy a 
carriage and two mules. It was my office to provide 
hobsehold and body linen. During my petegiina- 
tions for that purpose, I met baron Stéiabach, the 
officer in the Gennan guards with whom don Al-. 
phonsohad been brought up. 

1 touched my hat to him : he knew me again, and 
returned my greeting warmly. My joy is extreme, 
said I, at seeing your lordship in such fine health, 
to say tv>thing of my wish to enquire, after çlon 
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Ceur and don Alpbonso d« Leyrsi. They are both 
in Madrid, amwered he, and staykig at my house. 
They came to town about thiee months a^, to be 
presented on occasion of don Alphonao'a promotion. 
He has been appointed governor of Valencia, on the 
■core of old family claims, wi^iout having in any 
shape pushed his interest at court Nolhing could 
be more ^teful to his feelings, or prove more 
strongly our royal master's goodness, vho delights 
to recognize the merits of ancestry in the persons of 
thâr descendants. 

Thcaigh I knew more of this matter than Stein- 
bach, 1 kept my knowledge in the back ground. 
Yet BO lively was my impatience to hail my old mas- 
ters, that he would not damp my ardour by delay. I 
bad a mind to try donAlphonao; whether he still 
retained bis regard tot me. He was playing at chess 
with baroness Steinbach. - On my entrance, he 
started up from his game, ran towards me, and 
squeezing me ti^t in his embrace : Santillane, said 
he, with demanstrations of the sincerest joy, at 
length then yon are restored to my heart. I am de- 
lighted at it I It was not my fault that we ever 
parted. Yon may leanember how strongly 1 m^d 
yoa not to withdraw from the castle of Leyva. You 
were deaf to my entreaties. But I must not chide 
yonr obstinacy, because Its motive was the peace of 
the family. Yet you ought to have let me hear from 
you, and to have spared my fruitless enqnines at. 
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lïrenada, where mjr brother-in-law, don Ferdittandi 
sent me word that yon were. 

And now tell me what ycm are doing at Madrid. 
Of couise you have Bome situation here. Be assured 
that I shall always take a lively interest in your con- 
cerns. Sir, answered I, it is but four months since 
I occupied a considerable post at court. I had the 
honour of being the . duke of Lerma's confidential 
secretary. Can it be possible I exclaimed don Al- 
phonso, as if he could scarcely beUeve his ears. 
What, were you so near the person of the prime 
minister? I then related how 1 had gained and lost 
his favour, and ended with avowing my determina- 
tion to buy a cottage and garden with the wreck of 
my shattered fortunes. 

The son of don Ctesar heaid me attentively, and 
made this answer : My dear Gil Bias, you kaor 
how I have always loved you ; nor shall you Içngev 
be fortune's puppet. I will set you above her vaga- 
ries, by securing you an independence. Since yon 
declare for a country life, a little estate of ours neu 
Lirias, about four leagues from Valencia, shall be 
settled on you. You are acquainted with the spot. 
Such a present we can make, vrithout putting our- 
selves to the least inconvenience. I can answer for 
my father's joinmg in the act, and Ear Seraphina's 
entire approbation. 

I àaevr myself at don Alphonso's feet, who raised 
ia& immediately. More penetrated by his affection 
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than-by his bounty, I piessed bis band and said, ^^^ 
your conduct cbanns me> Your noble gift ii tbe 
more welcome, as it précédée) tbe knowledge of a 
service, it has been in my power to render you ; and 
I bad rather owe it to your generosity, than to your 
gratitude. This goremor of my making did not 
know what to onderstand by the hint, and pressed 
for an explanation. I gave it in fiill, to his utter 
astonishment; Neither be nor baron Steinbadi could 
ever have the slightest suspicion, that ^ govern- 
ment of Valencia was owing to my interest at court. 
Vet having no reason to doubt the fact, my friend 
proposed to grant me an annuity of two thousand 
ducats, in addition to the little farm at Lirias. 

Hold your band, signor don Alphonsol exclaimed 
I at this oâêr. You must not set my avarice afloat 
agam. I am myself a living witness, that ibrtnne 
may g^ve superfluities to her fovoaiites, but has no 
competence to bestow. With pleasure will I accept 
of the estate at lirias, where my present property 
will be sufBcient for all my wants. Rather then in- 
crease my cares with my posaessionH, I would boild 
a hospital out of my existing funds. Riches are a 
burden ; and it nmat be a foolish animal that would 
bear &jdels in the manger or the field. 

While we were talking after this fashion, don 
Ctesar came in. His joy was not less than his son's, 
at the sight of me ; and being informed of the family 
«bUgations, be again pressed me to accept of tha 
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annuity, which I agim refused WUeo t£e writings 
were drawn, the father ftnd sen made the assigninent 
their joint act and deed, transfeniDg to me the fee 
simple, and putting me in immediate possession. 
My secretary half stared the eyes out of his heftd, 
when 1 told htm that we fa»d a landed estate of our 
own, and how we came by it. What is the value of 
this little freehold ? said he. Five hundred ducats 
per annum, aaswered I, and the farm in high culti- 
vation, within a ring fence. I have often been there 
during my stewardship. There is a small house on 
the banks of the Guadalaviar, in a little hamlet, sur- 
rounded by a charming country. 

What pleases me better than all, cried Scipio, is, 
that we shall have plenty of sporting, rare living, 
and excellent wine. Come, master, let us leave this 
crowded city, and hasten to our hermitage. I long 
to be there as much as you can do, answered I ; but 
I must first go to the Asturias. My father and 
mother are not in comfortable circumstances. They 
shall therefore end their days with me at Lirias. 
Heaven, perhaps, has thrown this wind&ll in my 
way to try my filial duty, and would punish me for 
the neglect of it. Scipio approved my purpose, and 
urged its speedy execution. Yes, my friend, said I, 
we will set out as soon as possible. I shall consider 
it as my dear delight, to share the gifts of fortune 
with the authors of my existence. We shall soon 
be settled in our country retreat ; and then will I 
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wiite theK two Latio venes over the door q( my 
fenn-house, in letten of gold, foi the piouB edificB- 
titm of my rnitic neighboan : 
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